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VAXULA 


Welcome to this 
week's Trends 
Journal: VAXULA. 


We are living in a 
true life horror 
movie. Today, the U.S. and the European 
Union stopped injecting their subjects 
with the Johnson & Johnson COVID Vax 
because it causes blood clots... as does the 
AstraZeneca jab, which we have and 
continue to write about in detail. 


Yet, top politicians and celebrities - the 
latest being Mick Jagger - not only 
promote getting the jab but ridicule those 
who refuse. 


Meanwhile, we are told the economic 
recovery depends on a mass vaccination. 
But it's much more than that. 

Now, more than ever before, it’s critical to 
read the Trends Journal and get the facts 
so you can “Think for Yourself? 


Best wishes, 


Gerald Celente, Publisher 


COMMENTS 


THANKS TO TJ FOR TELLING TRUTH 
The problem is; people are suffering from 
cognitive dissonance. They keep thinking, 
but we are the U.S. of A. - home of the 
free, land of the brave. Those days are 
gone my friend. There is very little to be 
optimistic about until people start 
standing up and recognizing what’s 
happening. So, yes; it is very negative 
news and will continue that way as long as 
people keep their heads buried in the sand 
and think things will go back to normal. 
We cannot trust our governments, the 
media or the technocrats. I say thanks to 
Trends Journal for telling the truth. It’s 
hard to find out there now-a-days. Until 
people begin to accept this is our new 
normal unless we wake up, you will 
continue to hear negative news. 


But - to end on a positive note for you - 
you are wise to keep your immune system 
strong...keep it up - you are an exception 
in North America. 


Kellie Auld 


MSM HAS EARNED DISTRUST 

After having witnessed the narrative of 
the global MSM in particular since the 
early incursions into the Middle East, I 
have absolutely formed an unshakable 
opinion that the MSM is the enemy of the 
people and the puppet or the global 
puppet masters , they have worked very 
hard to earn my distrust of them. 


How can we possibly believe the current 
vaccination narrative they constantly 
spew into our faces, turn them off. 


Keirh Johnson 


FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


Greg Mannarino and Gerald Celente are a 
great team and tell it like it is in the 
Trends Journal. I am a more recent 
subscriber but so glad I did for it is a 
comprehensive companion to Gerald’s 
videos. I am very excited that Gerald is 
planning a special event on the “original 
four corners” on May 29th. I plan to be 
there with all of the other freedom 
fighters to really say no to all the tyranny 
being shoved down our throats everyday. 
Thank you so much for everything you do! 


Robert Krueger 


CORPORATE SURVEILLANCE 

This is real. My son is a driver for Amazon. 
He has received strikes for yawning and 
sneezing while driving. Once a driver 
receives three strikes they are terminated. 
He is a college student trying to make 
money for school. He and fellow workers 
are very uncomfortable with this 
technology being used and feel 
unsupported by the company. 


Jacqueline Shellard 


OPPOSE FORCED VACCINATIONS 

Once again, I am calling for a Nuremberg 
Trial and Worldwide Class Action Lawsuit 
against the perpetrators and Technocrats 
in the WHO, WEF, UN, GATES 
FOUNDATION, GAVI INSTITUTE, FDA, 
CDC, NIH, US GOVERNMENT, CHINESE 
COMMUNIST PARTY, WUHAN VIROLOGY 
LAB, VARIOUS ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS 
THAT PARTICIPATED IN THE DESIGN OF 
FUNCTION USING mRNA GENE THERAPY 
TO CREATE THE VACCINES. 


I signed onto the Class Action Lawsuit last 
month and everyone who wants to remain 
a free and individual human being should 
get on board and stop the tyranny foisted 
on us by politicians and governments 


worldwide!!! 


harlow53 


OF BEES AND MEN 

Men will be worker “drones” a select few 
will be “breeders”. Women will also be 
workers. Only a few will be chosen for 
their eggs. Rachel Carson was right. ‘Silent 
Spring’ will not only silence the animal 
kingdom but the human race as well. The 
herbicide atrazine is still in the water 
table after 60 years. Sobering? 


Randall Bunton 


CORONA FACTS AND FIGURES 

I think Mr. Null is tapping in on the 
essential things of the Greeks and other 
Cultures. 


Look, Calisthenics: Shaolin Street 
work-out is great but it is also martial if 
you know the applications. It is also a 
meditation. 


24 hours In A Day is a great book for 
meditation as a constant process 
anywhere. Exercise and purpose and use 
of the energy of life. For life is both inside 
and outside you. 


HandsFree 


UPDATE: Sales were UP this week--thank 
you! Please continue to support THE 
TRENDS JOURNAL by using our links for 
products and services: 


THE HEALTH RANGER STORE great 

products from Mike Adams, including: 
Food & Beverage (Manuka honey, 
nuts & seeds, rice & grains, snack 
bars, etc) 
Health Interest (organic turmeric, 
multi-vitamins and much more) 
Healthy Home (air purifiers, etc) 
Personal Care (bath & body, essential 
oils, etc.) 
Preparedness (survival food, etc.) 
Supplements (weight management, 
workout supplements, etc) 


PLUS: 


BUSINESS / FINANCIAL 

CHECKS UNLIMITED printed checks with 
personalized and promotional branding 
FINANCIAL LITERACY GROUP - Finance 
e-learning and Debt Elimination Services 
SAVERLIFE - Building financial security by 
saving? There’s an app for that 

SD BULLION - Gold and Silver from the 
trusted precious metals retailer 


EDUCATIONAL / BOOKS 
AUDIOBOOKSNOW - Stream books for less 
on any device, and download them to 
Android, Apple, or Nook apps. 

PHONICS - The best way for children to 
quickly learn to read 


GENERAL / GIFTS 

1ST IN COFFEE - Gourmet coffee, espresso 
and coffee machines 
ALAPHABETDEAL.COM - Great deals on 
clothing, electronics, jewelry and more 
AMERICANFLAGS.COM - Quality flags 
made in the USA 

CALIFORNIA WINE CLUB - Featuring 
premier wines from some of the nation’s 
best vineyards 


CRYSTAL CLEAR MEMORIES - Turn photos 
into amazing crystal art 

UNIVERSAL YUMS - a new basket each 
month featuring favorite snacks of a 
different country from around the world. 
Makes a unique and tasty gift. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
BULKSUPPLEMENTS trusted supplier of 
nutrition, health and vitamin supplements 
GERMCIDEX UV WAND - Easily kill harmful 
bacteria at home and on the go 
DIAMOND CBD - Gummy CBD, and 
products for calm, sleep and balance 
PURE RELIEF - On a mission to offer the 
best CBD Oil and hemp derived products 
PURE WATER FREEDOM water filtering 
from pitchers to large scale solutions, 
including fluoride removal and more 


SAMURAIS TEA - Organic Japanese 
Matcha Matcha is the ultimate green tea 
SKINGENIX - the all-natural way to clear up 
skin tags 


HOME & SECURITY 

LIVEGUARD PRO - Easily monitor your 
home from your smartphone 

SURFSHARK VPN - Secure Your Digital Life 
Without Breaking the Bank 
SATELLITEPHONESTORE.COM - Get the 
most secure phones you can buy 


SPORTS & FITNESS / RECREATION 

CAMPINGMAXxX - Premium camping & 
hiking gear at discount prices 

THE HUMAN TRAINER - Sturdy home 

fitness equipment including resistance 
bands, suspension gyms and more 


Most of our affiliate links are through 
ShareASale, trusted by leading companies 
and publishers. For more info on how the 
MSM is trying to suppress independent 
news sites, read here. 


Thank you for your support! 


U.S. MARKETS OVERVIEW 


Last week, the Dow closed at a record high and so did the S&P 500, which 
closed at 4,128.80, its 20th record high this year. 


For the first time in six months, the index showed gains for three consecutive 
weeks. Its 2.7-percent growth for the week was its one-week best since early 
February. 


The Dow Jones Industrial Average added 297 points on Friday, ending the day 
at 33,800.60 and rising 2 percent for the week. The NASDAQ grew by 70 points, 
a 3.1-percent step. 

Tech stocks won big, with Twitter up 12 percent on the week; Apple rose 8.1 


percent. 
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The market’s rise was broad across most sectors with money junkies betting 
that the trillions of dollars pumped into the economy by Washington and a 
successful vaccine campaign will drive the U.S. economy to a permanent 
recovery. 


That was last week. 


Today, the Dow was down just 68 points on the news that the Johnson & 
Johnson jab was put on pause as several people who had gotten the vaccine 
are suffering from dangerous blood clots, but that didn’t’ stop the S&P 500 to 
close at another record high while the NASDAQ climbed 1 percent. 


Indeed, as we report in the Trends Journal, nations are reassessing the vaccine 
policies as more people suffer serious side effects from various vaccines. 


Considering the powers that be which are in charge and how the government, 
media, and “celebrities” are pumping the “get jabbed and live happily ever after” 
Campaign, any suspensions will be temporary, and the vaccine crusade will 
continue unabated. 


In fact, the “experts” are spreading the word that the vaccines may last for only 
several months and yearly shots will be required to win the COVID War. 


Thus, the markets’ rise and fall will be determined by greater forces than vaccine 
rates... such as interest rates. 


As we have been forecasting, inflation rates will increase, which in turn will put 
pressure on the Federal Reserve to raise interest rates. When interest rates rise 
and the flow of cheap monetary methadone dries up, the equity markets will 
crash, and so, too, will the global economy. 


Today, the U.S. Department of Labor announced that the consumer price index 
rose 0.6 percent in March from the previous month, pushing the rate up 2.6 
percent from a year ago. 


The U.S. deficit in March was $660 billion, up 454 percent from a year ago. The 
government spent $927 billion, an increase of 161 percent and the third-highest 
total after June and April of last year according to the Wall Street Journal. 


Overall, the U.S. budget deficit for the first half of the fiscal year spiked to a 
record $1.7 trillion... the highest levels since World War II. According to the 
Congressional Budget Office, the Federal debt for 2021 will hit 102 percent of 
GDP, which it hit only twice before in U.S. history - 1945 and 1946 — when the 
government went on a spending spree to fight World War Il. 


Thus, while Washington and the Feds say the low interest rates make the low 
debt-servicing costs affordable, when rates rise, so, too, will interest payments 
on the debt. 


And again, across the spectrum, as the data proves, inflation is on the rise. 


TREND FORECAST: Whether it is the reality of economic fundamentals of 
overvalued, over-speculated equities at record P/E ratios, a rise in interest rates, 
or a wild card event — be they man-made or made by Mother nature - we 
maintain our forecast for a sharp market correction this year. 


TRENDPOST: The S&P 500 stock index has set 17 record highs so far this year 
and topped the 4,000 mark for the first time. But the markets’ relentless ascent 
masks some jarring swings, both up and down, in the valuation of individual 
companies, a study by Bank of America (BOA) has found. 


The study found the 50 largest spikes or plunges in value reached a scale similar 
to that during 2020's first quarter when markets were roiled by the COV/ID 
pandemic and resulting global economic shutdown. 


Apple added $265 billion in market value in just the five sessions ahead of its 


most recent earnings report — more than the entire market capitalization of 
Coca-Cola, the Wall Street Journal noted. 
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PayPal and chip-maker Nvidia each shed $56 billion over a few trading days last 
month. 


Some analysts attribute these stock-specific rollercoasters to the rising 
popularity of momentum on “me too” stocks, which investors buy or sell as they 
see others do the same. 


The sudden shifts also could be explained by an absence of a large number of 
buyers or sellers for a given stock, other observers have theorized. 


The shifts also are buffeting entire market sectors. 


Energy stocks, the markets’ biggest losers in 2020, have soared this year; tech 
stocks, last year’s stock market darlings, slumped this year as interest rates 
began to rise. 


“Markets are a lot more unstable than meets the eye,” Benjamin Bowler, head of 
BOA’s equity derivatives research, commented to the WSJ. 


Gold: With the dollar weakening and inflation rising, a scenario we have long 
been forecasting, gold went up $17 to close at $1,744 per ounce and silver 
climbed some 2 percent to close at $25.41 per ounce. 


TREND FORECAST: We maintain our forecast that gold’s low breakout point is 
$1,650 per ounce. Should it hit that level, the downside risk is around $1,550 per 
ounce. 


As for silver, should it break below $22 per ounce, the downside risk is in the $17 
per ounce range. 


Considering silver is the most efficient conductor of electricity, and it has a 


strategic demand in both hi-tech and heavy industry, we do not forecast it will 
break below that range. 
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We also maintain our forecast for gold to break above $2,100 per ounce this year 
and silver to move above $50 per ounce. 


Bitcoin: On the expectation of the stock market debut of the cryptocurrency 
exchange Coinbase, Bitcoin hit a record high, selling at $63,185 as we go to 
press. 


While we remain bullish on the cryptocurrency markets, we also are forecasting 
that as central banks go digital, they will do what they can to lessen the 
competition. (See our 28 July 2020 article, “IT’S OFFICIAL: DIRTY CASH TO 
DIGITAL TRASH.”) 


On Monday, for example, Jesse Powell, CEO of the bitcoin exchange Kraken, 
told CNBC there “could be some crackdown” on cryptocurrencies. As we have 
been reporting, central banksters such as ECB head Christine Lagarde and U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen have been warning that cryptocurrencies can be 
used for illicit transactions and money laundering. 


Last Thursday, Peter Thiel, the billionaire co-founder of PayPal, urged the 
government for more cryptocurrency regulations. He said, “Even though I’m 
pro-crypto... | do wonder whether at this point, Bitcoin should also be thought of 
in part as a Chinese financial weapon against the U.S.” 


TRENDPOST: As evidenced by the competition the current cryptocurrencies will 
face from central bankers, the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston in collaboration 
with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology will publish the first draft of 
computer code that eventually will create a digital dollar. 


James Cunha, the Boston Fed’s senior vice president of Secure Payments and 
Financial Technology Research, told the Wall Street Journal the project will share 
the code for public comment to “understand what’s possible” and also “because 
we know many others are interested in the same questions around the globe.” 


The developers are seeking a digital structure that optimizes speed, privacy, and 
security. 
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“We tried to throw out the norm and think differently about how to solve some of 
these problems,” Cunha said. 


The Fed’s project comes, in part, as a response to private digital currencies such 
as Bitcoin but does not seek to simply copy what others have done, the Boston 
Fed’s staffers told the WSJ. 


For example, the digital dollar will avoid the energy-intensive mining that marks 
many cryptocurrencies, they said. 


The Fed will not release a digital currency solely on its own authority but will seek 
support from Congress, Fed chair Jerome Powell noted in comments cited by 
the WSJ. 


As we have been reporting, central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) are under 
development by many countries as well as the European Union. China plans to 
introduce its version to the world at the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing. 


The currencies “are an opportunity for central banks to offer a technologically 
advanced representation of central bank money for the digital economy,” Agustin 
Carstens, the Bank for International Settlements’ general manager, said in a 31 
March speech cited by the WSu. 


CBDCs’ “crucial novelty,” he said, “is that [they] offer the unique characteristics 
of central bank money as safe, neutral, and final.” 


TRENDPOST: On 5 April, Japan’s central bank announced it has begun a test of 
a digital currency. 


The test, which will last through March 2022, involves the currency’s basic uses, 


such as the bank’s method of creating, storing, and issuing it; and mechanisms 
by which merchants would accept and redeem it. 
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After next March, the bank will enter a more detailed preparation for the 
currency’s launch, including tackling management and regulatory issues. 


The second phase might include a market test with a limited number of 
consumers, merchants, and payment-service providers, the bank said. 


No date has been projected for the digital yen’s commercial debut. 


Central banks in China and the European Union are in various stages of planning 
and testing digital currencies, which will modernize their financial systems, speed 
domestic and international payments, and ward off private cryptocurrencies’ 
encroachment into national economies. 


Oil: As per today’s inflation numbers, gasoline prices surged 9.1 percent. Up 22 
percent year-to-date, it was the biggest contributor to the monthly gain. 


It should also be noted that yesterday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said he will not allow Iran to obtain nuclear capability and said “Israel 
will continue to defend itself against lran’s aggression and terrorism.” 


As for “terrorism,” Iran has blamed Israel for sabotaging its uranium enrichment 
facility in Natanz last weekend. 


TREND FORECAST: Should military conflict break out in the Middle East 
between these nations, Crude oil, now trading at $64 a barrel, will spike well 
above $80. As evidenced by the current surge in gasoline prices, which 
accounted for about 50 percent of the U.S. Consumer Price Index spike, much 
higher oil prices will ignite inflation and crash equity markets and the global 
economy, which has been artificially propped up with government and central 
bank monetary methadone. 


TRENDPOST: Also keeping oil prices high was last week’s oil production cut 
compromise agreement by the OPEC + oil nations. 
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Saudi Arabia wanted to maintain cutbacks until a global economic recovery was 
more certain; Russia claimed the world’s oil market already was undersupplied 
by two million barrels a day and the market was in danger of “overheating.” 


Keeping production throttled back would boost prices but also choke off 
revenue needed by many of the cash-hungry nations that have been hit hard by 
the lockdowns. 


SPACs BEWARE! 


_ Last Wednesday, John Coates, acting 

~ director of the U.S. Securities and 

3 Exchange Commission’s (SEC) Corporation 

. Finance Division, said there are “significant 

; and yet undiscovered issues” related to 
special-purpose acquisition companies, or 

SPACs, that are “not going to stop them... but they are... as yet incompletely 

worked through mechanisms.” 


SPACs are shell companies that issue stock but have no assets. When it raises 
enough money, the SPAC merges with another company. The SPAC itself then 
disappears, with shareholders owning the company the SPAC merged with. 


SPACs are trending on Wall Street as a quick way to bring companies public 
that might not meet SEC criteria to issue shares on their own. 


SPACs began to draw notice when star investors such as William Foley, former 
CEO of Fidelity National Financial, and ex-Citigroup executive Michael Klein took 
them up. They became even more popular when celebrities, including tennis star 
Serena Williams and skateboard figure Tony Hawk, got involved. 


In 2020, 248 SPAC deals raised $83 billion; as of 8 April this year, 301 SPACs 
had raised $98 billion, the WSJ reported. 
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At least 15 companies showing no revenue have either listed publicly or plan to 
this year, all at market valuations of at least $1 billion, the largest number of 
non-biotech firms in that rare realm since the 1990s, according to University of 
Florida economist Jay Ritter, who tracks public stock offerings. 


SPACs raise special concerns around investor protection, officials have said. 


For example, a fledgling company taken public through a SPAC suddenly must 
meet stringent accounting and governance standards that it might not be 
prepared to cope with. 


Also, many companies that SPACs take public often have no revenue but talk up 
their projected revenues, claiming they will log billions of dollars in sales within a 
few years. 


Such grandiose claims are forbidden to firms going public through conventional 
public offerings scrutinized by the SEC. 


The SEC regularly reviews SPACs’ fund-raising disclosures and issued a 
statement late last month reminding SPACs of their obligations under federal 
regulations. 


TREND FORECAST: The nearly $84 billion that SPACs raised last year -was up 
over six times the amount from the year before. Under the guise of buying 
privately-held companies and then listing them on the stock exchange casino to 
drive up their value and cash in big, is reminiscent of the dotcom boom and the 
subprime mortgage fiasco. 


TRENDPOST: Is the end of SPAC-mania near? These special-purpose 
acquisition companies that serve as stock-market shells to take risky businesses 
public depend on funding sources known as PIPEs - private investments in 
public equity. 
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A SPAC's PIPE investors can see its proposed acquisition and buy-in before the 
deal is opened to the public. 


However, SPACs are finding their PIPEs growing dry as past backers are 
overwhelmed by the sheer volume of new SPACs and their rising share prices. 


“There’s a lot of indigestion,” one unnamed senior bank executive commented to 
the Financial Times. “The pendulum has swung to the point where if you’re in the 
market with a PIPE right now, it’s going to be really hard and painful,” the 
executive said. 


SPACs have completed 117 deals this year but another 497 are going begging, 
according to data firm Refinitive. 


Only a quarter of SPACs formed since 2019 have done deals, the FT reported. If 
a SPAC fails to merge with a company within two years of its market debut, the 
SPAC must return investors’ money, under federal regulations. 


Cooling interest in SPACs, coupled with rising speculative prices among their 
possible acquisition targets, may send investors in search of higher quality and 
greater certainty, some analysts have said. 


Only four SPACs went public during the first week of this month, compared to 41 
in March and 28 in February, Refinitiv reported. 


For SPACs already on the stock market, “the hope is that this is just a bump in 


the road... and... ultimately the deal gets done,” Ari Edelman, a partner at law 
firm Reed Smith, said to the FT. 
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$2.3-TRILLION INFRASTRUCTURE DEAL: WON’T FIX INFRASTRUCTURE, 
WON’T FIX ECONOMY 


President Biden proposes to spend $2.3 
trillion to refurbish U.S. infrastructure, 
which he defines to include care for 
children and the elderly and affordable 
housing, among an expanded concept of 
economic infrastructure detailed in his plan. 


The plan would spend the money over eight years and be paid for over 15 years 
by raising corporations’ domestic tax rates from the current 21 percent to 28 and 
hiking levies on companies’ foreign earnings from 10.5 percent to 21 percent. 


The G20 group of nations is considering a Biden administration proposal, led by 
treasury secretary Janet Yellin, to adopt a 21-percent global minimum corporate 
income tax to prevent countries from trying to lure businesses by undercutting 
each other's tax rates. 


Biden’s plan does not include tax increases on households. 


“lm open to other ideas” for financing the plan “so long as they don’t impose 
any tax increase on people making less than $400,000,” Biden said in 
announcing his proposal. 


Among the particulars of what Biden called “a once-in-a-generation investment 
in America”: 


$115 billion to build or repair highways, roads, and bridges; 
$85 billion to strengthen public transit; 

$100 billion to expand access to high-speed broadband; 
$100 billion to improve the electric power grid; 

$100 billion to upgrade public schools; 

$102 billion to strengthen the domestic manufacturing base; 
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$50 billion to expand the U.S. semiconductor industry; 

$80 billion for railway improvements and expansion; 

$40 billion to retrain workers whose jobs have become antiquated; 
$30 billion to prepare for the next pandemic; 

$25 billion for airports. 


The plan also calls for $400 billion to strengthen the system of care for children, 
the elderly, and people with disabilities; $174 billion for electric vehicle 
development; and $46 billion to expand green energy markets and technologies. 


Biden’s plan has been attacked by some Congressional Democrats as doing too 
little to address climate change. Others in his party have said they will not 
support the plan unless it re-establishes federal tax deductions for state and 
local taxes, eliminated in Republicans’ 2017 tax cuts. 


Ron Wyden, chair of the Senate finance committee, has said he is crafting his 
proposal to revamp tax rates on corporations’ foreign income. 


Mitch McConnell, leader of Senate Republicans, has attacked the proposal as "a 
Trojan horse for a massive tax increase," a Democratic Party wish list and 
pledged that no Senate Republican would support any version of the proposal 
brought up in the chamber for a vote. 


Biden’s next proposal, scheduled to be announced this month, will focus on 
child care, education, and health care and is expected to carry a price tag of 
between $3 trillion and $4 trillion. 


TREND FORECAST: With only some $220 billion going directly toward 
infrastructure repairs out to the $2 trillion being spent, it is an outright lie to label 
this an infrastructure program. 


It should be noted that according to the American Society of Civil Engineers 
(ASCE), it will take $4.59 trillion to improve the nation's infrastructure. The ASCE 
gave the U.S.’s infrastructure an overall grade of D+. Thus, the so-called 
infrastructure program will do next to nothing to improve the U.S. infrastructure. 
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And, as we have noted, compared to the U.S.’s third-world rail system and its 
rotting roads, China has greatly improved and modernized its infrastructure. And 
rather than pumping money into equity markets and big business during the 
COVID War, Beijing put its money into infrastructure improvements. 


Also, when Donald Trump ran for president in 2016, his main pledges were to 
reduce taxes, build the wall to stop immigrants from flooding into the U.S., and 
rebuild the nation’s rotting infrastructure. 


The only promise he kept was to lower taxes... for the richest Americans. 
According to the Tax Policy Center, the 1 percent got almost 83 percent of the 
benefits from Trump’s 2017 tax bill. 


As we have detailed, rather than investing in capital expenditures, the 
mega-companies spent nearly $1 trillion of their tax breaks on stock buybacks... 
which, in turn, pushed the value of their equities higher. 


BIDEN PLAN SHRINKS MINIMUM CORPORATE TAX PROPOSAL 
al 


During his presidential campaign, Joe 
Biden proposed that any corporation with 
an income of $100 million or more pay a 
minimum 15-percent tax. 


In his $2.3-trillion infrastructure plan, Biden 
has raised that threshold to $2 billion and would allow companies to take 
deductions for research and development, green energy, and affordable 
housing. 


That higher threshold screens out all but 180 U.S. corporations, and only 45 of 
them would pay the 15-percent minimum tax, according to Biden administration 


estimates. 
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Even then, some would pay less than 15 percent because of definitions of 
“income” that vary between tax law and accounting standards, deductions 
permitted under tax law, and arcane accounting rules. 


TREND FORECAST: Should Biden raise taxes to pay for his trillion-dollar 
programs, the mega-corporations will mega-cheat their way out of the tax hikes 
as they are champions at doing... and the heavy tax burden will fall on what is left 
of America’s middle class and small businesses. 


The flood of trillions into the economy will generate the “Biden Bounce,” which 
we forecast will be temporary. 


When the equity markets crash — which they will — the reality of the damage 
caused by the unprecedented lockdowns of entire nations, which have 
destroyed numerous business sectors such as tourism, hospitality, restaurant, 
conventions, trade shows, entertainment, theatre, concerts, etc., will usher in the 
“Greatest Depression.” 


(ISM) measurement of the U.S. economy’s 
service sector strength shot to a record 
63.7 in March from 55.3 in February, the 
institute reported, and it beat expectations 
of all economists surveyed by Bloomberg. 


Readings above 50 signal expansion. 


All 18 categories of services ISM monitors gained in March. 
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The figure shows the fastest rate of service-sector expansion since the institute 
began collecting the data in 1997. The reading also beat all estimates from 
economists surveyed by Bloomberg, according to Business Insider. 


The ISM’s index of service-sector prices rose to 74 from 71.8, indicating that the 
economic recovery, fueled partly by the newest round of government stimulus, 
likely will push prices up and could ignite inflation. 


TRENDPOST: Services accounted for 70 percent of pre-pandemic U.S. 
economic activity. And while 176,000 jobs bounced back in bars and restaurants 
and 64,000 in arts, entertainment, and recreation, they are low-paying and 
seasonal. 


While jobs are returning to some extent, new ones are not being created. 


Last week, The U.S. Department of Labor reported 744,000 people filed 
first-time state unemployment claims. Including the additional 152,000 claims 
filed under the federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program, 
there were almost 900,000 combined claims between state and federal 
programs. 


Thus, while Forbes reported last week that there is “a new billionaire every 17 
hours," the economic conditions for the "average" and lower class workers in 
America — and much of the world — continue to decline. 


CONSUMER CONFIDENCE CLIMBS TO 14-MONTH HIGH 


Consumer confidence bounced from 90.4 
in February to 109.7 in March in the 
Conference Board’s monthly index of 

\ ~~ consumer sentiment. 
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Economists surveyed by Dow Jones and the Wall Street Journal had expected a 
reading of only 96.8. 


The index charted 132.4 in February 2020 on the cusp of the pandemic. 


The confidence index measures shoppers’ outlook; the “present situation index,” 
which gauges consumers’ feelings about the current moment, climbed from 89.6 
to 110 over the month, still about a third lower than just before the pandemic 
struck. 


The future expectations index, which specifically targets peoples’ view of the 
next six months, bounded from 90.9 in February to 109.6 last month, a 
21-month peak. 


“Consumers’ renewed optimism boosted their purchasing intentions for homes, 
autos, and several big-ticket items,” Lynn Franco, the Conference Board’s senior 
director of economic indicators, said in comments quoted by MarketWatch, but 
a rising inflation rate “may temper spending intentions in the months ahead,” she 
cautioned. 


The new confidence survey "looks tremendous relative to the recent past, but it 
is well short of an ‘all clear,'" Stephen Stanley, chief economist at Amherst 
Pierpont Securities, told MarketWatch. 


TREND FORECAST: Consumer confidence will fall dramatically when equity 
markets crash. We maintain our forecast for consumer optimism to continue to 
rise as long as interest rates remain low and Washington and the Federal reserve 
pump in trillions to inflate the economy and equity markets. 


As long as interest rates stay low, the areas where real estate prices have shot 


up will remain strong. And even when the equity markets crash, these sectors 
will not suffer sharp declines. 
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DOLLAR’S MOMENTUM SLOWS EARLY THIS MONTH 


=) 


The U.S. Dollar Index, which gauges the 
dollar’s value against six other major 
currencies, climbed 3.6 percent in this 

' year’s first quarter, its best stretch since 
, 2018, the Financial Times reported. 


The buck’s three-month performance 
seemed to contradict forecasts by the majority of analysts who predicted the 
dollar would lose about 3 percent this year after sliding 6.8 percent in 2020. 


Observers were expecting the global flood of dollars, rock-bottom U.S. interest 
rates, and rebounding economies elsewhere would lure investors away from the 
dollar’s safety. 


Instead, the dollar rose 7.2 percent against Japan’s yen, with that currency 
posting its worst performance in seven years against the greenback in March. In 
the same month, the euro saw its biggest loss against the dollar in three years; 
the Chinese renminbi recorded its worst month versus the dollar in a year. 


The U.S.’s strong economic recovery, driven by massive federal stimulus 
spending and record-low interest rates, has kept the dollar afloat. As we have 
forecast, inflation will rise and so, too, will interest rates, which, in effect, will 
make dollar investments more attractive... short term. 


As inflation rises, so will interest rates. Thus, the sharply-rising “Biden Bounce” 
economy and equity markets that have been artificially propped up with cheap 
money will swiftly decline. But short term, rising interest rates will make the 
dollar attractive. According to the forecasts, the U.S. economy will outperform 
most of the rest of the world this year and should post growth two percentage 
points higher than Europe’s. 
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New Game 


Anxious about inflation, money markets are pricing in an interest rate hike early 
next year, the FT reported, although the U.S. Federal Reserve said earlier this 
month that rates would be pinned near zero until at least 2023. 


The dollar’s resilience sparked a bond-market sell-off, forcing interest rates up 
and making dollar-denominated investments even more attractive. 


The dollar lost some of its mojo early this month, however, slipping 1.2 percent 
against the currencies of major U.S. trading partners and marking the week of 5 
April as its worst since December. 


The broad global economic recovery is likely to continue to lure investors out of 

dollars and persuade central banks to shrink their stores of greenbacks, Steven 

Englander, chief foreign-exchange researcher at Standard Chartered, said to the 
WSJ. 


TRENDPOST: Around the world, central banks have let their stockpiles of dollars 
fall below 60 percent of their foreign currency reserves for the first time in about 
25 years, he noted. (See related story.) 


The following comments support our dollar trend forecast: 
“Our expectations of a bounce in global growth and ongoing stimulus do 
not provide much reason for reserve managers to reverse and start 
re-accumulating dollars,” he said. 
“We’ve stuck with the bearish view,” Zach Pandl, a currency and 
interest-rate strategist at Goldman Sachs, told the FT. “The dollar is more 
likely to weaken over the next few months.” 
“We do not think that the long-term [negative] outlook for the dollar has 


changed,” agreed currency analyst Calvin Tse at Citi. 


Trends Journal 22 13 April 2021 


FED SEES STRONG RECOVERY, WILL KEEP RATES NEAR ZERO 
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Pee E a sont At their meeting on 16 and 17 March, 


officials of the U.S. Federal Reserve 
expressed confidence in an increasingly 

_ strong U.S. economic recovery and said 
they expect to keep interest rates near zero 
| through 2023, barring unexpected jolts to 
the economy. 


The group also showed no interest in curtailing the central bank’s bond 
purchase program, currently snapping up about $120 billion a month in federal 
and corporate securities, according to meeting minutes. 


Several officials expressed the view that president Biden’s $1.9-trillion stimulus 
could help revive the small business sector. 


Some in the meeting expressed concern that a stronger recovery could set off 
inflation at an unexpectedly fast pace, but most did not share the view, the 
minutes show. 


The Fed will not raise interest rates until the economy establishes full 
employment, inflation reaches 2 percent, and is forecast to slightly exceed that 
benchmark for an extended time, Fed chair Jerome Powell has repeatedly 
stated. 


The Fed also will not scale back its $120 billion bond purchases of government 
and corporate bonds per month until it sees “substantial further progress” 
toward those milestones, Powell has often said. 


“A string” of months posting job growth of at least one million would “really 


begin to show progress toward our goals,” Powell said in addressing the spring 
meetings of the World Bank and IMF. 
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For now, “the recovery remains uneven and incomplete,” he said. “The 
unemployment rate in the bottom quartile is still 20 percent. There’s still 8.5 
million people out of work.” 


“This unevenness is a very serious issue,” he said. 


TREND FORECAST: When the government inflation rate breaks above 3 
percent yearly, the Fed will raise rates, which will, in turn, crash the equity 
markets and end the non-commercial real estate boom. And, as long noted, the 
government numbers do not represent the real inflation rate, which is much 
higher (see below). Among the reasons it was rigged was to reduce the cost of 
living index so the 64 million Americans getting social security would not receive 
more money each month. 


As noted by John Williams’ www.shadowstats.com: 


“The March 2021 ShadowStats Alternate CPI (1980 Base) rose to 10.4% 
year-to-year, up from 9.4% in February 2021 and against 9.1% in January 
2021. 


The ShadowStats Alternate CPI-U estimate restates current headline 
inflation to reverse the government's inflation-reducing gimmicks of the last 
four decades, which were designed specifically to reduce/ understate 
COLAs. Related graphs and methodology are available to all on the 
updated ALTERNATE DATA tab above. Subscriber-only data downloads 
and an Inflation Calculator are available there, with extended details in 
pending No. 1460. 


(April 9) March 2021 Producer Prices exploded across the board, with 
record levels of annualized First-Quarter 2021 Inflation of 8.99% for Total 
PPI-FD, 16.04% for PPI-FD Goods Sector and 5.62% for PPI-FD Services 
Sector (BLS).” 


TREND FORECAST: As we have forecast, the higher interest rates go, the 
slower the housing market sector will rise. With the 30-year mortgage fixed rate 
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having risen to a ten-month high at 3.36 percent, loan applications to buy a 
home fell 4.6 percent according to the Mortgage Bankers Association. They 
reported that the higher rates plus a shortage of properties have made homes 
too expensive... especially for first-time buyers. 


U.S. AIRLINES TAKE OFF 


The airline industry is not expected to 
recover its pre-pandemic passenger loads 
until at least 2023, but airlines hope that 
figure might need to be revised. 


Spring bookings on American Airlines 
have reached 90 percent of their pre-pandemic volumes, and its domestic flights 
already are 80 percent full, the airline stated in a recent regulatory filing. 


United Airlines’ domestic leisure bookings are almost back to 2019 volumes, 
according to a statement by CEO Scott Kirby, and the carrier will begin hiring 
300 more pilots, the airline told current pilots in a memo reported by the Wall 
Street Journal. 


Delta, the last American carrier to continue blocking middle seats, has 
announced it will begin filling them with passengers on 1 May. 


The successful vaccine campaign is “giving us the assurance to offer customers 
the ability to choose any seat on our aircraft,” Delta CEO Ed Bastain said ina 
statement announcing the return of the middle seat. 

Frontier Group Holdings, whose Frontier Airlines covers the U.S. and Central 
America from its base in Denver, raised $570 million in its initial public offering 
this month and reported positive cash flow in March. 
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Sun Country Airlines Holdings’ IPO brought in $250 million last month. The 
carrier, which specializes in ferrying Midwesterners to sunny locales down south, 
said it has now repaid a government loan it took out last October. 


The airline industry will book $459 billion in revenue this year, the International 
Air Transport Association has forecast, about 45 percent below 2019’s level but 
significantly more than in 2020. 


TREND FORECAST: As we have noted when the COVID War was launched last 
year, with more people working from home and meetings online becoming the 
new ABnormal, business travel, which accounts for 75 percent of airline profits, 
will not rebound to previous heights. 


However, as we wrote last July, and is now proving itself in the numbers, when 
“society buys into, and becomes injected with a COVID vaccine, it will free more 
who fear catching the disease on an airline or in a hotel room, to travel.” 


TRENDPOST: While the U.S. economy added 916,000 jobs in March, dropping 

the unemployment rate to 6 percent, unemployment in the nation’s broad travel 

industry remains at 13 percent, more than twice the national figure, according to 
the U.S. Travel Association. 


The industry added 280,000 jobs in March, almost a third of the nation’s total 
gain. 


“The rise in leisure and hospitality jobs is a clear sign that an increase in travel 
and related activities corresponds to an increase in jobs,” association president 
Roger Dow said in the statement. “However, leisure and hospitality jobs account 
for almost 40 percent of all U.S. jobs lost in 2020, so we are still way behind in 
terms of a recovery.” 
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EXPORTS FALL, TRADE GAP WIDENS IN FEBRUARY 


The Donald Trump-alleged trade war with 
China and other nations was a factual 
failure. 


According to the Commerce Department, 
the U.S. trade deficit surged to a record high 
in February, ballooning another 4.8 percent 
to a record $711 billion as the cheap money fiscal stimulus spiked the fastest 
economic growth in some 40 years. 


Meanwhile, U.S. exports declined for the first time since May 2020, edging down 
2.6 percent from January to a seasonally adjusted value of $187.3 billion. 


As reported by Reuters, Economists at JPMorgan say the trade deficit could 
subtract a full percentage point from U.S. GDP growth in the first quarter, which 
would be the third straight quarterly decline. 


TREND FORECAST: While U.S. exports slumped, China reported today that its 
exports for March jumped 30.6 percent from a year ago, while its imports rose 
38.1 percent during the same period. This reaffirms China’s “dual circulation” 
strategy of depending less on exports, importing more, and doing more internal 
trade among its 1.4 billion people. 


While the Chinese yuan has slipped from its recent highs, considering its “dual 


circulation policy,” we forecast Beijing will keep the currency from falling since 
the higher its value, the less it will cost to purchase imported products. 
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REAL ESTATE INDUSTRY UPDATE 


U.S. HOUSING MARKET REMAINS AT 
FEVER PITCH. For the first time, the 
average U.S. home is selling above its list 
price, data firm Redfin reported. 


In Austin, Texas, possibly the liveliest real 
estate market in the country, the average 
sale fetches 107 percent of the asking price, the company said. 


Housing prices will rise another 6.8 percent this year, according to a new 
research report by Goldman Sachs. 


Of the 429 counties Redfin monitors, 310 showed at least a 10-percent yearly 
price jump in February, the company noted. 


Home prices in March averaged 17 percent higher than a year earlier, the largest 
year-on-year leap in at least nine years, in part because building materials are 


scarce and builders have to pay more to get them. 


Seventeen counties showed price declines, including San Francisco’s urban 
core, with Manhattan’s prices falling most of all. 


However, prices rose in the suburbs surrounding those city centers. 


Almost half of U.S. homes listed for sale are now snapped up within a week, 
according to Redfin. 


“If you don’t put in an offer five days after [a home] is listed, you’re not going to 
be considered at all,” Redfin chief economist Daryl Fairweather told Bloomberg. 


Many real estate agents now stop accepting offers after a few days and then set 
prospective buyers to bid against each other, he said. 


Trends Journal 28 13 April 2021 


The home-buying frenzy is driven by a year of savings from people who had jobs 
but fewer ways to spend what they earned. 


With the launch of the COVID War and companies telling employees to work 
remotely from home, many of the former city dwellers have sought bigger, 
cheaper dwellings farther from urban centers. 


Near record-low interest rates and a reviving economy also are sending people 
in search of new homes. 


The number of homes on the market has reached a 40-year low, in part because 
potential sellers are unsure if they can afford a new home equivalent to, or better 
than, their current one. 


The boom is likely to wind down as fewer buyers are able to afford the market’s 
lofty prices, rising interest rates, or meet increasingly stringent qualifications for 
mortgages. 


TREND FORECAST: We had forecast this trend last year when the media and 
politicians launched the COVID War. The two factors: remote working and that 
people leaving expensive, large urban centers for suburban and exurban 
locations are unprecedented and would not have been possible prior to the 
advances of 21st-century technology. 


Thus, there will be a steady decline in overbuilt urban areas. Despite moves to 
change zoning laws to turn empty commercial buildings into residential ones, it 
will not replenish the loss of rental income from commercial tenants and 
economic loss for retail, restaurant, tourism, and hospitality businesses that 
thriving commercial cities generated. 


U.S. MORTGAGE MARKET TIGHTENS. Mortgage credit availability, a gauge of 


lenders’ willingness to grant mortgages, is at its lowest since 2014, the 
Mortgage Bankers Association (MBA) has reported. 
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The mortgage market is a busy place, despite the interest rates on fixed-rate 
loans having risen 15 percent in recent weeks. 


What explains the difference: borrowers with sterling credit and large down 
payments are virtually guaranteed a loan, while anyone shy of those near-perfect 
qualifications is increasingly shut out. 


Many borrowers who would have qualified for a mortgage in February 2020 now 
would find their applications rejected, the Wall Street Journal reported, even 
though their incomes, savings, or credit rating hasn’t changed. 


In 2020, about 70 percent of mortgages were given to borrowers with credit 
scores of 760 or higher, compared to 61 percent in 2019, the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York reported. 


In 2020’s final quarter, the median credit score of successful mortgage 
borrowers was 786; a year earlier, the median number was 770. 


Federal Housing Administration mortgages typically require smaller incomes and 
down payments; however, the agency also tightened its requirements, with 
borrowers showing an average credit score of 672 in fiscal 2020, compared to 
666 in the previous year, according to agency figures. 


The tight mortgage market is a reflection of the real estate market: fewer homes 
are for sale as homeowners sit tight and wait for the economy to recover. As a 
result, fewer homes are available, pushing prices up at the fastest pace since 
2006, according to Goldman Sachs. 


Last summer, the median home price topped $300,000 for the first time; in 
2020’s fourth quarter, the average price of homes sold was $346,800, according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau and Department of Housing and Urban Development. 


In an economy and jobs market still trying to right themselves, and with home 
prices at or near record highs, lenders are pickier about who they trust to keep 


up payments. 
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“Because mortgage credit is difficult to obtain, it is a more competitive 
environment overall,” Lawrence Yun, MBA’s chief economist, told the WSu. 


TREND FORECAST: The “Biden Bounce” will generate a sharply booming 
economic recovery that will last as long as interest rates remain low and 
Washington and the Federal Reserve continue to pump cheap money into the 
economy and equity markets. Thus, for the short term, the housing boom in hot 
areas will be maintained, and even when the “Greatest Depression” hits, while 
real estate prices in those sectors will decline, they will not fall as fast or sharply 
as those in middle-income sectors. 


OFFICE VACANCIES REACH TEN-YEAR HIGH. As we had forecast a year ago 
when employers closed their offices to fight the COVID War and allowed 
employees to work remotely, there would be a big selloff in the commercial 
sector. 


Across the U.S., the office vacancy rate has climbed to 16.4 percent, the highest 
in about a decade, according to Cushman & Wakefield (C&W), a real estate 
services firm. 


In Manhattan, the rate is 17.3 percent, the highest since at least 1990. 


Office blocks were emptied by the fear of not being socially distanced, and 
government-imposed economic lockdowns forced many businesses to close. 


JPMorgan Chase will need only about 60 seats for every 100 office employees 
when social distancing and other strictures are abolished, CEO Jamie Dimon 


wrote earlier this month in his annual letter to shareholders. 


Citigroup has said its office staff will need to be in a central location only two or 
three days a week. 


Twitter has loosed all of its 5,200 employees to work at home permanently; 
Facebook says up to half of its staff may never return to a central office. 
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Businesses also are now leasing an average of 10 percent less space, C&W 
found, as more companies are setting policies that allow employees to work at 
home several days a week. 


Investment firm Loomis Sayles leased 230,000 square feet in February, about a 
third as much as previously. 


“We are capitalizing on our ability to support more work from home,” CEO Kevin 
Charleston told the Wall Street Journal. 


The new work-from-home office culture is weighing heavily on property owners, 
builders, lenders, and cities. 


Allowing the nation's office workers to spend a day and a half at home each 
week would reduce office space needs enough to cut landlords’ profits 15 
percent, Fitch Ratings has calculated; three days a week would slash 30 percent 
from profits, Fitch said. 


Office rents for leases of four years or longer in Chicago, Los Angeles, New 
York, San Francisco, and other major urban centers are averaging 13 percent 
less than during 2020’s first quarter, according to a study commissioned by the 
WSJ. 


In Manhattan, the average rate slid from $82 a square foot to $74. 

Those rental rates will be squeezed even more by the 124 million square feet of 
new office space the WSJ reported to be under construction, enough to 
accommodate 700,000 workers. 

Much of the new building was underway before the virus pandemic began. 
Manhattan’s office towers have lost 25 percent of their market value in the last 
12 months, New York City’s budget office estimates, contributing to the city’s 


$1-billion loss reduction in property tax revenues this year. 
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Commercial construction has lost almost 10 percent of its business over the last 
12 months, compared to 2019, the Associated General Contractors of America 
has reported. (See related story.) 


During the first three months of this year, 1,302 companies began looking for 
office space in the top seven U.S. markets, about 40 percent less than in 2020's 
first quarter, according to the WSJ study, which was conducted by VTS, a data 
firm that monitors lease negotiations. 


TREND FORECAST: Many commercial landlords, especially smaller ones, will 
find it hard to pay property taxes, which will rob cities of desperately needed 
income to maintain services. As we have forecast and is now a reality, as people 
lose everything and have nothing left to lose, crime rates will rise... and, as we 
have detailed in the Trends Journal, they have surged in many large cities. Thus, 
the higher crime rates climb, the more people will want to escape to suburban 
and exurban areas. 


While there will be an urban bounce back, it will take several years. During that 
time, as the small commercial landlords go broke, private equity groups, hedge 
funds, and major commercial real estate firms will buy up what is being lost, thus 
controlling yet a greater percentage of global assets. 


OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR SUBLEASE HITS 18-YEAR RECORD. At the 
end of 2020, 137 million square feet of empty office space was available for 
sublease across the U.S., 40 percent more than a year earlier and more than at 
any time since 2003, according to CBRE Group, a real estate services and 
investment firm. 


JPMorgan Chase has listed 700,000 square feet available in Manhattan, the 
island’s largest single block of space up for sublet, real estate services firm 
Savills noted. PriceWaterhouseCoopers and Yelp also have sizable space open 
in Manhattan. 
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Salesforce, Uber, and Wells Fargo are offering large amounts of square footage 
in San Francisco, the Wall Street Journal reported. 


Dropbox recently sublet a large amount of its 700,000 square feet in San 
Francisco to two biotech companies at deep discounts. In an earnings call, the 
company reported it will earn $800 million from the subleases but still will write 
down $400 million from its leases because the income for subleases fails to 
cover the rent Dropbox pays for the space. 


In Chicago, AMITA Health has put its headquarters on the sublease market 
because employees like working from home, a company spokesman told the 
WSJ. 


Companies in financial distress often seek to fill unused spaces to raise cash, 
but many firms now looking to hand off leases are doing well, the WSJ noted; 
they simply need less space because the economic shutdown accelerated the 
trend to send employees home to work, an arrangement that will endure for 
many companies and workers after the pandemic ends. 


That means a permanent reduction in demand for office space and a resulting 
reduction in rents, which fell 17 percent in New York and San Francisco and 13 
percent nationally over the past 12 months, the WSJ reported. 


TRENDPOST: Large companies have tended to sign leases lasting a decade or 
more to lock in rental rates. As a result, with employees staying home, the 
businesses have little recourse other than trying to find subtenants to help pay 
the rent. 
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BUSINESSES WARN OF DANGERS IN NEW YORK TAX HIKE 


Seeking to fill a $15-billion budget hole 
dug by the pandemic and resulting 
economic shutdown, New York’s state 
legislature approved a $212-billion budget 
that raises corporate and income taxes on 
the state’s most affluent earners. 


The budget adds funding for schools, arts groups, small business aid, 
renewable energy, and tenants behind on their rent. 


It also raises the personal tax rate from 8.82 percent to 9.65 percent for persons 
reporting $1 million or more in income or joint filers reporting at least $2 million. 


Income above $5 million will be taxed at 10.3 percent; income above $25 million 
will incur a 10.9-percent levy. 


The corporate tax rate was jacked from 6.5 percent to 7.25 percent through 
2023. 


Business leaders across the state and in New York City in particular, lobbied 
heavily against the tax boosts. 


Executives said that tax increases are unnecessary because the state’s and 
nation’s economies are recovering, rising on a continuing tide of federal dollars. 


Big Apple business leaders have warned that the income tax increase would 
leave New York City’s top earners with the highest combined state-and-city tax 
rate in the nation, which is likely to drive those earners out of the state as 
businesses adopt remote work as a new normal. 


The loss of office tenants already is draining property-tax revenue from city 
coffers, they said, according to the Wall Street Journal. 
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JetBlue Airways has said it may move its headquarters from New York City to 
Florida, which has no personal income tax, when its current lease expires. 
Goldman Sachs also is mulling expanding its presence in Florida. 


Blackstone, Icahn Enterprises, and Silver Lake Partners are among the 
companies that have either fled New York City or are expanding their footprints 
in the Sunshine State. 


From July 2019 to July 2020, more people migrated out of New York than any 
other state, according to census bureau figures. More than 300,000 households 
in high-income New York City neighborhoods filed out-of-town 
change-of-address forms with the U.S. Postal Service from March through 
October last year. 


The value of hotels and retail spaces fell 20 percent in the city’s fiscal year 2021 
from 2020; office values slid 15 percent and apartment buildings 8 percent, 
according to city figures. 


Property taxes made up almost half of New York City’s tax revenues in fiscal 
2019, the WSJ reported. 


TREND FORECAST: Big cities, small cities, big companies, small companies... 
rich and poor will unite to fight rising property, school and sales taxes. 


Again, one of our megatrends for the years ahead are anti-tax movements, 
which, in turn, will form new political parties. Thus, despite the call to raise taxes 
to pay for both stimulus measures or lost revenue, the political demands will fall 
short and government jobs and services will decline. 
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NEW KIND OF BOND BACKS COMPANIES SHOWING NO PROFIT 


In search of higher yields, private equity 
firms are loaning money, sometimes 

~~ hundreds of millions of dollars, to 

l g= ambitious businesses that are not turning 
a profit but have some prospect of doing 


~~ so in the future. 


Companies turn to these new forms of bonded loans, known as “asset-backed 
securitizations” (ABS) to raise money without issuing additional stock and 
diluting current shareholders’ ownership. 


About $2 billion ABS bonds have been sold since November, the Wall Street 
Journal reported. 

If a company borrows but then struggles, it can slash spending to still keep up 
payments on the bond, insiders explain. 


The bonds are so unusual that standard ratings agencies, such as Moody’s 
Investors Services and Standard & Poor’s Global Ratings, rarely list them. 


Instead, the bonds are listed by Kroll Bond Ratings Agency, which is trying to 
grow its business and compete with Moody’s and S&P, the WSJ noted. 


“It’s a new form of securitization but we are able to create a 
probability-of-default opinion,” Kroll said in a statement quoted by the WSu. 


Recent ABS deals include Golub Capital’s $25-million bond purchased from 
software-delivery firm Cloudbees and Owl Rock Capital Partners $300-million 
loan to back equity firm Hellman & Friedman’s buyout of Checkmarx, an Israeli 
digital security company. 


So far, ABS deals all have been handled by investment bank MUFG Securities 
America, a subsidiary of Japan’s Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group. 
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“These are healthy companies being wholly inappropriately financed,” Daniel 
Zwirn, founder of Arena Investors, commented to the WSJ, warning that 
investors’ continuing hearty appetite for tech firms and rising competition among 
lenders is making it too easy for smaller companies to sink over their heads in 
debt. 


However, the loans are typically structured more conservatively than 
conventional bond sales, ABS advocates told the WSJ, and investors are 
comforted by the involvement of private equity firms. 


NEW COALITION WILL PRESS FOR STRICTER ANTITRUST MEASURES 


3 A new national coalition of business groups 
E representing thousands of retailers will press 
5 | the U.S. government for stricter antitrust laws, 
including measures that might force Amazon 

| to spin off some of its business lines. 


The group, called Small Business Rising, announced itself on 6 April and 
includes the National Grocers Association, the American Booksellers 
Association, the Alliance for Pharmacy Compounding, trade groups representing 
office supply stores, independent hardware merchants, and merchant groups in 
12 cities. 


The campaign has no separate staff or budget but will rely on the coordinated 
efforts of its member groups. 


The alliance will urge Congress to pass a law forbidding the owner of a 


dominant online marketplace from selling its products in competition with other 
retailers. 
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Such a law would effectively separate Amazon’s own retail business from its 
function as a platform for third-party sellers. 


Retailers selling through Amazon’s website have complained of more and higher 
fees and Amazon’s practice of buying products from wholesalers to sell on its 
own account, cutting out conventional retailers selling on Amazon’s website. 


Doug Mrdeza, a Michigan hardware store owner, told the Wall Street Journal he 
laid off 40 employees after Amazon hiked his fees and started selling goods it 
bought from his suppliers. 


David Guernsey, an office supply retailer in Virginia, told the WSJ that 
government agencies are buying more on Amazon but if he sold through the 
site, he would be forced to give Amazon data about his pricing, customers, and 
suppliers. 


About 1,800 independent bookstores are selling on Amazon in an attempt to 
survive, according to a statement by the American Booksellers Association; 75 
stores that were association members went out of business last year, the group 
reported. 


Such stories “are powerful and motivating for lawmakers,” said Stacy Mitchell, 
director of the Institute for Local Self-Reliance, an advocacy group that leads the 
Small Business Rising campaign, in comments quoted by the WSu. 


“It’s a real business that’s going to go under with a real community that’s going 
to suffer as a result,” she said. 


In a statement quoted by the WSJ, Amazon accused the new business group of 
“suggesting misguided interventions in the free market that would kill off 
independent retailers and punish consumers by forcing small businesses out of 
popular online stores, raising prices, and reducing consumer choice and 
convenience.” 
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Amazon has reported spending about $18 million on lobbying efforts in 2020, 
much of the effort focused on keeping antitrust laws no stronger, and no more 
strongly enforced, than they are now. 


TREND FORECAST: While the strategies and goals seem nebulous, this is the 
beginning of a new antitrust trend. As we continue to report, with money cheap, 
merger and acquisition activity continues to accelerate, thus eliminating 
competition as the Bigs get bigger. Indeed, just yesterday, Microsoft continued 
its buying spree, gobbling up Nuance Communications Inc. in a $16 billion 
software deal. 


Along with anti-tax, anti-vax, anti-immigration, anti-establishment movements we 
forecast will continue to accelerate, so, too, will anti-monopoly/antitrust. 


AUTONOMOUS CAR TECH FIRMS PREPARE TO GO PUBLIC 


ER a 3 == 


TuSimple, an automated driving system for 
long-distance trucks, has filed papers to 
make an initial public stock offering in late 
March, despite its meager revenues and 
hefty expenses. 


Argo Al, which makes automated taxis and 
has cadged investments from Ford and Volkswagen, may go public late this year 
or early next, the company’s CEO told staff in a meeting early this month, 
according to the Wall Street Journal. 


Other automated car companies also are lining up to enter the stock market, the 
WSJ reported, perhaps through special-purpose acquisition companies 


(SPACs). (See related story.) 


Stock buyers have been favoring automotive companies recently and "public 
markets have more appetite for early-stage companies," noted David Liu, CEO 
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of Plus, which makes tech for long-haul trucks, in comments quoted by the 
WSJ. 


However, the technological challenges remaining around the systems these 
companies are developing — the “eyes and ears” and software to run self-driving 
cars safely — are daunting. 


“Self-driving vehicles are often swept into the same bucket as electric ones,” 
WSJ columnist Stephen Wilmot wrote on 8 April. “In reality, both the technology 
and the business case [for automated vehicles] are more speculative.” 


“It is easier to see why automated-driving companies might benefit from public 
markets than the other way around,” he wrote. 


TREND FORECAST: For several years, Wall Street and the media have been 
hyping the driverless car movement. Go back four years ago and they promised 
a new driverless world by 2025. We maintain our forecast that truly autonomous 
vehicles and driverless taxis flooding the freeways, highways, and side streets of 
a country near you is long down the road geek-fed fantasy. 


Moreover, marketing and public relations specialists who spew one overblown, 
promise-the-world press release after another will find studies and fact-based 
findings from scientists, engineers, and technologists who don't represent these 
special interests, which will prove a driverless society in the near future is a 
fallacy. 


Yet, despite the facts, the driverless hype will, from time to time, generate equity 
market income and stock market gambling. 


On the upside of the driverless trend, we forecast that autonomous vehicles 
specifically engineered for mining, trucking, city busing — moving people or 
cargo from point A to point B on specific routes — is the near/midterm future of 
driverless vehicles. 
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FED CHAIR: SLOW VAX ROLLOUT COULD THREATEN GLOBAL ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY 


Jerome Powell, the chairman of the Federal 
Reserve, said Friday that the slow rollout of 
COVID-19 vaccines in countries outside the 
U.S. could hamper the prospects of a swift 

global recovery. 


The Wall Street Journal reported that 
despite the vaccination progress in the U.S., some emerging economies are 
having difficulty vaccinating their populations. UBS estimated that these 
countries may only vaccinate 28 percent of their populations by the end of the 
year. The report pointed out that the U.S. is on pace to vaccinate three-fourths 
of its population by June. 


Powell said, “Viruses are no respecters of borders, and until the world really is 
vaccinated we’re all going to be at risk of new mutations. | would look at global 
vaccination as a risk really... to the progress we are making.” 


Brazil is an example of an emerging economy that has been hit with another 
wave of infections. President Jair Bolsonaro has made it clear in recent weeks 
that vaccinations are his top priority in the country. 


“The Country is in a nationwide hospital collapse right now—it’s the first time in 
history the public health system has collapsed. If we can acquire the vaccine in 
large quantities, we could at least mitigate the situation,” Dr. Miguel Nicolelis, a 
Brazilian professor of neuroscience at Duke, told the BBC. 


The IMF’s managing director, Kristalina Georgieva, told A/ Jazeera that the 


vaccine production helped save the global economy and there could have easily 
been “another Great Depression.” 
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She urged world powers like the U.S., India, and China to keep poorer countries 
in mind when it comes to access to vaccines. She said a quicker end to the 
public health crisis could tack on about $9 trillion to the global GDP by 2025. 


“Vaccine policy is economic policy,” she said. 
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TRENDS ON THE GLOBAL 
ECONOMIC FRONT 


FIRST-QUARTER M&As SET RECORD 

During 2021's first quarter, about $1.3 trillion in mergers and acquisitions were 
booked worldwide, the Financial Times reported, buoyed significantly by Wall 
Street’s infatuation with special-purpose acquisition companies (SPACs). (See 


related story.) 


The deals’ value topped every other year’s first-quarter total since at least 1980, 
according to data firm Refinitiv. 


In the U.S., the volume of deals was up 160 percent year over year. 


Private equity firms had their best first quarter on record, with the number of 
deals growing 116 percent year-over-year. 
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Several major deals swelled this year’s total, including General Electric’s 
aircraft-leasing division to Irish competitor AerCap for $30 billion and Canadian 
Pacific’s purchase of the Kansas City Southern railroad for $29 billion. 


The volume of deals also expanded with the advent of video conferencing. 


“You can do three or four meetings in a day without having to travel,” Kevin 
Brunner, who co-leads Bank of America’s M&A operations in the Americas, told 
the FT. “More importantly, it allows key decision-makers to attend and 
participate.” 


The deal-making frenzy gave investment banks their most lucrative quarter this 
century, raking in $37 billion in fees. 


“The rebound from a year ago is more dramatic than anything we’ve ever seen in 
M&A recovery, full stop,” Cary Kochman, co-head of global M&A at Citigroup, 
told the FT. 


TREND FORECAST: As we note in our new article, “NEW COALITION WILL 
PRESS FOR STRICTER ANTITRUST MEASURES,” we continue to report that 
with money cheap, merger and acquisition activity continues to accelerate, thus 
eliminating competition as the Bigs get bigger. Therefore, along with anti-tax, 
anti-vax, anti-immigration, anti-establishment movements we forecast will 
continue to accelerate, so, too, will anti-monopoly/antitrust. 


EMERGING NATIONS’ RECOVERY LAGGING 


Powered by China’s strength and at least 
6-percent growth in the U.S., the world’s 

F economy will expand by 6 percent this year, 
i the International Monetary Fund (IMF) said 
in a 12 April prediction. 
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But many of the world’s poor countries will not share in that growth, the agency 
warned. 


Emerging markets are not receiving needed supplies of vaccines, the IMF said, 
which means more months of COVID spread, ongoing health care costs, and a 
delayed economic reopening among those countries. 


Developed nations were able to flood their economies with trillion of dollars, 
euros, and yen, averaging 13 percent of GDP, to weather the global shutdown, 
the IMF noted. 


In contrast, poor countries averaged only 2 percent of GDP to bolster their 
economies, often devastated last year by the lack of tourist dollars and 
commodity sales, and now those nations are tapped out, the IMF said. 


As a result, 39 million people may slide into extreme poverty this year — defined 
as living on $1.90 a day or less — in addition to the 124 million that fell into 
extreme poverty in 2020, the IMF predicted. 


The pandemic and economic collapse have worsened economic inequality 
around the world, sharpened political polarization, and been used by dictators to 
crack down on political opposition, according to a new report by the U.S. 
National Intelligence Council, which researches probable global 20-year trends. 


TREND FORECAST: As we have forecast, the lower these nations fall, the 
higher the levels of civil unrest. Thus, as more people fall into poverty, they will 
take to the streets to protest rising crime, violence, and government corruption. 


As civil unrest escalates and living conditions further deteriorate, millions of 
immigrants will leave their nations to seek safe haven shelters. This in turn will 
boost populist and anti-global movements in the countries they seek to escape 
to. 
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POOR NATIONS FACE DISMAL FUTURE 


With the dollar unexpectedly growing 
stronger, interest rates rising in the U.S., 
and China's economy humming, 
developing nations are seeing investors 
beginning to send their money to safer, 
more lucrative nations. The loss of capital 
may well leave emerging economies 
starved for cash at a time when global interest rates rise, making it harder for 
poor countries to pay their national debts. 


Vulnerable countries especially fear increases in the U.S. “real yield,” the rate of 
return on investment that exceeds the rate of inflation. 


Higher real yields in the U.S. could easily persuade investors to avoid the risk 
posed by investments in developing nations and their teetering economies. 


Last month, Turkey suffered its largest capital flight since 2015 after president 
Recip Erdogan fired central bank chief Naci Agbal when Agbal raised interest 
rates to curb inflation and provide a real-yield return to investors. 


In the week after Agbal was sacked, investors sold $1.1 billion worth of bonds 
denominated in Turkish currency, the largest short-term sell-off since January 
2015, and dumped $800 million in Turkish stocks, the most since 2007. 


In total, investors withdrew 40 percent of the money they put into Turkish 
investments during the four months Agbal was in office. 


Altogether, $5.16 billion left emerging nations for more developed economies in 
March, according to the Institute for International Finance (IIF). Investors also 
pulled $670 million out of stock markets in developing countries during February 
and March, the IIF reported. 
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Analysts regard the amount as relatively modest but fear it signals a larger 
outflow to come, especially now that President Biden has followed a successful 
vaccination campaign with a $1.9-trillion relief measure and a $2.3-trillion 
infrastructure proposal pouring more dollars into the U.S. economy. 


The capital outflows also have weakened currencies; Brazil’s real has slumped 8 
percent against the dollar so far this year. 


“Faster U.S. recovery could cause a rapid rise in interest rates, which could lead 
to a sharp tightening of financial conditions and significant capital outflow from 

emerging and developing economies,” IMF director Kristalina Georgieva said in 

a 30 March speech cited by the Wall Street Journal. 


To compete for investors’ dollars, Russia’s central bank raised the nation’s 
benchmark interest rate from its record-low 4.25 percent to 4.5 in March; this 
month, Mexico’s bond rates reached their highest in a year. 


Brazil’s rate on its 10-year local currency bond rose from 6.96 percent at the end 
of 2020 to 9.65 percent on 7 April. 


However, those higher interest rates could bog down economic recovery and 
growth in those countries. 


“Emerging-market fixed income today [is] going against big headwinds,” Paul 
O’Connor, a multi-asset strategist at Janus Henderson, told the WSJ. 


The convergence of factors reminds some economists of 2013 when U.S. 
Federal Reserve chair Ben Bernanke publicly mentioned that the Fed was 


considering slowing its purchase of U.S. government bonds. 


Investors panicked, interest rates rose, and emerging economies were forced to 
raise interest rates to hold investors’ capital. 


The rise in interest rates slowed economic growth across the developing world, 
a prospect especially risky now that those same countries have borrowed 
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heavily to pay pandemic-related health care costs and prop up their economies 
during the global shutdown. 


TRENDPOST: As the global economy recovers and interest rates rise, capital 
will be lured away from developing nations, pushing those countries toward 
default, Kristalina Georgieva, the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) managing 
director, has warned. 


As U.S. interest rates rise and financial conditions tighten, capital flowing out of 
emerging nations “would pose major challenges, especially to middle-income 
countries with large external financing needs and elevated debt levels,” she said. 


Many of those countries rely on tourism, she noted, an economic sector that is 
likely to be among the slowest to rebound once the global economy revives. 


She urged IMF member nations to work to ease pressures on vulnerable 
countries and asked for support for the IMF's plan to offer $650 billion in special 
drawing rights at the fund for countries in dire need. 


Georgieva’s comments follow a similar warning from U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, who said in a recent Financial Times interview that efforts to 
deal with the fallout from the pandemic and global economic shutdown were 
“too limited in scope and too late.” 


CREDIT SUISSE LOSES $4.7 BILLION IN HEDGE FUND MELTDOWN 


CREDIT SUISSE 
SSS Credit Suisse Holdings reported losing 


$4.7 billion when hedge fund Archegos 
Capital Management was unable to meet 
margin calls last month, the bank 
reported. 
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As a result of the debacle, the bank's chiefs of risk management and investment 
banking have been let go. Credit Suisse also has slashed its dividend and 
stopped buying back its stock. 


The Archegos fumble shortly followed Greensill Capital’s crash in late March, 
which left Credit Suisse out anywhere from $1.5 billion to $3 billion in clients’ 
frozen funds, by various estimates. 


The bank said it expects to report a first-quarter loss of about $900 billion, less 
than might have been because of Credit Suisse’s otherwise strong first-quarter 
performance. 


The bank’s stumbles invite ongoing closer scrutiny by regulators, analysts said, 
as well as the risk that clients will take their money elsewhere. 


TRENDPOST: We note this occurrence to illustrate how rigged the equity 
markets are and how Wall Street has absolutely no connection to Main Street. 
And, it may just take one or more of these or other “investment” scandals to 
crash the overvalued stock markets... just as the Lehman Brothers collapse 
triggered the Panic of '08. 


EUROZONE INFLATION RATE HIGHEST IN A YEAR 


a In March, prices in the European Union 
rose 1.3 percent, compared to 0.9 percent 
in February. 

March’s rate was inflation’s fastest pace 
since February 2020. 


The core inflation rate, which excludes 
food and energy prices, actually fell during the month, edging down from 
February’s 1.1 percent to 0.9 percent in March. 
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The inflation rate remains well under the European Central Bank’s (ECB) target 
rate of 2 percent. 

The latest rise is due to one-time tweaks to various economic factors, not the 
beginning of a long-term price surge, the ECB said. 


Those factors include the end of some German tax breaks and changes to the 
weights assigned to various components of the price index used to measure 
inflation, the latter adding about 0.3 percent to the inflation index this year, 
according to ECB economists. 


Germany’s central bank had predicted 3-percent inflation in the country this 
year. However, like many other European countries, Germany’s economic 
expansion has been reined in by continued shutdowns in their fight to win the 
COVID War. 


TREND FORECAST: As the numbers show, inflation is rising. And, the higher 
inflation rises, so, too, will central banks raise interest rates. 


Already down in negative territory, while these historically low rates have kept the 
economies from crashing as the European Central Bank flooded the continent 
with cheap money and bought trillions in government and corporate bonds since 
2014, it has done little to generate strong economic growth. 


Indeed, before the COVID War that began in 2020 top economic nations such as 
Germany were on the edge of recession. 


COMPETITORS MULL PURCHASE OF CHIP-MAKER KIOXIA 


Micron Technology Inc. and Western Digital 
Corp. are considering buying rival chip-maker 
Kioxia Holdings in a deal worth as much as 
$30 billion, the Wall Street Journal reported. 
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No agreements have been made about price or the sale’s possible structure, 
people familiar with the discussions told the WSu. 


Kioxia, based in Tokyo, is controlled by the Bain Capital private equity firm. 


The possible sale comes amid a worldwide shortage of computer chips. Kioxia 
makes NAND memory chips for smartphones, computer servers, and other 
devices that soared in popularity during the economic shutdown and will 
continue to be in strong demand as the world adopts 5G broadband technology. 


Kioxia mulled a $16-billion initial public stock offering last September but 
postponed it because of the global economic lockdown and future uncertainties. 
Its value has grown substantially since then, analysts say. 


The lockdown-powered tech boom has almost doubled Micron’s value to nearly 
$100 billion; a surge in Western Digital’s share values now place the company’s 
worth at about $20 billion, according to the WSJ. 


Kioxia’s sale would be one of many since the pandemic began as chip-makers 
seek economies of scale and to expand their product portfolios and market 
reach. 


Among recent deals, many ranking among the world’s largest: Advanced Micro 
Devices paid $35 billion to acquire Xilinx, Nvidia bought Arm Holdings for $40 
billion, and Analog Devices’ $20-billion outlay to take over Maxim Integrated 
Products. 


Micron Technologies is a major supplier of DRAM memory chips; acquiring 
Kioxia would expand its presence in a complementary technology and market, 
the WSJ noted. 


Kioxia is one of Japan’s most notable tech companies and any sale probably 
would require the Japanese government’s approval. The U.S. government would 
likely look favorably on Kioxia’s sale to a U.S. firm as part of the Biden 
administration’s plan to strengthen the U.S. chip industry. 
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TRENDPOST: We note this potential $30 billion merger to again illustrate how, 
regardless of the nation, the Bigs keep getting bigger and the concentration of 
financial, industrial, and technological wealth is concentrated among the few. 


The facts of consolidation of wealth were blasted in the headline which we 
continue to note: “Forbes: a new billionaire every 17 hours.” 


JAPAN’S ECONOMIC RECOVERY STILL A YEAR AWAY, ANALYSTS SAY 


On 12 April, Japan will begin vaccinating 
tw citizens age 65 and older, the largest 
á segment of the country’s population. 


At the expected pace of inoculation, the 
nation’s economic recovery will be “stop 
and go” until herd immunity is achieved around the end of this year, according to 
economists at Japan’s Norinchukin Research Institute. 


Most economists believe that will boost the economy to pre-pandemic levels by 
July 2022, but Takuto Murase, senior economist at the Japan Research Institute, 
believes the country will reach that milestone earlier next year. 


“It is the elderly who voluntarily haven’t gone out and have been stuck at home,” 
he said in an interview with the Japan Times. 


“Once the vaccination of older people progresses” and this 36-million-strong 
demographic starts visiting shops and restaurants again, “the economy should 
start showing clearer signs of a gradual recovery,” he said. 


However, the sluggish pace of vaccinations in Japan will put its return to 
economic normal about a year behind that of the U.S., the JT reported. 


“The biggest reason why Japan’s recovery is slower than the U.S. comes from 
the difference of the size of the economic stimulus,” Taro Saito, research fellow 
at NLI Research Institute, told the JT. 


“Japan’s stimulus is giant but still pales in comparison to that of the U.S.,” he 
said. 


The U.S. has so far pumped about $4 trillion into its economy during the 
pandemic and global lockdown, more than any other country. Japan’s rescue 
spending ranked second in the world at the equivalent of about $2.2 trillion. 


Japan’s economy shrank at an annualized rate of -29.3 percent in 2020’s second 
quarter, and a second government-imposed lockdown hobbled a nascent 
recovery. 


The country’s GDP will expand by 5.8 percent in the current quarter, Saito 
predicted. 


CENTRAL BANKS SHRINK THEIR DOLLAR RESERVES 


ue f fe 


Central banks around the world have pared 
back the amount of dollars they hold, 
reducing the buck’s share of worldwide 
foreign currency reserves to 59 percent in 


G A N \ December, the lowest level since 1995, the 
ACAS a International Monetary Fund reported. 


The figure equates to a 1.5-percent decline in 2020’s fourth quarter. 


The banks have increased their holdings of euros and the Japanese yen as well 
as currencies of other countries, the Wall Street Journal reported. 
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The WSJ Dollar Index slipped 0.25 percent on 6 April, its fourth decline in five 
trading sessions. 


The index is down 8 percent year over year. 


“Several structural trends skew the medium-term dollar outlook in a negative 
direction, including the widening U.S. trade deficit, China’s financial opening, 
and the European Union’s effort to create a common bond market for the 
region,” Zach Pandl, Goldman Sachs’ chief of foreign currency research, said in 
a WSJ article. 


The bank predicts the dollar will weaken slightly through 2021 as the global 
economy improves and investors seek higher rates of return elsewhere. 


However, rising interest rates, president Joe Biden’s ongoing spending 
programs, and strong U.S. economic recovery could buoy the buck, others say. 


“The share of dollars as a global reserve currency may improve over the coming 
quarters if the dollar stays strong, which it may, considering the larger yield 
pick-up you get for holding U.S. assets versus most European ones,” Tai Wong, 
who trades metals derivatives at the Bank of Montreal, told the WSJ. 


TREND FORECAST: Since the U.S. economy is projected to grow stronger than 
most other nations, the dollar may not fall as fast as we originally projected. 
However, as the U.S. debt load continues to expand, and the Biden Bounce runs 
out of economic steam, Washington and the Federal Reserve will take additional 
measures to artificially pump up the economy, which will, in turn, put further 
downward pressure on the dollar. 


And while the yuan now accounts for less than 3 percent of global transactions 
vs. the dollar at 38 percent, with China estimated to overtakes the United States 
as the world’s largest economy by 2028, it will ultimately become the global 
currency of choice. 
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TOP TRENDS 2021: THE RISE OF CHINA 


Sm. 


As we have been reporting in the Trends 
Journal, Beijing will no longer take orders 
or follow rules set by Washington. (See our 
23 March article, “CHINA TELLS U.S TO 
FU.” 


Following what we had noted, this is the 
front-page headline of today's Wall Street 
Journal — Beijing’s Message to America: We’re an Equal Now 


Yes, equal now, superior later. As we have forecast, the 20th century was the 
American century — the 21st century will be the Chinese century. The business of 
China is business; the business of America is war. 


CHINA’S CONSUMERS ARE SHOPPING AGAIN. After lagging the country’s 
manufacturing recovery for months, consumer spending in China surged in 
March. 


The nation’s official purchasing managers index for nonmanufacturing 
businesses climbed from 51.4 in February to 56.3 in March, the National Bureau 
of Statistics reported. 


Readings above 50 signal economic expansion. 


The Chinese government has been working to rebalance its economy, shifting 
some emphasis from manufacturing exports to domestic consumption. 


The purchasing managers index for manufacturing also rose last month, 
reaching 51.9 from February’s reading of 50.6. 


CHINA CAR SALES PUT PEDAL TO METAL. Sales of passenger vehicles in 
China ballooned 69 percent to 5.09 million during 2021’s first quarter, with 


consumers’ appetite for luxury cars and electric vehicles (EVs) returning the 
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market to pre-pandemic strength, the China Passenger Car Association (CPCA) 
reported. 


BMW and Mercedes-Benz set new sales records during the period, with 
consumers taking the keys to 229,748 and 222,520 units, respectively. 


For the quarter, 437,000 EVs left dealers’ lots, booking an 8-percent market 
share for the period. 


March was Tesla’s best sales month so far in China, delivering 35,748 of its 
locally-assembled Model Y sedans. 


In contrast, General Motors sold 780,200 vehicles, fewer than in any first quarter 
since 2012, not counting 2020’s pandemic-plagued period. China has been the 
company’s only major market outside of the U.S. 


Ford’s sales edged up from 136,279 two years earlier to 153,822 for the period, 
reversing a long slide but still only about half the number it sold in the same 
period in 2016. 


Foreign makers, especially of mid-market vehicles, are being squeezed by 
Chinese manufacturers as they rival western companies in styling and 
engineering. 


However, China’s car market is likely to need until at least 2024 to regain its 
2018 peak, when 5.67 million vehicles were sold, the CPCA predicted. 


The country’s recently weak equities market has discouraged shoppers from 
buying high-ticket items such as new Cars, analysts say. 


CHINA SLASHED LENDING IN AFRICA BEFORE PANDEMIC, STUDY 
SHOWS. China’s loans to African nations plummeted from $28 billion in 2016 to 
$9.9 billion in 2018 and $7 billion in 2019, according to a report by Johns 
Hopkins University’s China Africa Research Initiative (CARI). 
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The figures mirror a late 2020 Boston University study showing that China 
sharply curbed lending around the world. 


The cutbacks possibly reflect China’s decision that many African nations had 
borrowed too much, a conclusion proved true in recent months. 


The International Monetary Fund recently warned the developed world to 
prepare for a debt crisis among emerging nations (see separate story). 


In March, Ethiopia, heavily indebted to China, asked for debt relief through a 
G20 program for countries whose economies were crippled by the global 
shutdown. 


The Ethiopian government stopped borrowing from commercial banks “because 
they have too many loans,” a Chinese official said in comments quoted by the 
Financial Times. 


Zambia, which had borrowed heavily from China for years, became the first 
African country to default on its Eurobond loans this year. 


Other countries struggling under hefty Chinese loans include Angola, Cameroon, 
Djibouti, and Kenya. 


China owns about 20 percent of loans made to African nations, CARI’s data 
shows. 


China’s loans were not made with the idea of seizing national assets in case of 
default, CARI director Deborah Brautigan said in comments cited by the FT. 


Instead, the loans were largely intended to create markets for Chinese goods 


and were driven by purely commercial motives divorced from Chinese 
government geopolitical strategies, she said. 
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CHINESE SPORTING GOODS FIRMS IN STOCK-MARKET SPRINT. Share 
prices for Anta Sports Products and Li Ning have more than doubled over the 
past 12 months on the Hong Kong stock exchange. 


The stock price for Anta, the world’s third-largest sporting goods company by 
revenue, closed at the equivalent of $16.84 on 9 April, giving it a market value of 
about $45 billion; rival Li Ning, started by the Olympic gymnast of the same 
name, closed at $7. 


The two companies are third and fourth in sporting goods sales in China and, 
according to analysts, are the only domestic brands growing their market shares 
at home. 


The two are bested by Nike, share prices for which grew 62 percent over the last 
year, and Adidas, for which the stock price gained 37 percent. 


However, as we had reported, Adidas and Nike are being hammered by a 
Chinese consumer boycott after both spoke out against slave labor being used 
in the Xinjiang province’s cotton industry. 


And as we noted, domestic brands have gained sales as part of a surge in 
Chinese national spirit sparked by the international boycott of Xinjiang’s cotton. 


And the two Chinese companies also are beginning to rival Western makers in 
quality and innovation, the Wall Street Journal reported, which also draws 
domestic consumers’ loyalty. 


In the U.S., Anta has an endorsement deal with Klay Thompson, a Golden State 


Warriors guard; Li Ning has a sponsorship with Miami Heat forward Jimmy 
Butler. 
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GOING DOWN, GOING BUST, GOING OUT 


80,000 MORE U.S. STORES WILL CLOSE 
BY 2026, UBS PREDICTS. UBS, the Swiss 
banking and financial services giant, 
predicts that 80,000 more U.S. retail 
storefronts — about 9 percent of the 
remaining total — will go dark by 2026, with 
e-commerce taking 27 percent of 
shoppers’ dollars then, compared to 18 percent today. 


Most of the closures will come among clothiers, which will give up 21,000 
physical locations over the period, UBS said in the report announcing its 
findings. Electronics stores will close 8,000 and home furnishings stores 7,000. 


Macy’s reported that more than 40 percent of its 2020 holiday-season sales 
were over the Internet; Gap says 44 percent of its sales for the entire year were 
online. Fifty-four percent of Nordstrom’s sales in 2020’s fourth quarter came 
through the web. 


Auto parts, grocery, and home improvement businesses will close the fewest 
stores, as demand for those goods tends to remain steady, despite shifts in the 
economy, the bank noted. 


Retailers overall shuttered 9,832 stores in 2019, another 8,741 in 2020, and 
3,169 so far this year, according to Coresight Research, which reported 3,535 
store openings this year as of 1 April. 


The net new openings are being driven by cheaper rents for a wider variety of 


upscale storefronts emptied by the pandemic and economic shutdown, 
Coresight noted. 
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In 2000, there were 90,000 shopping centers of all kinds in the U.S., UBS said in 
its report. The figure rose to 112,000 in 2010 and 115,000 at the end of 2020, 
giving every U.S. household 59 square feet of shopping center floor space. 


TD BANK WILL CLOSE 82 U.S. BRANCHES. Toronto Dominion Bank, doing 
business in the U.S. as TD Bank, will close 82 stateside locations after its 
American unit’s earnings slid 16 percent to $615 million in the first quarter of the 
company’s fiscal year. 


Most of the closures will take place this month and will focus on 
underperforming sites that are close to other TD locations, Greg Braca, CEO of 
the bank’s U.S. division, said in an earnings conference call last week. 


“It was a larger impact on the number of stores that we will be closing relative to 
the normal pruning that we would do annually for the last several years,” Braca 
said in comments reported by Bloomberg. 

TD had 1,223 U.S. branches on 1 February, it reported, with the closures 
amounting to 6.7 percent of branches in the country. 


“You'll see markets in future years where we continue to invest in new stores,” 


Braca said. “But what you’re also seeing is the need for investment in digital and 
digital capabilities, and we’re doing just that.” 
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TRENDS IN THE MARKETS 
~ &, | 


MELT-UP DURING A MELTDOWN 


By Gregory Mannarino, TradersChoice.net 


Make no mistake about it, the U.S. economy is in a full-blown meltdown. This 
meltdown is a deliberately induced mechanism to wipe out whatever is left of the 
middle class. Moreover, central banks are well on their way to fulfilling their goal 
to become the lenders and buyers of last resort and to OWN IT ALL. 


Each and every week, between 700,000 and 800,000 people in America are 
applying for first-time unemployment benefits. Debts and deficits are 
HYPER-ballooning and small businesses continue to go belly up. Meanwhile, 
corporations are stronger and richer than they have ever been! And the stock 
market is at all-time record highs. 


Many months ago, | explained and outlined here in the Trends Journal that the 


stock market would continue its record-high run, and assets like Bitcoin would 
continue to skyrocket. Bitcoin is over $60K as | am writing this article. 
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| have also outlined how U.S. debts and deficits would continue to explode 
higher and how the economy would continue to freefall. With regard to the U.S. 
economy, we are not even close to bottoming out, and the worse the economic 
news, the higher the stock market will go. 


The mechanism behind the stock market hitting record high after record high is 
the Federal Reserve, which continues to hyper-inflate in its mission to own it all. 
Regarding the Federal Reserve hyper-inflating its balance sheet/issuing debt, we 
have not seen anything yet. 


For the Federal Reserve to fulfill its endgame, it must be allowed to and called on 
to continue to inflate WAY beyond its current state. In just the last year, the 
Federal Reserve has inflated its balance sheet over 100%! This is 
unprecedented, yet not a peep from a single mainstream financial news outlet. 
Do you think that is just by accident? NO! You are not supposed to know about 
it. 


Today, America is in the midst of something | have warned over the last decade 
would happen: the creation of a new feudal system consisting of extreme haves 
and extreme have-nots. This shift into a new feudal system is propelling the 
stock market higher; it is a “melt-up.” 


Let me ask you this: Which class of people do you think have the most cash 
“invested” in the stock market? And where are the investment banks and hedge 
funds putting the bulk of their cash to work? The answer is: the stock market. 


And think about this: 


Which class of people are always the first to get out of a stock market “crash” 
event? The rich. 


Which institutions make money when the stock market falls? The investment 
banks and hedge funds. 
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Which class of people always get stuck holding the bag and watch as their 401K 
plans and the like get wiped out when a stock market crash scenario occurs? 
The middle class. 


The entire financial system is a rigged game - rigged against the middle class — 
and it ALWAYS favors the rich and well-off. 


The way we beat the system is to understand the mechanism behind it. 


As | have been outlining for over a decade, the simplest way to this is to 
bet against the debt and become your own central bank. 


How can be accomplished? By taking the opposite side of the ballooning debt 
hype-bubble by owning and holding physical gold and, more specifically, 
physical silver, which in my opinion is the most undervalued asset on Earth 
today. Also, in my professional opinion, by owning and holding cryptocurrencies. 
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THWARTING AN ABDUCTION ATTEMPT 


by B teiner, American Combato 


| always check the NY Daily News online each morning. In my business, it serves 
as a rich source of current reports on horrific violence and terroristic insanity 
which, increasingly, is becoming the norm in urban America. 


About two years ago, | saw a truly chilling segment of video that was recorded 
by a surveillance camera in midtown Manhattan in broad daylight. A person who 
appeared to be a young woman was walking down the sidewalk in direct 
purview of the camera. Suddenly, a man whom this woman was walking past 
seized her violently. He secured her in a very powerful, controlling body hold, 
turned, and with the entire incident not consuming more than three seconds, 
threw the woman into what appeared to be a large van. The van took off. 
Comments in the accompanying news story admitted that no one knows what 
happened to this victim. 
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Abduction (kidnapping) is a serious threat not only to young children who are not 
properly monitored and accompanied by at least one responsible adult, but to 
young adults — mainly females, but males as well. The motive behind the act 
may vary. Human trafficking, rape, thrill-killing, ransom... you name it. As | see it, 
the reason why an abductor may be carrying out his despicable act is irrelevant. 
What matters most is that the monster is carrying out a heinous act of violation, 
and anything done to stop him must be done immediately. 


Few victims of abduction are ever seen or heard of again. 


| want to provide some serious guidance about how a citizen can defend against 
the kind of abduction recorded by that surveillance video in Manhattan. 


| shall draw directly now from a training doctrine that is administered in the 
programs given to military and intelligence personnel; in fact, in programs | 
myself have taught to individuals who needed to know the material. It isn’t 
pleasant, but I’m going to give you the real deal. 


Begin with this understanding: Deadly force is legally permitted to defend 
against an attempted violent abduction. 


Now add this: In any situation where an attempt is being made to abduct you or 
someone dependent upon you for protection, your all-around wisest tactical 
imperative is to get away as soon as humanly possible. This applies even when 
the abductor is armed or when there is more than one and you may be given the 
absurd assurance that “If you do what | say you won’t get hurt!” 


An abduction will not likely take place with machine-gun-armed guards standing 
by (although it could). More likely, it will be one or more SOBs armed with a 
firearm or a knife. And while it may seem tempting and “reasonable” to comply 
with their demand, or remain non-resisting when they move to take you away, 
YOU MUST NOT DO THAT! 


Two very general types of abduction attempts should be anticipated and 
prepared for: 
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1. A situation in which you may find yourself suddenly attacked with the 
determination to forcibly control you and get you into immediate enclosed 
captivity and away from the initial scene of the attack. 


2. A situation where you are approached by one or more scumbags and — 
almost invariably with a gun being pointed at you — ordered to go with 
them now to where they wish to take you. (The situation | alluded to earlier 
with that unfortunate woman being snatched off the street in broad 
daylight in Manhattan, is an example of a category “1” type of abduction). 


When a type “1” attempt is made, the only recourse that might save you is 
immediate violent reaction and lots of loud, piercing noise — a reaction akin to 
that which might be expected if you attempted to jump, seize, and subdue a 
Bengal tiger in its prime. 


React with killing force! Best is to go for the abductor’s eyes or throat. Growl 
loudly and yell as you attack. Bite into his face, if possible, and rip a chunk of his 
flesh off! Move! Resist! Fight hard! Unarmed combat ability of at least a 
fundamental kind is all but mandatory. Smash into your attacker with open, 
edge-of-hand blows to his neck, face, temple area. With the bottom edge of 
your clenched fist, smash the bridge of his nose, jaw, temple. Grab and rip off 
the abductor’s ears. If you can, stomp hard down his shinbone and crush the 
arch of his foot while attacking his face. Knee him in the testicles if you are very 
close and he is facing you. 


Attack, attack, attack, attack, attack... and deal with the scumbag with a frenzied 
drive to murder him! |f you fail, and if he succeeds, what is left of your life may 
well be a horrific, torturous nightmare, ended only by your death! Remember: It 
is so important that an abduction be prevented, it literally does not matter if the 
kidnapper is killed or maimed in the process of stopping him. 


When a type “2” attempt is made, there will be an approach and there will be 
some moments of interaction. During this interlude (during which you had better 


think fast and act quickly and convincingly), you want to FEIGN COMPLIANCE. 
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You likely will not have to feign fear, since if you don’t feel afraid you doubtless 
have some loose screws somewhere! 


You must not allow yourself to be handcuffed, tied up, put in the trunk of a 
vehicle, or taken aboard an aircraft or vessel. Act initially as though you were 
absolutely compliant and obedient to the abductor’s demand... then: 


Shout loudly! And, if he is unarmed, strike immediately for his throat or eyes. 
Then stomp on his knee and kick him in the head and face when he falls. Then 
escape! 


If a weapon is pointed at you: Act compliant and submissive. Then — as you 
shout — suddenly knock the weapon aside, attack the scumbag’s throat or eyes, 
and get the hell out of there — fast! 


Yes, | know. But if this bastard has a weapon that, at the moment for whatever 
reason he hesitates to use, you at least have a good chance of surprising him 
and getting away. Do you think your chances of survival and escape will improve 
if he successfully abducts you? 


| realize that readers of any article on self-defense prefer to read feelgood 
bullshit about what magical results they can achieve if only they train in 
such-and-such a “system” (which the charlatans happen to be peddling). 

Folks, | have been in this field — immersed in this field — since the late 1950s. | 
learned from the best of the best, and | have been privileged, over the decades, 
to train many who | would say are also “the best of the best.” 

Like my friend Gerald Celente (whom | regard as a National Treasure), you will 
get only the truth from me, and to the very best of my knowledge, training, 
research, and experience, that which really does work and which makes sense. 
Isn’t that what you want? 


In Memoriam: 
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It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of our beloved friend, 
Bradley J. Steiner. May his soul rest in peace. 

In his legacy, we are fighting the “Brad Steiner fight” — the good fight. The fight 
for each person to be the person they want to be and to protect themselves 
when their lives are being viciously threatened by enemies of Freedom, Peace, 
and Justice. 
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TRENDS IN GETTING HEALTHY 


VITAMIN C, THE UNIVERSAL NECESSARY NUTRIMENT 
By Dr. Gary Null 
It is my opinion that vitamin C is the universal necessary nutrient. 


Go back to 1747, when a British naval surgeon named James Lind offered citrus 
fruit to 12 men suffering from scurvy on the HMS Salisbury. Historically, scurvy 
was frequently fatal, especially for those who were at sea for months at a time 
where there were no fresh fruits or vegetables and they were vitamin C deficient. 
To everyone’s surprise, all 12 men recovered quickly. It would not be for another 
50 years in 1795 when a British physician, Gilbert Blane, argued to the admiralty 
that they must now include citrus juice as a part of the daily ration on every 
British ship. Once again, to everyone’s surprise, the scurvy scourge vanished. 


But it was not until 1932 that a respected British chemist named Walter Haworth 
was able to identify the molecular structure of hexuronic acid, an organic 
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reducing agent found in plants and animal tissue. He named it ascorbic acid. 
Today, it is Known as simply vitamin C. 


At the same time Haworth was identifying vitamin C, independent of him, Albert 
Szent Gyorgyi discovered vitamin C. The next year, the Swiss laboratory 
synthesized ascorbic acid identical to vitamin C, and it began to be produced in 
the general population in 1935. In 1937, in honor of the two great scientists’ 
work on vitamin C, they both received the Nobel Prize: Albert Szent Gyorgyi for 
discovering vitamin C and Haworth for his work with vitamin C and 
carbohydrates. 


In 1970, Linus Pauling’s publication of “Vitamin C and the Common Cold” 
became a bestseller. It was Pauling, a highly-respected scientist who had won 
two unshared Nobel Prizes, who stated that we need a minimum of 3 grams or 
3,000 mg a day of vitamin C to prevent the common cold. 


It was at this time also that Linus Pauling met a Canadian physician, Dr. Abram 
Hoffer, MD, Ph.D. Hoffer had been working with vitamins and published the first 
work showing that high levels of vitamin C could help people with schizophrenia. 
He met with Pauling and that was the beginning of the orthomolecular medicine 
movement. 


In 1971, Pauling began work with Dr. Ewen Cameron, a respected Scottish 
physician and scientist who was using intravenous vitamin C to treat terminal 
cancer patients. He used doses of 10,000 mg and was getting positive results. 
The treatments did not cure anyone, but patients’ lives were substantially 
prolonged and improved. 


In the early 1980s, the Mayo Clinic conducted studies with the intent of 
discrediting Pauling’s cancer findings. The study was horribly inaccurate 
because it failed to follow Pauling’s protocol. The Mayo Clinic used oral 
supplements, not intravenous. Pauling personally called me and told me this 
study was a fraud. In fact, he came on my radio program in the early 1970s to 
discuss increasing oral vitamin C to 18,000 mg per day if you had a cold, the flu, 
or cancer. 
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In the late 1980s, Linus Pauling found the role of vitamin C along with lysine to 
prevent atherosclerosis and relieve angina pectoris. It became known as the 
Pauling Therapy for treating heart disease. From my experience, | developed 
what | called the laws of compensation, which meant to the degree you have 
any physical or mental imbalance, trauma, virus, bacteria, parasite, or any other 
pathogen - nutritional deficiency, genetic predisposition, illness — you must 
exceed the level of that imbalance to correct it. So | began to encourage the 
people | was working with on a daily basis (starting as early as 1968) to take 
10,000 mg in divided doses of a buffered vitamin C. 


Linus Pauling was ridiculed and vilified by the medical establishment. In private 
conversations with me at the Institute of Applied Biology, where | was a research 
fellow for 33 years in anti-aging medicine, nutrition, and lifestyle, he told me he 
could not believe how powerful the pharmaceutical industry and the 
medical-industrial complex were in preventing quality information from being 
disseminated. He told me they acted more like organized crime than the healing 
profession. He was saddened. But he was a realist. It was because of Pauling 
that many of the doctors who were not succeeding as they’d hoped began to 
use vitamin C in treating their patients. 


The people who are the most critical of vitamin C would have you think there is 
no evidence supporting its usage. For those of us who are seeing patients, 
conducting studies, publishing peer-reviewed literature, and respecting the 
outstanding contributions of thousands of researchers to the peer-reviewed 
literature, we have one statement. Until you do your own homework and save 
lives, being an uneducated, misinformed, ideologically-minded skeptic should 
not hold the same weight as the 61,707 studies that are published in the 
government's medical database. 
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TRENDS IN TECHNOCRACY 


By Joe Doran 
TECHNOCRATS WIDEN WEALTH GAP THANKS TO PANDEMIC 


While average Americans were clamped in lockdown for most of 2020, losing 
their small businesses or laid off or let go from jobs, waiting on meager 
government checks, the elites were profiting. 


How much? A 6 April article in The Washington Post detailed some of the divide. 
As aclass, billionaires more than doubled their net worth, with technocrats Jeff 
Bezos and Elon Musk leading the way. That’s right. While the GDP was taking a 
nosedive to minus 33 percent, billionaires were growing their coffers at rates not 
seen since the heady days of the railroad tycoons of over a century ago. 


America led the way in shifting wealth to billionaires and minting new ones. But 
China was close behind. Overall, 2,755 billionaires the world over added about 
$8 trillion to their total net worth, according to the Post, and now account for 
13.1 trillion in wealth. 
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The “Billionaires Club” grew by a third, which means that though newcomers did 
well, the established members did even better. 


Adding insult to injury, many of those same elites obscenely profiting off the 
pandemic have managed to burnish their images as noble contributors to the 
pandemic and other relief efforts. Amazon commercials have boasted about 
relatively paltry pandemic contributions. 


The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, meanwhile, has churned out 
announcements and articles, including their latest one, “Why We’re Giving $250 
Million More to Fight Covid-19.” The self-congratulation oozing such 
pronouncements avoids talking about how much Gates and his cronies have 
made, and how their largesse is a literal drop in the bucket of that wealth: 


“Today, the Gates Foundation is making its largest single contribution to 
fight the pandemic—$250 million. Why so much? And why now? It’s been 
roughly a year since COVID-19 first appeared...” 


The Foundation boasts that it has given a total of $1.75 billion to pandemic 
efforts. But as the article alludes to, much of that “philanthropy” is actually 
vaccine infrastructure development in nations around the world. Think of it as 
seed money that yields huge profits for pharmaceuticals when they charge 
governments billions for vaccine doses that get distributed. Of course, poorer 
countries are getting subsidized vaccines, contributed by EU nations and the 
U.S. But the profiteers of Big Pharma, including Gates, are getting paid huge 
sums for vaccines that are outright mandatory in some countries, and heavily 
promoted and propagandized virtually everywhere else. 


And so it has been with most of the COVID agenda, including enforced 
lockdowns. Real-world data has shown that lockdowns have done nothing to 
stem the spread of the virus, just as data shows the vast majority of people 
receiving vaccinations have next to no risk of serious consequences from the 
COVID virus. 
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But those lockdowns and urgent vaccine programs are serving a purpose, as 
clear as the black and red on an old ledger sheet. 


Amazon “The Only Game In Town” 


lronically, the Bezos-owned Amazon, which arguably made the most off of the 
pandemic, declined comment for the Bezos-owned Post story. 


“Amazon had a phenomenal year, from a financial perspective,” said 
Morningstar equity research analyst Dan Romanoff. “They are pretty much the 
only game in town.” 


The company increased its total share of e-commerce to a staggering 42 
percent, as locked-down consumers were forced to do much of their shopping 
online. 


Amazon’s revenue grew nearly 38 percent in 2020. Its current market 
capitalization of $1.6 trillion tops the entire current value of all the Bitcoin ever 
minted, which is saying something. 


But Amazon has hardly been alone. Other online retailers like Walmart have seen 
watershed profits, and so have big chain restaurants and tech companies that 
facilitate functioning in the “new Abnormal” of virtual meetings, virtual 
purchases, virtual entertainment, and virtual life. 


Little wonder those same entities and personages making huge profits have 


mostly proselytized for and funded efforts, campaigns, and radical societal 
changes that have benefited their bottom line. 


75 


WEC PEDDLES TOP-DOWN DIGITAL MENTAL HEALTH “INITIATIVE” 


The World Economic Forum has 
money-lubricated tentacles in governments 
around the world and routinely uses that 
influence to push its agenda, including its 


top-down buttom -up | Cherished “Great Reset.” 


A new “Global Governance Toolkit for Digital 
Mental Health” was released by the organization in early April. 


The 72-page policy advisory takes no responsibility for the crisis-level mental 
health problems caused by its previous COVID-related lockdown 
recommendations. It also repeatedly touts “equitable” solutions as a primary 
goal, without mentioning the huge widening of the wealth gap caused by 
COVID-19 policies it promulgated. 


In typical elitist fashion, the paper lays out a top-down flow of regulatory 
“change” and “innovation,” decided by a small group of experts: 


Globalist think tank WEC > World Governments > Health Care and Tech 
Industries > Municipalities > Health Care Orgs and Providers 


The toolkit disparagingly defines any local health organizations that maintain 
independence from larger globalist-controlled health entities as ineffectively 
isolated and “siloed.” It casts doubt on any treatment innovations that occur 
beyond the labs of Big Pharma and academia, “where lack of oversight leads to 
the promotion of unproven treatments.” 


Predictably, the Toolkit advocates for greater and more centralized data 


collection, while paying no attention to the abuses and mental health effects of 
such a comprehensive surveillance system: 
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“As with physical health, systems of data gathering and sharing are 
imperfect across mental healthcare systems, making it harder to gather the 
required data to make clinical mental health decisions or refer consumers, 
and more difficult to create the links with other health initiatives, all leading 
to mental disorders being underreported or misreported.” 


Any innovation that develops and flows from local entities or companies, or 
involves solutions or organizations that compete with different solutions and 
ideas, is derided. For instance, the paper frowns on the unregulated proliferation 
of mental health tech apps: 


“There are more than 10,000 apps related to mental health in the Apple 
App Store and the Google Play Store. The overwhelming majority of those 
10,000 apps, it should be noted, are not currently evidence-based.” 


The WEC Toolkit cites a “study” to justify its claim. But the cited study wasn’t 
even designed to assess the 10,000 apps for the “evidence” behind them. The 
study’s abstract stated it involved less than 150 patients and was not about 
assessing 10,000 mental health apps at all. In other words, the WEC Toolkit’s 
claim about mental health apps lacking evidence is deceptive and lacking in 
evidence. 


And so it is with much of the Toolkit. The document can be read as elites trying 
to hijack control of “disruptive” innovations like blockchain technologies and 
local entities and innovations, to set the agenda according to its 
ideologically-driven goals. 
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THIS WEEK IN SURVEILLANCE 


Al SURVEILLANCE BECOMING AN 
EVERYDAY REALITY. It can happen 
buying an espresso to go from Starbucks. 
Or just driving down the road. More and 
more pervasively, companies and 
governments are utilizing Al to identify 
people, predicting behaviors, and scanning 
to assess compliance... without permission or probable cause. 


Rekor Systems, hardly a household name, is one of a growing number of 
companies cashing in on selling sophisticated systems to corporations and 
governments looking to track and profit from “under the radar” surveillance. 


Rekor specializes in Al-driven vehicle recognition. Speaking with the SNN 
Network on YouTube, President and CEO Robert Berman bragged about his 
company’s technology: “We identify the vehicle’s make, model, color, body type, 
bumper stickers or window decals, rust, dents and other things like speed of 
travel and vehicle direction.” 


The blog MassPrivatel pointed out that Rekor’s technology is being used in 500 
regions around the world. In November 2020, Oklahoma rolled out a 
Rekor-technology-powered program to sift through data from virtually any 
motorist driving anywhere in the state, to track things like insurance compliance. 


The motive is not simply to enhance citizen protections but to generate revenue 
for the state. Oklahoma has been particularly hard hit by the reduced oil 


revenues resulting from COVID economic lockdowns. 


A press release by Rekor detailed the stunning intrusiveness of their 
Al-surveillance partnership with the state: 
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“The platform allows for real-time detection of non-compliant vehicles and 
instant data consolidation into a regularly updating insurance database 
connected to the state’s enforcement programs. Additionally, Rekor’s 
Al-driven technology identifies a vehicle’s make, model and 
color—providing additional validation for confirming vehicle identification.” 


Mounted on utility poles and mobile trailers, Al-powered cameras sift virtually all 
cars on the road. Offenders are sent a violation notice and a $174 citation. 
Incredibly, they are also required to enroll in an insurance policy via a Rekor 
insurance portal. Other states including Nevada and Florida track uninsured 
drivers with Automated License Plate Readers (ALPRs). But Oklahoma’s 
program takes things to a new level. 


“What you seem to have here is a mass surveillance program being created to 
satisfy the insurance industry, and to potentially generate money for the 
government," said Electronic Frontier Foundation’s David Maas about the 
program. 


Private Corps Using Al-Surveillance to Supercharge Their Bottom Line 


Rekor is also marketing its surveillance to private companies. In the YouTube 
interview, Berman noted that Starbucks uses Rekor technology to identify 
vehicles that approach their drive-throughs. “It helps the folks who are making 
the food to do it more efficiently,” he asserted while explaining how the Al 
technology does things like identify customers who tend to order the same thing 
every day. 


The interview with Berman also touched on Rekor’s hopes to provide technology 
for the “Smart Cities” agenda being pushed by global entities like the World 
Economic Forum (WEC). “This is where things are headed. This is where things 
are going to converge.” 


DHS PARTNERING WITH SOCIAL NETWORKS ON CITIZEN SNOOPING. The 
already cozy relationship of the Federal government and Big Tech, lobbying and 
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leveraging each other to invasively data mine and manipulate citizenry, is 
growing more formal. 


Using the pretext of the 6 January protest in Washington, D.C. and “domestic 
terrorism,” the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) plans to work with big 
socials to expand political spying on U.S. citizens. 


According to NBC news, a government report detailed the initiative: 


“DHS plans to expand its relationships with companies that scour public 
data for intelligence, one of the senior officials said, as well as to better 
harness the vast trove of data it already collects about Americans, 
including travel and commercial data through Customs and Border 
Protection, or CBP, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, or ICE, the 
Coast Guard, the Secret Service and other DHS components.” 


It represents a sweeping set of policy changes, as NBC noted, which would 
increase the working relationship of intelligence agencies and companies like 
Facebook, Google, and Twitter. Agencies are quickly assuming the authority not 
just to use their resources to monitor social media, but to leverage the 
technology of the socials themselves, via the spying partnerships. 


It represents a scary new level of a government — corporation nexus of political 
spying, control, and retribution that has already been playing out in various ways 
during the Trump presidency and especially the 2020 Presidential election cycle. 


The blog The Conservative Treehouse outlined some of the working details of 
the partnership: “From the description it appears DHS is going to pay ‘big tech’ 
(Google, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, etc.) via contracts, 
to hire and organize internal monitoring teams to assist the government by 
sending information on citizens they deem ‘dangerous.’” 
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Big Tech Proved Its Power in the 2020 Election 


Social media progressively widened the criteria for banning alternative news and 
social influencers in the Trump years. It started with firebrand personalities like 
Alex Jones and Laura Loomer. Reddit banned the influential subreddit group 
“r/Donald Trump,” and phone apps of the upstart GAB social media platform 
were taken down from the Google Play Android and Apple iPhone stores. 


Trump allies including Michael Flynn were banned off Twitter, and tweets of the 
President himself to the American electorate were censored. Hundreds of Trump 
tweets ended up being censored during campaign 2020, while rival candidate 
Joe Biden and his allies were given virtual carte blanche. Not a single tweet of 
the Democrat candidate was censored. By January 2020, scrupulously polite 
and even milquetoast outlets like PragerU, The Epoch Times, and Rightside 
Broadcasting were being banned and demonetized. 


Censoring extended to policies surrounding the COVID pandemic, climate 
change, and more. Amazon banned books critical of the lockdowns and 
vaccines. “Anti-vax” websites were expunged. Then social media came for “Q” 
enthusiasts, who followed mysterious breadcrumbs purporting to dispense news 
about President Trump’s secretly effective efforts to drain the Washington 
swamp run rampant with corruption and deviant decadence. 


Big media and the Biden campaign excused and even actively fueled 
widespread BLM and Antifa riots in the wake of a police incident in Minnesota 
involving the death of George Floyd. The riots in literally hundreds of American 
cities and localities caused hundreds of billions in property damages, mostly to 
businesses already hard-hit by pandemic policies. Dozens of people were killed 
and injured by the rampages. 


But instead of BLM and Antifa organizers being held to account, BLM became a 
“cause celebre” of the Big Socials and politicians. Corporations rushed to fund 
the organization to the tune of billions of dollars. And while Antifa repeatedly 
attacked government and police buildings in cities like Portland and Rochester, 
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influential politicians including Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee Jerry 
Nadler denied Antifa even existed. 


The treatment of leftist violence and protest found a stark contrast in the 
aftermath of an overwhelmingly large and peaceful protest of Trump supporters 
following the November election. In that case, a breach of the Capitol building 
by the protestors, though little material damage was done and no politicians 
were accosted, was labeled an “insurrection” and a dire existential threat to the 
nation. 


“Insurrection” and Pandemic Wrongthink Fuel Technocratic Crackdown 


The DHS initiative to explicitly partner with Big Tech social networks to sift data 
for signs of “domestic terrorism” has used the Washington, D.C. protest as the 
main excuse. 


According to NBC, DHS sources confirm the data collection partnership 
between U.S. intelligence and Big Tech will include “the sorts of public social 
media posts that threatened an attack on the Capitol.” 


A senior official said the department is also looking at additional changes to its 
terrorist watchlist “to see if there are ways we can leverage it to take into 
account international and domestic travel of Known violent extremists.” 


The Conservative Treehouse pointed out some of the dangers of the new DHS 
program: 


“Expand your thinking to what was initiated with the COVID model for 
‘contact tracing’ and you can quickly see how physical proximity to a 
rogue dissident, a person with wrong thoughts— aka a domestic extremist, 
can result in you being labeled along with that dissident... and you are on 
the list,” the site added. 


82 


“Then overlay the efforts of Big Tech to assist the administrative state with 
an electronic trail of your habits, contacts, phone calls, text messages and 
internet patterns... and you are on the list.” 


(Credit to surveillance.news for some of the reporting in this story.) 


BLOCKCHAIN BATTLES 


BITCOIN BREAKS HIGHER IN APRIL. As 
the Biden administration made rounds 
trying to sell a huge new $2 trillion 
boondoggle under the rhetorical rubric of 
an “Infrastructure Plan,” blockchain 
Currencies ticked up. 


Bitcoin, which has been mostly stuck in the $53,000 to $58,000 range over the 
last few weeks, again flirted with all-time highs over the weekend, reaching 
$61,500. 


Ethereum and other blockchain currencies also headed higher. 

According to crypto analyst Alex Krüger, BTC short positions have taken a 
beating in the crypto’s latest surge: “Bitcoin shorts just got steamrolled by a 
wave of leveraged longs.” 

As of 08:40 UTC on 10 April, funding rates for BTC perpetual swaps are positive. 
On Binance, the funding rate is 0.1889 percent and on OKEXx it is 0.2128 
percent. 


Here is how Bybt says we should interpret these numbers: 


Reacting to the moves, the crypto futures trading info site Bybt.com noted that 
“Positive funding rates suggests speculators are bullish and long traders pay 
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funding to short traders. Negative funding rates suggest speculators are bearish 
and short traders pay funding to long traders.” 


NEW KIND OF NETWORK (NKN) BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY SEES 
INVESTMENT INFUSION. One of the reasons why blockchain currencies are 
scaring the bejesus out of governmental authorities goes beyond the 
decentralized currencies themselves. 


Blockchain, a kind of digital, decentralized database highly resistant to 
manipulation, is proving to be fueling innovations in fresh ways almost every 
day. 


One of the latest ripples in that growing pool is New Kind of Network (NKN). 
According to Cointelegraph.com, the project is a peer-to-peer network 
connectivity protocol and ecosystem that uses economic incentives to “motivate 
internet users to share network connections and utilize unused bandwidth.” 


Incredibly, though NKN is barely known to the wider public, it has become the 
biggest blockchain network in the world, with over 67,000 full consensus nodes. 


In early April, the company tweeted triumphantly about its technology: 


When we say NKN is the indispensable networking foundation for web 3.0, 
we don’t mince words. 


- 100% private p2p communication 
- Over 52,000 unstoppable community nodes 
- Killer apps like Surge, nConnect, nMobile 


The rise of the NKN network hasn’t gone unnoticed by savvy investors. 


Over the past month, NKN has increased 1,400 percent from a low of $0.052 on 
8 March to an all-time high of $0.779 on 6 April. 
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The crypto exchange Binance has helped fuel that rise. On 11 March, they 
announced that NKN holders could earn 20 percent APY by depositing holdings 
into a Binance savings account. 


The NKN network has increased its user base by offering innovative incentives 
for utilizing its technology. It has offered products including the nMobile 
messenger, a private messaging service competing with WhatsApp and 
nConnect, a remote access solution that is built to maintain security and privacy. 
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TRENDS ON THE COVID 
WARFRONT 


LOCKDOWN MADNESS DEADLY 


Since the COVID War began last year, the Trends Journal has detailed the 
devastating socioeconomic and personal impact of the rules imposed by 
politicians under the guise to kill the coronavirus before the virus kills all of 
human life. 


Back on 28 July, Robert Redfield, head of the CDC, was quoted on a webinar: 


“We’re seeing, sadly, far greater suicides now than we are deaths from 
COVID. We’re seeing far greater deaths from drug overdose that are above 
excess that we had as background than we are seeing the deaths from 
COVID. This is why | keep coming back for the overall social being of 
individuals, is let’s all work together and find out how we can find common 
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ground to get these schools open in a way that people are comfortable 
and they’re safe.” 


Yet, some eight months later, many schools in the U.S. remain closed to full-time 
student classes. 


Dumbing Down 


A new CDC report shows that virtual/remote learning is far more damaging to 
children's mental health than learning in classrooms. A survey of over 1,200 
parents of kids 5- to 12-years-old shows that those students forced to learn 
from home are scoring far worse on tests than those attending classes. 


Not only are kids suffering mental health breakdowns from forced remote 
learning, but there is also a spillover effect on their parents. According to the 
report, “Over four in 10 reported losing work, 26.6 percent had job stability 
concerns, and 13.5 percent faced child care challenges.” 


TRENDPOST: As we have continually reported with facts and scientific data, the 
virus victims are mostly the elderly and those suffering from preexisting chronic 
conditions, and, according to the CDC, the recovery rate for those aged 1-20 is 
99.997 percent. 


Beginning with the call last year to “flatten the curve” and politicians deciding to 
force nations, states, and cities to “shelter-in-place,” a series of draconian 
restrictions that continue to be imposed lack scientific data. Indeed, as Gerald 
Celente has noted this past year, “They’re making this crap up.” 


As we have also reported, for a year, the CDC had said students that are in 


school should be at least six feet apart, but now they shortened the distance to 
three feet... but they still advocate strongly for a full mask mandate. 
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LOCKDOWN LUNACY = PSYCHIATRIC HAVOC 


On 4 April, Euronews published the headline: 
“Number of teenagers seeking psychiatric 
help soars amid pandemic.” 

Child psychiatrist Angele Consoli, who works 
at a Paris hospital, said since the COVID 
lockdowns, hospitalizations requiring 
psychiatric care for those under 15 years of 
age have gone up by 80 percent. 
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In Brussels, Marie Delhaye, head of the Belgian juvenile department at Erasmus 
Hospital, said psychiatric consultations have tripled since last September. Some 
of the young people needing help will have to wait three months for an 
appointment. 


Eating disorders are among the most dangerous consequences. Professor 
Delhaye stated, 


“We have young people who have lost 20 kg [44 Ibs] and whose parents 
didn’t realize it. The third group is more related to serious depression or 
even psychosis, with some having a feeling of persecution or paranoia.” 


Lockdown Blues Reducing Sex Drives 


The Irish media source Extra.ie reported on 27 March: “Depression, tiredness 
and stress have led to less people having sex.” 


Over three-fourths of those surveyed reported having significantly less sex 
despite spending much more time with partners during the lockdowns: 


“The most common factor that has stopped people from having sex is 
tiredness with 35.7% saying that feeling sleepy has put them off. 
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Just behind tiredness was mental health with over a third feeling that 
stress, depression, and anxiety had impacted their sex life. 


The age group most affected were young people 18-24, over 40 percent of 
whom stated that “feelings of anxiety had affected their ability to have 
sex.” 


Americans are Exhausted 


A 26 March article by the research website StudyFinds.org featured the 
headline: “Just 8 percent of Americans feel fully rested after a night of sleep.” 


The survey, conducted by OnePoll of some 2,000, revealed an average of only 
five hours of sleep each night. Over 60 percent said they couldn’t even recall the 
feeling of being fully rested. According to the survey, “The majority of Americans 
(61%) have no problem agreeing that the vicious political and pandemic news 
cycles have caused them to lose sleep over the past year.” 


TRENDPOST: These facts are barely reported by the mainstream media. AS we 
have forecast since the COVID War was launched over a year ago, the lives and 
livelihoods of hundreds of millions would be destroyed to fight a virus that, when 
compared to the people dying each year from air pollution, toxic chemicals, 
pesticides, preservatives, and artificial ingredients pumped in the 
earth/water/air/food is minimal. 


Thus, those who have profited from the war have been the drug dealers selling 


their COVID “weapons” and the politicians who have taken control of the 
citizenry. 
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LOCKDOWNS MAKING KIDS ANXIOUS & DEPRESSED 


“Rarely have America’s children suffered 
j so many blows. And all at once, as during 
the pandemic’s last year.” 


This is a line from an article published on 9 
April in the Wall Street Journal titled, 
“Loneliness, Anxiety and Loss: the COVID 


Pandemic’s Terrible Toll on Kids.” 


And the evidence continues to pile up. The Wall Street Journal writes, “A year of 
school shutdowns and family trauma leads to social isolation, stress and mental 
health issues.” 


The article describes the effects on one young girl who had been getting 
consistent grades between A and B before the lockdowns. Forced to learn 
online at home, she ended up failing three classes. Then, last summer, her 
favorite activities of tennis and theater camps were canceled. She tried being 
part of a “pandemic pod,” the trend of small groups of students getting together 
to learn from a parent or teacher. But like many in these pods, this one fell apart. 


When her school finally reopened last fall, like many others, many scared 
parents wouldn’t let their kids attend, and teachers are put in the frustrating 
position of trying to teach those in the classroom at the same time as those 
Zooming in remotely from home. 


The Wall Street Journal article brings up a Harvard University study of 224 
children, which revealed: 


“About two thirds of [students learning online] had clinically significant 
symptoms of anxiety and depression, and the same number had 
behavioral problems such as hyperactivity and inattention between 
November 2020 and January 2021. This is a huge jump from the 30 
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percent with anxiety and depression symptoms and the 20 percent with 
behavioral problems before the pandemic.” 


“The Damage May Be Permanent” 


The WSJ article adds to the list of evidence of lockdown madness, including last 
8 February when the New York Post published the article, “Lockdowns are 
breaking our kids — and the damage may be permanent.” The article included 
CDC data showing the mental health-related visits to hospital emergency rooms 
by kids went up by as much as one-third compared to the year prior. 


Most of the mainstream media is too busy hyping spikes in virus variants, even 
though the overall death rate from COVID-19 has been declining since last fall 
while ignoring that millions of kids are suffering mental health consequences 
from the continued lockdowns. 


Quoted was J.D. Friedman, a clinical psychologist in N.J., who said that for 
millions of kids who were already predisposed to mental health problems, the 
isolation and anxiety from lockdown restrictions “can absolutely tip the scales to 
full-blown pathology.” 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has been reporting for many months on the 
health traumas of kids during the extended lockdowns. 


(See our 23 January article, “LOCKDOWNS CREATING CHILD OBESITY 
CRISIS,” our 12 January article, “STUDY: MASKS HARMING CHILDREN,” our 1 
December article, “U.N. DIRECTORS: CLOSING SCHOOLS IS CREATING A 
“LOST GENERATION,” and our 17 November article, “SCHOOL SHUTDOWNS 


= CHILDREN SUFFERING.” 
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LOCKDOWN LOWERS LUST 
Americans can now add “dampened sex 
drives” to the list of pandemic blues. 


On 8 April, the research website 
StudyFinds.org wrote: 


“Fifty-six percent of Americans agree that their anxiety about the state of 
the world had a negative impact on their sex life last year. 


Roughly the same number (55%) add that stress resulting from work or 
job-seeking has dampened their sex drive during the coronavirus 
pandemic.” 


Almost 60 percent of those citing problems overall due to increased anxiety had 
less sex than the year before. 


The survey conducted by OnePoll showed almost 75 percent experiencing an 
increase in “performance anxiety.” The same percentage confirmed that this 
issue was having a serious effect on their mental well-being: 


“Seventy-three percent of all respondents wish they had more 
spontaneous sex. However, 56 percent say they are too much ‘in their 
head’ about sex to enjoy new things the first time they try them.” 


Long-Term Libido Loss 


On 16 June, the Trends Journal published the article, “SEX DRIVE STALLING,” 
in which we wrote: 


The diminishing sexual appetite resulting from the young and the free 
sheltered-in-place was already declining in the U.S. before the nation was 
locked down. 
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A study published last Friday by researchers at San Diego State University, 
published in the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA), found that 
between 2016 and 2018, the percentage of 18- to 24-year-old Americans 
surveyed who were sexually inactive jumped from around 19 percent to 31 
percent. About one of every three men in this category said they had no sex at 
all during the last 12 months. 


This is said to be part of a trend that young people in the U.S. need a longer 
period to mature into adulthood. 


SANITIZER INSANITY: OUT OF TOUCH WITH THE VIRUS 


Go back a year ago when the media and 
politicians began selling the COVID War. 
The first thing the frightened public did was 
run to the store to buy not only toilet paper 
but also sanitizer chemicals to make sure 
they wiped clean everything they touched. 


In May 2020, we published the article, “SPREADING FEAR, IGNORING FACTS,” 
in which we reported that the CDC had reversed its position regarding the 
dangers of contracting the coronavirus by touching infected surfaces. We 
quoted Dr. John Whyte, Chief Medical Officer for WEBMD who commented on 
the CDC’s new position: 


“Many people were concerned that by simply touching an object they may 
get coronavirus, and that’s simply not the case. Even when a virus may 
stay on a surface, it doesn’t mean that it’s actually infectious.” 


Earlier, last 21 April, we published an article titled, “PSYCHOTIC BREAKDOWN 
TOTAL CONTROL.” In this article, we reported on an extensive study in Germany 
showing transmission was not a result of touching surfaces: 
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To show how the mainstream media filters out not deadly news about the 
virus and magnifies frightening, exaggerated estimates and predictions, try 
finding a network, cable news channel, or major U.S. newspaper reporting 
on the results from Professor Hendrick Streeck, Director of the Institute of 
Virology at the University Bonn in Germany, who stated in an interview, 
“There have been NO proven infections while shopping or at the 
hairdressers.” 


Dr. Streeck is leading a research team in one of Germany’s hardest-hit 
COVID-19 areas. In one home where family members have tested positive, 
no live virus could be found on any surface, which raises major questions 
about how the virus spreads. 


Out of Touch, OK to Touch 


Last Thursday, the New York Times article, “Has the Era of Overzealous 
Cleaning Finally Come to an End?” confirms what the Trends Journal reported 
a year ago: the coronavirus transmits through the air, not from touching objects, 
and it is wasteful to keep sanitizing objects and hard surfaces. 


The Times was among the chief spreaders of fear last year when the virus first 
hit the states, warning that “experts” were convinced the coronavirus spread 
through large respiratory droplets that could cling to surfaces, leading to 
compulsive hand-sanitizing, scrubbing, and glove protection: 


“Americans responded in kind, they reported, wiping down groceries, 
quarantining mail and clearing drugstore shelves of Clorox wipes. 
Facebook closed two of its offices for a “deep cleaning.” New York’s 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority began disinfecting subway 
cars every night.” 


The New York Times article acknowledges that last summer, a microbiologist at 
Rutgers University, Dr. Emanuel Goldman, wrote that “This is a virus you get by 
breathing. It’s not a virus you get by touching.” 
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Last Monday, the CDC stated on its website that “each contact with a 
contaminated surface has less than a 1 in 10,000 chance of causing an 
infection.” 


To make the point as clear as possible, Linsey Marr, an expert on airborne 
viruses at Virginia Tech, told the NYT: 


“We’ve known this for a long time and yet people are still focusing so 
much on surface cleaning. There’s really no evidence that anyone has ever 
gotten Covid-19 by touching a contaminated surface.” 


TRENDPOST: Why has it taken almost a year for this important fact to be 
effectively communicated? During this time lag, obsession with deep cleaning 
forced the closing of parks and playgrounds around the country, as well as 
libraries. Excessive anxiety over touching the virus affected even the simple act 
of borrowing someone’s pencil. 


Yet, only recently have schools and businesses been informed that there’s no 
need to deep clean constantly. Joseph Allen, who specializes in safe buildings at 
Harvard’s T.H. Chan School of Public Health, was direct: “This should be the end 
of deep cleaning.” 


PROTESTS BREAK OUT IN ROME OVER LOCKDOWNS 


Last Tuesday, thousands of Italians took to 
the streets of Rome to voice their 

j opposition to re-imposed COVID lockdowns 
t į that are destroying millions of lives and 

mei livelihoods. 


As with most of the reporting by the media, 
they and the ruling leaders continually frame protests in a derogatory manner, 
ignoring the passion of the people that gets them out into the street, instead of 
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focusing on when a police officer is hurt or agent provocateurs commit indecent 
acts. 


Playing to the old pitch, the Associated Press said an officer was hurt in a scuffle 
near the country’s Parliament. The incident caught the attention of Carlo Sibilia, 
the Interior Ministry undersecretary, who said that violence at these protests will 
not be tolerated. Seven protesters were detained. 


Under the country’s current lockdown, dining and drinking at restaurants and 
diners are not permitted for at least all of April. (These establishments can 
remain open for delivery.) The protesters demanded these businesses reopen for 
in-person service. 


Some of the protesters reportedly hurled smoke flares and shouted, “Freedom!” 
and “Work!” during the demonstration. 


Hermes Ferrari told Modena Today he spent €10,000 to customize his pizzeria so 
it was in accord with virus safety precautions, “Then the government made us 
close down. It’s shameful. | have no more money left. My employees don’t have 
money to eat,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: These protests are not limited to Italy. The Trends Journal has 
reported on protests that have broken out across Europe and Canada over 
similar lockdown orders. They will continue to accelerate should governments 
re-impose new lockdown mandates. 


BELGIAN JUDGE TELLS GOVERNMENT: END LOCKDOWN 


Citing a lack of parliamentary scrutiny, a 
court in Brussels ruled on 31 March that 
the government must withdraw all 
COVID-19 lockdown orders and has given 
the country 30 days to end the measures. 
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Peter De Roover, a group leader from the Flemish right-wing N-VA party, 
addressed the Chamber shortly after the court’s ruling and called the 
smackdown a “disgrace to the government,” according to the Brussels 
Times. He said, 


“This government has played with fire in implementing its coronavirus 
measures and it was warned about it, pretty much week after week in 
parliament... This government took enormous risks in opting for Ministerial 
Decrees in implementing freedom-restricting measures in its coronavirus 
policy. That warning, however, was ignored.” 


The report said Brussels could face a penalty of €5,000 per day after the 30-day 
mark, with the maximum limit of €200,000. 


The Wisconsin Supreme Court on 31 
March dealt a blow to Governor Tony 
Evers’ statewide mask mandate after 
ruling he acted unlawfully when he 
extended his emergency orders beyond 
the 60-day limit during a public health 
emergency. 


The court said Evers was required to seek legislative approval after the initial 
mandate expired. The court ruling was 4-3. 


The Associated Press reported that Evers’ office responded to the ruling and 
said the governor intended to keep residents in the state safe. Evers has 
declared about six new states of emergency, according to the Wall Street 
Journal. 
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The Trends Journal has been reporting on the overreach from state capitols 
across the U.S. On 9 March, in our article titled, “CUOMO GETS STRIPPED 
BUT NOT IN THE WAY HE WANTED,” New York State’s Senate voted on 
legislation that prevents Governor Andrew Cuomo from issuing new 
coronavirus-related emergency orders, which was seen as a stinging rebuke 
from the Democrat-controlled body. 


The bill limits the emergency powers handed to him in March 2020 at the onset 
of the outbreak. 


The Wisconsin court ruling came after the state’s Republican-controlled 
legislature struck down Evers’ mask mandate, which prompted the governor to 
issue a new one. 


Justice Brian Hagedorn wrote, “The question, in this case, is not whether the 
governor acted wisely; it is whether he acted lawfully. We conclude he did not.” 


TRENDPOST: We note this court action to illustrate the power politicians have 
granted themselves in the name of fighting the COVID War. While they sell 
themselves on the campaign as “public servants,” once in power, they stay in 
power. And with disdain for the Constitution and Bill of Rights, they declare, as 
evidenced by their grab of power to fight the COVID War, that they have the 
power over the people. 


CELEBRITIES PITCH SO-CALLED “WELL HEALTH-SAFETY SEAL” 


Lady Gaga, Robert DeNiro, and Jennifer 
Lopez took part in a Spike Lee-directed 
commercial to endorse a so-called “WELL 
Health-Safety seal,” a sign that businesses 
could place at their entries to assure 
customers that the venue is putting “your 
health and safety first.” 
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Zachary Leeman penned an article in RT that poked fun at these celebrities who 
bring zero expertise on the subject and mentions it is not even clear what the 
seal means. He wrote that the seal can cost over $12,000 for these businesses 
and “performance testing” is not required to obtain the seal. The criteria are 
“documentation-based.” 


The Well Certified website claims the sign is a “visible indication of confidence 
and trust, the WELL Health-Safety seal communicates to everyone entering a 
space that evidence-based measures have been adopted and third-party 
verified.” 


One Twitter user posted a clip of the commercial and wrote, “Nothing to see 
here, just A-list celebrities endorsing a globalist plan to regulate all the housing 
and facilities on the planet.” 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: While people are very opposed to curse words or 
vulgarity, for me, the word “celebrity” is a dirty word. 


What is a "celebrity”? It’s a person, good or bad at what they are doing, who is 
celebrated by Presstitutes and whom the public looks up to. As the Wikipedia 
definition connotes: “Celebrity is a condition of fame and broad public 
recognition of an individual or group, or occasionally a character or animal, as a 
result of the attention given to them by mass media.” 


As good media whores who get paid to put out by their corporate pimps and 


government whoremasters, the celebrity-adoring public buys what they keep 
selling. 
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MEDICAL DOC: “BEST MASK IS A HEALTHY IMMUNE SYSTEM” 


As we have been reporting since last year, 
when the media and politicians launched 
the COVID War, never a mention from 
them of the importance of building one’s 
immune system, getting in better health, 
and/or whole health healing 
recommendations. 


Instead, the only hope they keep selling is to get vaccinated. 


Doctors are standing up and speaking out, but they are either ignored, 
discredited, or banned by the mainstream media. Among them is Dr. Ryan Cole, 
who runs an independent medical diagnostics laboratory in Idaho. Dr. Cole is a 
board-certified dermatologist whose lab has conducted over 100,000 COVID-19 
tests. On 26 March, he spoke to Idaho state legislators at the state capitol. 


He opened his remarks by noting that the average age of those dying from 
COVID is 78.6, which is also the average age of death of all people in North 
America. In the state of Idaho, over 90 percent of those dying from COVID have 
been over 70 years old. 


This is in line with what we have been reporting: The virus is killing older people 
and those suffering from preexisting chronic health conditions. The young and 
the healthy are not virus victims, yet, politicians have locked down much of the 
world, destroying the lives and livelihoods of hundreds of millions of people. 


Dr. Cole’s main points: 
e There is no hard, scientific evidence that wearing masks can in any 
significant way stop the spread of the virus. (Dr. Cole received applause 
from legislators when he said, “It is absolute insanity to wear a mask 


outside... there is not one study to show a super-spreader event 
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happened outside.” He then added, “The best mask is a healthy immune 
system.” 


e “Vitamin D is the master key to our immune system.” Data shows 70 
percent of the world’s population is “immune-suppressed,” with the rate in 
the U.S. being 70-80 percent. Dr. Cole presented data that showed, “80 
percent of all hospitalized patients and 96 percent of ICU patients are 
vitamin D deficient.” Taking vitamin D supplements decreases the risk of 
COVID-19 and all immune suppressant illnesses. 


Specifically related to COVID, Dr. Cole stated, “Normal Vitamin D levels 
decrease COVID system severity and risk for hospitalization by up to 
90%.” 


e The mRNA vaccines being promoted have never before been used on 
humans and “50 percent of healthcare workers are refusing to get 
injected.” He added, “If you’re immune after an injection, why in the world 
would you have to mask and social distance? That is an admission that 
they don’t know this is an effective vaccine.” 


e He pointed out to legislators that “the mRNA vaccines are not a vaccine 
but a gene modifier which is an experimental treatment” and “It’s insanity 
to have the government in bed with a private company who they want to 
vend a product they want to give to everybody.” 


TRENDPOST: Barely reported is the fact that three states - Georgia, North 
Carolina, and Colorado — have shut down their Johnson & Johnson vaccine sites 
after dozens who got the shots suffered from symptoms ranging from dizziness 
to nausea and fainting. 


Dr. Cole asserted that the drug ivermectin has shown effective results in many 
countries for years at curing viruses in general and now is showing good results 
with COVID-19. This is a drug used to kill parasites and has been proven safe, 
and it has been taken by over four billion people worldwide for many years. It 
costs pennies compared to the cost of hospital treatments in the U.S. for COVID. 
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Dr. Cole stated ivermectin is “on the world’s safest and most essential drugs list,” 
and “some brave doctors in Florida, Texas, and Wisconsin have been using it in 
their hospitals, they have decreased their death rates by 70-90 percent... and 
you can get a full course of treatment for under $30.” 


TRENDPOST: While the WHO says further study is needed before it would 
approve ivermectin, they agree it is “a relatively safe drug.” And, though the FDA 
hasn’t approved ivermectin for use in treating or preventing COVID-19, it is being 
used in many countries successfully. 


On 8 December last year, Dr. Pierre Kory, Associate Professor of Medicine at the 
Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Center, WI, and board-certified in critical medicine, 
pulmonary diseases, and internal medicine, testified for the Senate Homeland 
Security Committee about the efficacy of ivermectin in preventing COVID-19: 


“All | ask is for the NIH [National Institute of Health] to review our data that 
we’ve compiled of all of the emerging data—we have almost 30 studies. 
Everyone is reliably and reproducibly positive showing the dramatic 
impacts of ivermectin. Please, I’m just asking that they review our 
manuscript.” 


TRENDPOST: Dr. Kory’s testimony before the congressional committee was 
removed by YouTube “for violating YouTube’s community standards.” Wisconsin 
Senator Ron Johnson publicly criticized the channel’s “dangerous actions” after 
learning of the censorship. 


And, as we noted, Dr. Cole’s address to Idaho state legislators was ignored by 


the mainstream media. Instead, as CNN did on Saturday, they ran a pro-vaccine 
article titled, “How to speak to someone who’s hesitant to get vaccinated.” 
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MASKS KILLING WILDLIFE 


In addition to the detailed data we’ve 
provided over the past year of the 
ineffectiveness of wearing masks to stop 
the virus and the negative health effects of 
wearing them, a report by Oceans Asia, a 
Hong Kong-based marine conservation 
organization, “Masks on the Beach: The 
Impact of COVID-19 on Marine Plastic Pollution,” found “an estimated 1.56 
billion face masks entered the ocean in 2020.” 


They note, “These masks will take as long as 450 years to break down, slowly 
turning into microplastics.” 


The ecological devastation caused by COVID waste pollution is much more 
widespread. The research site Study Finds.org published an article on 30 March 
reporting on findings from the Dutch Naturalis Biodiversity Center. 


Included in the report: 


“Researchers note incidents of foxes in the United Kingdom and birds in 
Canada all becoming entangled in discarded face masks. Hedgehogs, 
seagulls, crabs, and even bats are all encountering the disposable plastics 
in the environment. 


The Dutch researchers are asking the public to report any incidents of 
COVID waste material pollution to www.covidlitter.com to help make this 
issue better known.” 


A co-author of the Dutch report, Liselotte Rambonnet from Leiden University, 


told The Guardian on 29 March, “Animals become weakened due to becoming 
entangled, or starve due to the plastic in their stomach.” 
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The Guardian reported, “In September, items of PPE were found on nearly a 
third of beaches surveyed in the UK by beach-cleaning volunteers.” 


Reports coming in from around the world from veterinarians, animal rescue 
organizations, and citizens who enjoy being out in nature show that the 
throwaway COVID protection materials are being ingested by dogs and monkeys 
and entangling birds, hedgehogs, and penguins. 


The Dutch researchers first became aware of the problem when biologists 
discovered hundreds of face masks in one of the Netherlands’ most historic 
canals. 


COVID waste pollution is not a new revelation. Back on 20 July, the BBC 
published an article titled, “The masks you throw away could end up killing a 
whale.” Included in the article: 


“Globally we are using 129 billion face masks and 65 billion plastic gloves 
every month, according to some estimates. And divers and observers are 
spotting more of this discarded waste floating underwater, causing 
problems for wildlife and washing up on shorelines all over the world.” 


TREND FORECAST: Beyond polluting the waters and the masks' deadly effects 
on wildlife, it is now a common experience to see mask-trash littering sidewalks 
and the streets. It should also be noted that the mask-wearing phenomenon has 
just begun! Thus, the rivers and oceans will be more highly mask-polluted over 
the years, as wearing them becomes a way of everyday life since we forecast the 
media and Big Pharma will continue to spread COVID War fear each winter for 
the coming years. 
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WEAR MASKS, BREATHE TOXIC PARTICLES 


As reported several times in the Trends 
Journal, children are not nearly as 
vulnerable to COVID as adults, and they 
are not significant spreaders of the virus. 
(See our 23 March article, “DRUG 
DEALERS: GET KIDS VACCINATED” and 
our 17 November article, “KIDS DON’T SPREAD COVID.”) 


As we pointed out, forcing kids to wear masks is causing physical and emotional 
health issues (See our 12 January article, “STUDY: MASKS HARMING 
CHILDREN.”) 


Now there is strong evidence coming out of Canada that many of the disposable 
masks being worn by children and adults are made with an asbestos-like 
material that has been linked to early pulmonary toxicity. 


On 30 March, the website Natural News reported: 


“The SNN200642 masks, which are made in China and sold and 
distributed by a Quebec-based company called Meétallifer, had been part 
of Canada’s public school reopening plan. Students were told that they 
needed to wear them in the classroom to prevent the spread of the Wuhan 
coronavirus (Covid-19). Health Canada, however, discovered during a 
preliminary risk assessment that the masks contain microscopic graphene 
particles that, when inhaled, could cause severe lung damage.” 


The new warning comes after some daycare supervisors noted that children 
wearing these masks were reporting uncomfortable symptoms including feeling 
“as though they were swallowing cat hair.” According to the warning, “We now 
know children were inhaling the equivalent of asbestos all day long.” 
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These masks have been worn by children across much of the world, despite 
never going through proper testing procedures. In December, the government 
issued these toxic masks to over 15,000 daycare centers in the Quebec 
province. 


The Natural News report quotes a Quebec school board letter sent to parents of 
children who have been wearing the toxic masks: “We are now verifying whether 
any of these particular masks remain in our schools and centers.” 


Another manufactured mask, MC9501, was taken off the market after it was 
shown to be toxic as well. According to Natural News, over 31 million of these 
unsafe masks were given out “before the government realized they are unfit for 
use.” 


One irate Canadian citizen wrote, “To force a child to wear a toxic face mask is 
child abuse. | hope lawsuits will follow.” 


TREND FORECAST: In the 30 March Trends Journal, we featured an article 
titled, “SPERM DOWN FOR THE COUNT, PENISES FALLING SHORT.” 


In the article, we reported that Dr. Shanna Swan, a professor of Environmental 
Medicine & Public Health at Mount Sinai Health System, has warned that 
phthalates, a chemical commonly used in the manufacturing of plastics, can 
shrink penises and decrease male fertility. 


And now, with more people wearing masks, the “penis-shrinking” trend is 
speeding up. The National Library of Medicine and the National Institutes of 
Health found that the microplastics used in the manufacturing of COVID face 
masks contain a number of toxic chemicals, including penis-shrinking phthalates. 
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PRESSTITUTES KEEP SELLING COVID FEAR 


Before the coronavirus, the word “spread” 
usually referred to betting odds on sports 
events or food items applied to bread and 
crackers. But now “spread” is the favorite 
word of government health care experts 
and mainstream media to keep citizens 
living in fear and extra-protective against 


COVID-19. 


To show how manipulative the scare tactics are, in the 8 April New York Times 
article, “Highly Contagious Variant is Dominant in New Cases, Director of CDC 
Warns,” the following phrase doesn’t occur until paragraph five: “The number of 
deaths, however, continue to decline.” 


Ahead of this most important fact are these anxiety-producing statements: 


“A highly infectious variant of the coronavirus that was first identified in 
Britain has become the most common source of new infections in the 
United States, the director of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said on Wednesday. The worrisome development comes as 
officials and scientists warn of a possible fourth surge of infections. 


Federal health officials said in January that the B.1.1.7 variant, which 
began surging in Britain in December and has since slammed Europe, 
could become the dominant source of coronavirus infections in the United 
States, leading to a huge increase in cases and deaths. 


Dr. Rochelle Walensky, the C.D.C. director, who warned last week that she 
felt a recurring sense of ‘impending doom,’ said on Wednesday that 52 of 
the agency’s 64 jurisdictions—which include states, some major cities and 
territories —are now reporting cases of these so-called ‘variants of 
concern, including B.1.1.7.” 
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When finally citing the solid data showing death rates and emergency hospital 
visits from COVID-19 have been declining for many months, The New York 
Times attributes the drop in deaths and hospitalizations to “potentially a sign 
that mass vaccinations are beginning to protect older Americans and other 
highly vulnerable populations.” 


Yet, only some 18 percent of Americans had been fully vaccinated when The 
Times wrote the article, thus, the vaccine most likely played a negligible role in 
reducing the cases. 


And here’s what the NYT leaves out: the death rates were declining well before 
the appearance of vaccines. 


As noted in the 6 August Psychiatric Times, 


“The mortality rate reported for COVID-19 has declined since the earliest 
days of the pandemic. This is partly due to better knowledge about the 
infection and better protocols that have been developed to treat the more 
serious forms of the illness.” 


But The New York Times, along with most of the mainstream media, continue to 
attract more attention with scare tactics about the “spread” of variants, which 
have not proved to be as harmful as the original. 


And, of course, according to the article, the only solution is to get the vaccine: 


“At the same time, the United States is currently vaccinating an average of 
about three million people a day, and states have rushed to make all adults 
eligible. The C.D.C. reported on Wednesday that almost 110 million people 
had received at least one dose of a Covid-19 vaccine, including about 64.4 
million people who have been fully vaccinated. New Mexico, South 
Dakota, Rhode Island, and Alaska are leading the states, with about 25 
percent of their total populations fully vaccinated.” 
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TRENDPOST: Completing its ”beware the spread” article, The New York Times 
ends with a statement from the doctor of the National Hockey League’s 
Vancouver Canucks after some team members tested positive: “This is a stark 
reminder of how quickly the virus can spread and its serious impact, even among 
healthy, young athletes.” 


Yet, as they continually do, the mainstream media and their “health experts” 
(such as the hockey doc) fail to note that very few people under 50 years of age 
have died from the virus, and the recovery rate for those aged 1-20 years is 
99.997 percent. And, in fact, the Hockey Doctor is incorrect. With a 99.997 
recovery rate for people 1-20 years of age, the virus does not have a “serious 
impact” on “healthy, young athletes.” 


THE CULT OF COVID DOESN’T REQUIRE EVIDENCE 


Evidence, not modeling, is piling up. And it 
proves the policies surrounding COVID-19 
have not only been disastrous in terms of 
economies and individual freedoms, they 
also have failed the “sound science” test. 


That’s according to author and civil 
liberties advocate Michael Talmo. Talmo recently took a deep dive into the 
science — or lack of it - behind some of the most controversial lockdown 
measures. His conclusions? Lockdowns haven’t worked. Masks don’t work. And 
the necessity and efficacy of the so-called “COVID vaccines” are suspect for 
most of the population. 


Writing for the Canada-based Global Research Centre for Research on 
Globalization, Talmo said failed strategies that were known to be useless were 
nonetheless employed during the pandemic. For example, pandemic planning 
lockdown strategies, which harked back to the George W. Bush administration, 
were thoroughly debunked before they were put to use in 2020: 
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“In response to Bush’s pandemic plan, Dr. Donald A. Henderson 
(1928-2016), former Dean of the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health 
along with three other experts, took immediate action. They wrote a 
scientific paper entitled: ‘Disease Mitigation Measures in the Control of 
Pandemic Influenza’ published in BIOSECURITY AND BIOTERRORISM, 
which lays out in no uncertain terms that there is no basis for social 
distancing, prohibiting social gatherings, school closures, masks, and 
quarantining large groups of people, and that such measures would have 
serious and considerable adverse consequences.” 


And data from the lockdowns of 2020 has proved they showed no benefit in 
stemming the spread of the COVID virus. Among the multiple studies Talmo 
cited was an EClinical Medicine report published by The Lancet in July 2020 
study. 


The study involved a country-level analysis measuring the impact of government 
actions, country preparedness, and socioeconomic factors on COVID-19 
mortality and related health outcomes. It found “government actions such as 
border closures, full lockdowns, and a high rate of COVID-19 testing were not 
associated with statistically significant reductions in the number of critical cases 
or overall mortality.” 


Masks are another example where actual science was ignored in favor of a 
cult-like political theatre, said Talmo. 


“Bottom line: the only studies that really matter are Randomized Controlled 
trials (RCTs) with verified outcomes which test the masks on humans. And 
every RCT ever done over the past 75 years has shown that N95 masks, 
surgical masks, and cloth masks are useless against preventing viral 
diseases. Dr. Denis Rancourt, PhD, summed it up best in his 
ResearchGate Study, ‘Masks Don’t Work:’ 
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‘No RCT study with verified outcome shows a benefit for HCW’ (healthcare 
workers) ‘or community members in households to wearing a mask or 
respirator. There is no such study. There are no exceptions.” 


Pandemic Conditioning: Setting the Stage for Control 


Talmo believes the COVID pandemic has been used to manipulate masses of 
average people for the benefit of a very few. His article noted that fear has been 
ginned up to direct and control activities and behaviors: 


“Scare people and you can get them to turn against their family and 
friends, rat on each other to the authorities, hoard toilet paper, think it’s 
okay to put children younger than 10 years old on sex offender registries 
for playing doctor, and that it’s okay for cops to beat and kill people who 
don’t obey their every command. Scare people enough and they become 
trapped in a twilight zone of false reality where down is up, black is white, 
nonsense is common sense, freedom is selfishness, and acts of sadistic 
cruelty are condoned and rationalized.” 


As a result of misplaced faith in draconian measures and nonsensical dictates 
like “social distancing,” Talmo noted there has been a huge shift in power toward 
corporate and government masters and away from average citizens and small 
entrepreneurs and businesses. He concluded that, unfortunately, the 
ramifications may have only just begun. 


EUROPEAN COUNTRIES LOCK DOWN AGAIN AGAINST COVID SPREAD 


Rising rates of COVID infections have 
persuaded European leaders to impose a 
new round of lockdowns. 
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Italy continued restrictions on social movement and business openings through 
the end of this month. 


Ukraine closed Kyiv’s public transport system to everyone but essential workers, 
after having already closed schools and shopping centers. Sweden suspended 
its national reopening, which had been scheduled for immediately after Easter. 


France closed schools and nonessential shops through at least 21 April and 
banned travel more than six miles from home without an urgent reason. 
President François Macron also asked people to work from home if possible and 
imposed a national 7 PM curfew. 


Some public health officials complained that Macron’s measures are still too 
tepid and amount to a “pseudo-lockdown,” the Financial Times reported. 
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TRENDS IN THE VACCINE 
ROLLOUT 


“BREAKTHROUGH”: NEW TERM FOR VACCINE FAILURE 


On 30 March, the Florida media website Click Orlando reported, “Dozens in 
Central Florida contract COVID-19 after being fully vaccinated.” 


The new term being used to describe those who get infected after being jabbed 
is “breakthrough cases.” 


One of the “breakthrough cases” who was quite shocked to find out she was 
infected was a healthcare worker in the Orlando area who had been tested for 
COVID-19 every week since the coronavirus was first reported. She thought 
everything would be fine after getting the Pfizer vaccine last December. She is 
among 32 additional “breakthrough cases” so far in the greater Orlando area. 


Click Orlando also reported that earlier in March, “The Minnesota Department of 
Health released a health advisory stating that along with the CDC, it is 
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investigating COVID-19 infections among people who are ‘appropriately 
vaccinated.” Eighty-nine people in Minnesota are “breakthrough cases.” 


The report also quoted Dr. Timothy Hendrix, Medical Director of the Advent 
Health Hospital, who said while the vaccines reduce the severity of COVID-19, 
they can’t guarantee protection against getting infected: “It is possible because 
no vaccine is perfect.” 


Get the Jab, But Keep Those Masks On 


The article adds that “researchers are still trying to figure out if people who are 
fully vaccinated and contract the virus can also spread it to other people, which 
is why they recommend still wearing masks even after you’re vaccinated.” 


On 23 March, The New York Times quoted Dr. Francesca Torriani, an infectious 
disease expert at UC San Diego Health, who said, “We felt really strongly that 
this data should not lead people to say, ‘Let’s all get vaccinated and then we 
can all stop wearing masks.” 


On 1 February, Dr. Becky Smith, an infectious disease specialist at Duke Health, 
told a CBS affiliate in North Carolina that people should still get the shot: “I think 
it’s still worth getting it even if you could potentially get the actual disease.” 


Last Friday, Chicago Department of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Allison 
Arwady confirmed 100 “breakthrough” cases of people getting infected after 
being fully vaccinated. She stated, “I don’t want to give the impression this is a 
common thing. You know 100 cases out of the hundreds of thousands here in 
Chicago is not a lot.” 


Back on 1 January, The Times of Israel reported: “240 Israelis found with COVID 
after vaccination, underscoring need for vigilance.” 


TRENDPOST: Following are just a few of the headlines from this past weekend 
regarding the ineffectiveness of the COVID vaccines: 
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Man in hospital with COVID despite being fully vaccinated, wife says 
— ABC 7 New York 


Some Coloradans have tested positive for COVID-19 after full vaccination, 
state says — 9News 


Since January, 142 Houstonians tested positive for COVID 14 days after 
being fully vaccinated, data shows — ABC 13 Eye Witness News 


She got COVID-19, got vaccinated - and then got COVID again 
— Anchorage Daily News 


Again, these are what is being reported in the U.S., considering over 90 percent 
of the mainstream media is controlled by just six companies and newspapers 
have slashed their staff. 


CDC DATA PROVES RISING VACCINE HEALTH ISSUES 


Even though the new mRNA technology 
has never been tested on humans before it 
was approved after only three months of 
safety trials through the FDA’s Emergency 
Use Authorization, the current CDC 
website states: 


“What you need to know: 
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective. 
Millions of people in the United States have received COVID-19 vaccines, 


and these vaccines will undergo the most intensive safety monitoring in 
U.S. history. 
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CDC recommends you get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you are 
eligible.” 


Yet, on 2 April, The Defender, the online news site of the Children’s Health 
Defense advocacy group founded by Robert Kennedy, Jr, published the article, 
“Number of COVID Vaccine Injuries Reported to VAERS [Vaccine Adverse Event 
Reporting System] Surpasses 50,000, CDC Data Show.” 


Among the CDC data cited in the article: 


e “The 50,000 adverse health vaccine events included 2,249 deaths and 
7,726 serious injuries between Dec. 14, 2020 and March 26, 2021. 


e 9% of deaths were related to cardiac disorders. 


e 45% of those who died were male, 43% were female and the remaining 
death reports did not include gender of the deceased. 


e The average age of those who died was 77.7 and the youngest death was 
an 18-year-old. 


e As of March 26, 341 pregnant women had reported adverse events related 
to COVID vaccines, including 104 reports of miscarriage or premature 
birth. 


e Of the 578 cases of Bell’s Palsy reported, 63% of cases were reported 
after Pfizer-BioNTech vaccinations— almost twice as many as reported 
(36%) following vaccination with the Moderna vaccine. Seven cases of 
Bell’s Palsy were reported with Johnson & Johnson (J&J) vaccine (1%). 


e There were 2,578 reports of anaphylaxis, with 53% of cases attributed to 


the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, 44% to Moderna and 3% to J&J vaccine, 
which was rolled out in the U.S. on March 2.” 
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According to The Defender, these numbers could well be worse based on a 
recent 24 March analysis by Medpage Today that found data collection by health 
agencies reporting on adverse vaccine reactions “is more hit and miss than we 
might like.” 


Dr. Aaron Seth Kesselheim, Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School is 
quoted: 


“We haven’t yet had those kinds of formal post-approval studies that have 
been developed and designed for these trials. So, we haven’t really seen 
that yet. And the other major issue is, right now a lot of vaccines are being 
given outside of healthcare systems, through public, state government 
supported vaccine delivery websites and the goal here being to get as 
many vaccines as quickly as possible into people as quickly as possible.” 


When asked whether there should be concern over the fact that there isn’t a 
rigorous enough organized data collection system set up to monitor the 
long-term effects of the vaccines, Dr. Kesselheim responded, 


“| think it’s certainly something that policymakers, the people in the Biden 
response team and people who help sort of organize and run our 
healthcare systems, people in the CDC, hopefully, it’s those people, | 
think, are the people who should be concerned about this kind of thing.” 


He then made it clear it will take some time before enough is known about 
potential health concerns from these new vaccines: 


“Even if under the best of circumstances this whole ongoing learning 
about MRNA vaccines and about the COVID vaccines are going to 
continue over the next months and years.” 


TREND FORECAST: Once again, what The Defender is publishing is basically 
banned by the mainstream media, which the majority of populations around the 
world tune into. Thus, with the constant spreading of COVID War fear and 
hundreds of millions being spent on selling Big Pharma’s virus vaccine, many of 
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those who were reluctant to get vaccinated just weeks ago are now rushing out 
to get the shot. 


Yet, in Sicily, it is reported by the government that some 80 percent of the 
people are refusing to get the AstraZeneca vaccine. 


As we have forecast, however, each winter, just as they do with the flu, the 
media and Big Pharma will be spreading COVID Fear. Thus, the more fear they 
spread of the COVID War killing the masses, the higher the vaccination rate will 
rise. 


MEDIA: GET JABBED, END THE COVID WAR 


7 | On 4 April, The New York Times continued 
= the long-playing mainstream media war 
: T chant to frighten its readers to get 
: vaccinated as the only way to deal with 
we th he the coronavirus. The headline of the article 
speaks volumes: 
Rising Variants Imperil Return to Normal Life 


Note the language: “Imperil.” “Normal life.” This, even though, as stated 
repeatedly in the Trends Journal, every virus evolves into new variants as part 
of nature’s course. In almost every case, the variant is less threatening than the 
original. (See our 9 March article, “MAINSTREAM MEDIA PUMPS UP NEW 
VACCINE STUDY;” our 2 March article, “HEALTH ‘EXPERTS’ SELLING COVID 
FEAR FOREVER;” and our 23 February article, “HEALTH “EXPERTS” CAUTION 


AGAINST ENDING NYC LOCKDOWN.”) 
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The COVID War 


As we detailed a year ago when the coronavirus was making the news, 
politicians and the media across the globe said they were fighting the “COVID 
War.” 


We noted that by labeling it a “War,” as history has proven, the obedient masses 
will follow their leaders and march off to war. 


Indeed, our 28 April 2020 Trends Journal cover read: 


“DUMB ENOUGH TO BELIEVE BUSH’S WARS 
DUMB ENOUGH TO BELIEVE THE COVID WAR.” 
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And dumb they are. The 4 April New York Times article continues the media’s 
favorite analogy for the pandemic “War” when it writes: 


“In measurable ways, Americans are winning the war against the 


coronavirus. Powerful vaccines and an accelerating rollout all but 
guarantee an eventual return to normalcy —to backyard barbecues, 
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summer camps and sleepovers. But it is increasingly clear that the next 
few months will be painful. So-called variants are spreading, carrying 
mutations that make the coronavirus both more contagious and, in some 
cases, more deadly.” 


Again, note the psychological strategy here to pump up the efficacy of vaccines 
as the weapon winning the war and then injecting hyperbolic fear and anxiety by 
suggesting more deadly mutations are on the attack. 


The article continues: 


“New variants have continued to pop up—in California one week, in New 
York and Oregon the next. As they take root, these new versions of the 
coronavirus threaten to postpone an end to the pandemic. Health officials 
acknowledge an urgent need to track these new viruses as they crawl 
across the United States. Already, B.1.1.7, the highly contagious variant 
that walloped Britain and is wreaking havoc in continental Europe, is rising 
exponentially in the United States.” 


But contrary to The New York Times’ writing about “new versions of the 
coronavirus threaten to postpone and end to the pandemic,” the data clearly 
shows that the virus is weakening with fewer hospitalizations and deaths as 
evidenced in many media articles: 


Infections Plummet in Nursing Homes 
— Everyday Health, 16 March 


Los Angeles County coronavirus figures continue to decline 
— LA Times, 14 March 


COVID-19 death forecasts decline 
— The Hill, 9 March 


Georgia continues to report zero new COVID-19 deaths 
—The Augusta Chronicle, 28 March 
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New Reported U.S. COVID-19 Cases Fall 
— Wall Street Journal, 28 March 


So, what is The New York Times hyperventilating about? 
Its article continues: 


“The world is caught in a sprint between vaccines and variants, and the 
shots eventually will win, scientists say. But because each infection gives 
the coronavirus a chance to evolve still further, vaccinations in the United 
States and elsewhere must proceed as fast as possible.” 


And no media call for a continuing war against the COVID would be complete 
without a word from the Presstitutes’ and politicians’ anointed #1 infectious 
disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, who told The Times, 


“Instead of a new vaccine against variants, however, it may be just as 
effective for Americans to receive a third dose of the Pfizer-BioNtech or 
Moderna vaccines in six months to a year.” 


Who’s to Blame? 


According to a NYT article published on 5 April, titled, “How White Evangelicals’ 
Vaccine Refusal Could Prolong the Pandemic,” vaccine hesitancy “is fueled by 
broader cultural distrust of institutions and gravitation to online conspiracy 
theories.” 


It’s important to note this purposeful conflating of an accurate fact that there is a 
“broader cultural distrust of institutions” with the unproven claim that the 
significant amount of vaccine hesitancy in the U.S. is the fault of conspiracy 
theorists or people that are labeled “conservatives.” 


As reported in the Trends Journal, there are sensible, legitimate reasons to wait 
for more hard safety data before being injected with a never-before-tested 
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vaccine that was rushed into circulation through the Emergency Use 
Authorization. (See our 30 March article, “ASTRAZENECA VACCINE DATA 
UNDER FIRE” and our 2 February article, “JOHNSON & JOHNSON VACCINE 
SHOWS MIXED RESULTS.”) 


TRENDPOST: For those requiring proof that there are serious concerns about 
the COVID vaccinations, of the workers most vulnerable to allegedly getting 
infected — healthcare workers in nursing homes - only 37.5 percent of them have 
taken up offers to be vaccinated. Indeed, with so many nursing home patients 
being vaccinated with a wide array of shots for various “medical” reasons, these 
frontline workers have witnessed firsthand the pros and cons of Big Pharma 
injections. 


On 14 March, the Wall Street Journal reported that despite healthcare workers 
overall being among the first to be offered the vaccines, only about 40 percent 
agreed to be injected. 


And, as we have been reporting, many in the military are reluctant to get the 
COVID jab. Most recently, nearly 40 percent of U.S. Marines have refused to get 
shot of the COVID vaccine. 


We also noted the reluctance of others in the military to get vaccinated, noting 
that because the FDA has only approved the vaccine for emergency use, the 
Defense Department cannot make it mandatory for service members to get 
jabbed. 


However, President Biden could issue a waiver, as several Democratic members 


of Congress have asked Biden to issue a “waiver of informed consent” that will 
force all U.S. military service members to get the jab. 
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JAB UPDATE: WHITE HOUSE TO COMBAT HESITANCY 


Continuing the ramping up of COVID “War” 
language by the Biden administration and 
mainstream media, on 2 April, The New 
York Times published the headline: 


Biden Administration Announces Ad 
Campaign to Combat 
Vaccine Hesitancy 


The “combat” is a massive media campaign including 275 organizations 
spreading out across the country along with a saturation of TV/cable ads in both 
English and Spanish. 


While ignoring that people of knowledge and facts are unwilling to take the 
“Operation Warp Speed” COVID jab, The New York Times narrows down the 
refusal to get vaccinated “particularly among Black people, Latinos, 
Republicans, and white evangelicals. 


The Times also notes that “an episode at a plant in Baltimore manufacturing two 
coronavirus vaccines, where workers accidentally conflated the ingredients, 
could also increase anxiety. Up to 15 million doses of Johnson & Johnson’s 
vaccine were contaminated in the mix-up, forcing regulators to delay 
authorization of the plant’s production lines.” 


The article points to White House officials’ concern that if more Americans are 
not convinced to get the shots, supply of vaccines will be greater than the 
demand. 


Despite the reports of people getting vaccinated and still getting the virus... 
repeating the line uttered regularly by both government officials, their health 
experts, and the media, The Times writes, “Getting as many people as possible 


vaccinated will be critical to containing the pandemic and allowing a return to a 
more normal way of life.” 


Among the organizations pulled in by the White House to promote the vaccines 
are the Catholic Health Association of the United States, NASCAR, and the 
North American Meat Institute. And like any good wartime promotional 
Campaign, the White House has given the 275 groups corralled into 
cheerleading for vaccines the collective military-sounding name: “COVID-19 
Community Corps.” 


TRENDPOST: Merriam-Webster’s first definition of “Corps” is “an organized 
subdivision of the military establishment.” The word was coined by Napoleon to 
refer to his troops. 


CHINA DOUBTS EFFECTIVENESS OF ITS VACCINES 


China, much praised by U.S. media for its 
coronavirus response, may have just 
thrown a stink bomb into that party. 


A 
. The country’s lead disease control official 
S 1 N O V a e admitted that the COVID vaccines, 
including one by the Chinese developer 
Sinovac, have been relative failures, saying they “don’t have very high protection 
rates.” 


Gau Fu, director of the China Centers for Disease Control, made the comments 
at a conference this past weekend. 


Beijing has dispensed hundreds of millions of doses in their nation and others, 


though their vaccination rate is less than six percent of their vast population. 
Those vaccines have shown effectiveness rates as low as around 50 percent. In 
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comparison, makers of the American Pfizer vaccine claim 97-percent 
effectiveness. 


The Sinovac vaccine does not use mRNA technology, and as recently as 
December, Fu criticized the experimental American vaccines, saying he couldn’t 
rule out side effects from them. Since those comments, vaccines by Johnson & 
Johnson, which utilize a novel DNA technology, and by British maker 
AstraZeneca have come under fire for serious side effects including blood clots. 


Pfizer and Moderna mRNA vaccines have been touted for their higher 
effectiveness. But their efficacy and safety are still an open question with many 
Americans, despite Big Tech, media, and government attempts to disparage and 
censor contrary views and data. 


At the conference in Chengdu, a city in China’s southwest, Fu said scientists 
might try mixing several vaccines to achieve higher effectiveness rates. He also 
seemed more open to MRNA technology: “Everyone should consider the 
benefits mRNA vaccines can bring for humanity. We must follow it carefully and 
not ignore it just because we already have several types of vaccines already.” 


VACCINE FAST FACTS 


The mantra of “safe vaccines” is taking on 
more water, as the use of the Johnson & 
Johnson DNA technology-based COVID 
vaccine is being halted due to safety issues. 
That follows problems with the AstraZeneca 
vaccine. Both have been tied to dangerous 
blood clots. 


Meanwhile, the CDC has reported that as of 5 April, over 2,794 deaths have 
been recorded in the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). VAERS 
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is a self-reporting database used by the medical community to track incidents, 
injuries, and deaths caused by vaccines. 


The website Vaccineimpact.com noted that the VAERS database listed 345 
vaccine-related deaths for all of 2020. The latest death numbers from COVID 
vaccines surpass all the vaccine-related deaths reported in VAERS dating back 
from 2010 through 2020. 


The latest VAERS data shows: 


2,794 COVID vaccine-related deaths 
56,869 COVID vaccine-related injuries 
8,975 visits to Emergency Room doctors 
941 permanent disabilities 

4,972 hospitalizations 


Clinics in Colorado and North Carolina suspended the J&J vaccine following 
incidents, according to the AP: 


“North Carolina health officials said on Thursday that they stopped 
administering Johnson & Johnson doses at a mass vaccination site in 
Raleigh and at clinics in Hillsborough and Chapel Hill after at least 26 
people experienced adverse reactions, including fainting.” 


According to the CDC’s COVID data tracker website, at least 114,436,039 
people have received at least one dose of a COVID vaccine in the U.S. so far, 
and 68,202,458 people have been fully vaccinated. 59.4 percent of people over 
the age of 65 have been vaccinated. 


Worldwide, more than 748 million shots have been administered, according to 
Bloomberg. The U.S., Europe, and parts of the Middle East continue to have the 
highest vaccination rates. Africa is among the least-vaccinated regions in the 
world, though Morocco has given COVID doses to about 12 percent of its 
population. 
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China, where the virus originated, has dispensed roughly 155 million doses, but 
that only covers 5.5 percent of its population. In South America, Chile continues 
to be the highest-vaccinated country, with about 31 percent of its population 
vaccinated. 


ASTRAZENECA VAX STILL UNDER FIRE 


In the new world order of censorship, only 
“officials” and government-sanctioned 

== “health officials” are permitted the efficacy 
and dangers of the “Operation Warp 
Speed” COVID vaccine that has been 
rushed into the market. Those who 
question and/or raise concerns about 
getting the jab are denounced by Presstitutes, politicians, and the Silicon 
con-artists as 

“conspiracy theorists.” 


As reported in our 16 March article, “VACCINE HALTED IN EUROPE,” a number 
of countries suspended the use of the AstraZeneca vaccine due to reports of 
people dying from blood clots soon after receiving the shot. 


On 30 March, the list of countries calling a halt to the vaccine rose to 18, and the 
AP published an article titled, “Germany to restrict AstraZeneca use in under-60s 
over clots.” The article stated 31 more Germans had suffered blood clots after 
getting jabbed, with nine of them dying. Seven of the nine cases involved 
women between the ages of 23 to 60 years old. 


Last Thursday, The New Daily, an Australian news source, blared the headline: 
“Nothing is off the table: Vaccine halt throws rollout into chaos.” 
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In the article, it was reported that the Australian Technical Advisory Group on 
Immunization “recommended the AstraZeneca vaccine not be given to people 
under 50” due to the risk of blood clots. 


The New Daily cited that New South Wales Health “has temporarily paused 
administration of the AstraZeneca vaccine to all age groups at is clinics Friday 
morning while the informed consent information is updated,” and the suspension 
of this vaccine has “thrown the national coronavirus vaccine rollout into disarray, 
further jeopardizing the federal government’s commitment to have all Australians 
vaccinated with at least one COVID shot by October.” 


It was also confirmed that the federal government doesn’t plan to reopen 
Australia’s international borders until next October. (Note the synchronized 
timing between getting everyone vaccinated and reopening international trade.) 


The Belfast Telegraph reported last Wednesday that in Britain, the massive 
vaccine push will not be interrupted by the new health advisory that an 
alternative to the AstraZeneca vaccine be given to those under 30 years of age. 
Again, the concern is over potential blood clots. 


And the Clots Keep Coming 


By last Friday, the list of countries restricting the use of the AstraZeneca vaccine 
continued to grow to include Italy, Spain, and Belgium. The Wall Street Journal 
reported Italy and Spain were advising that only those over 60 get the shot, 
whereas Belgium imposed the limit to those over 55. Germany currently is using 
those 60 and over as the benchmark, with those under 60 still able to choose 
injection but only “at their own risk and after being informed about possible 
complications by a qualified health professional.” 


In Denmark, all AstraZeneca shots have been suspended until at least the end of 
the month. Norway has halted the vaccine until 15 April, pending further reviews. 


TRENDPOST: If anyone needed proof that governments are making up rules out 
of thin air devoid of any empirical evidence, just look at the scattershot age 
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restrictions being imposed: the UK, under 30; Italy, Germany, and Spain, over 
60; Belgium, over 55; Australia, under 50; Norway and Denmark: full suspension. 
This comes across more like a roulette wheel in Vegas than solid medical advice 
based on strong data. 


TRENDPOST: Despite the dangers associated with the AstraZeneca vaccine and 
Italy announcing last week it only recommends vaccines for those over 60, His 
Highness Prime Minister Mario Draghi decreed that all Italian healthcare workers 
must receive the COVID vaccine or risk being suspended without pay for the 
year. 


TRENDPOST: Just today, after reports of several Americans developing blood 
clots some two weeks after getting jabbed with the "Operation Warp Speed" 
Johnson & Johnson’s single-dose COVID Vax, U.S. Federal health 

agencies recommended a “pause” in giving the shots. Following, the U.S. 
decision to halt the jab, Johnson & Johnson announced, “We have been 
reviewing these cases with European health authorities... and have made the 
decision to proactively delay the rollout of our vaccine in Europe.” 


EUROPEAN COURT: FORCED JABS LEGAL 


The European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) determined on Thursday that 
-obligatory vaccinations may be needed in 

> democratic societies, according to 
=e reports. 


The ECHR, located in Strasbourg, France, 
was ruling on a case involving children and mandatory vaccinations for school. 
Outside observers saw the ruling as having clear implications for any future fight 
over COVID-19 shots. The AFP reported it is the first time the court ruled on 
compulsory vaccinations. 
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Nicolas Hervieu, a legal expert who specializes in the ECHR, told the AFP that 
the ruling supports the “possibility of a compulsory vaccination under conditions 
of the current COVID-19 epidemic.” 


The court case involved parents in the Czech Republic who refused to comply 
with the country’s vaccine guidelines for their children. They claimed mandatory 
vaccinations went against their right to respect for private life. 


The vaccines were for mumps, hepatitis B, and whooping cough. The cases 
were filed years before the COVID-19. 


Sixteen of the court’s 17 judges ruled the vaccines protect the individual 
receiving the shot as well as the public, Euronews reported. The report pointed 
out that the court’s ruling said, “Vaccination protects both those who receive it 
and those who cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons and are therefore 
relying on herd immunity for protection against serious contagious diseases.” 


TRENDPOST: It is just a matter of time before COVID-19 vaccinations will be a 
prerequisite for children to attend school. But there are critics. 


Vinay Prasad is a hematologist-oncologist and associate professor of medicine 
at the University of California, San Francisco. He wrote in STAT, an American 
health-oriented news website, that between March and October 2020, among 
those between the ages of five and 14, the risk of dying of Covid-19 in the U.S. 
was 7 in 1,000,000. For young adults aged 15 to 24, the risk of dying from Covid 
was 9.9 in 1,000,000. 


Dr. Prasad wrote, “Assume the same 95% relative risk reduction seen in studies 
of the Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna vaccines in adults. The vaccine might save 
one life for every 1 million kids who get it.” 


He concluded that vaccinations “may be a tough sell to children and parents 


simply because the absolute benefit to kids is very small given the low absolute 
risk of developing severe Covid-19 or dying from it.” 
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VACCINE PASSPORT: THE NEW ABNORMAL 


As the Wall Street Journal reported last 
Saturday, requiring Americans to present 
proof of vaccine status before being able 
to move around freely is becoming one of 
the most polarizing topics in the country. 


Governors are lining up on both sides of the issue after President Biden 
suggested there won’t be a federal mandate handed down, despite a number of 
state legislatures “seeking to ban vaccination requirements.” 


As an example, Democratic Governor Roy Cooper of North Carolina is backing a 
bill to require some form of “standardized record” to show proof of vaccination, 
while in Texas, Republican Governor Greg Abbott affirmed any entity that 
receives state funding cannot force people to prove they have been vaccinated. 


Democratic Governor Andrew Cuomo of New York is supporting a smartphone 
app and printout option as a method for people to show proof while Florida’s 
Republican Governor Ron DeSantis “issued an executive order prohibiting 
business from requiring patrons or employees to provide documentation 
certifying COVID-19 vaccination.” 


The debate is being centered around those claiming a vaccine passport is the 
fastest way to get the economy reopened, while those against it see it as an 
un-American infringement on individual rights and “discrimination against the 
unvaccinated.” 


Travel Passport 
Regarding air travel, most of the major airlines are not lining up in favor of 
vaccine passports, according to the Journal, but some aviation executives agree 


it could “streamline global travel.” In March, the CEO of Boeing, David Calhoun, 
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said he remained open-minded: “Coming to grips with what that standard would 
look like and getting enough countries to sign up... that’s the challenge.” 


Norwegian Cruise Lines has said proof of vaccination would have to be shown 
at least two weeks before boarding any of its vessels. Carnival Corp and 
Caribbean Cruise Group will require vaccine passports for some international 
travel. 


The article features a quote from Erica DeWald, the head of a vaccine advocacy 
group called Vaccinate Your Family: “This is a situation where the government 
isn’t taking a clear stance, the public is deeply divided and businesses don’t 
know what to do.” 


Dena Bravata, the lead medical officer for a group called Castlight Health, which 
works with many leading businesses with private insurance across the country, 
said most corporate clients are undecided: “We are not seeing mandatory 
vaccinations. Employers aren’t using the word ‘Passport.’” 


Close Call 

On 7 April, Forbes wrote: 
“According to a HarrisX-Hill poll (taken between 2-5 April), 53% of 
respondents were in favor of the government creating vaccine passports, 
while 47% said they did not support the idea. 
Opinions about government vaccine passports were deeply split between 
political parties, with 70% of Democrats saying the government should 


create the passes, while 60% of Republicans were anti-passport. 


Independent voters were split evenly, 50% in favor, 50% against 
passports.” 


TRENDPOST: In this lengthy Wall Street Journal article, as with other 
mainstream media, there was not one quote from doctors, “health experts,” 


132 


groups, or individuals opposed to the passports. The facts are clear, as we have 
detailed: the corporate media, which makes billions selling Big Pharma drug ads 
on multiple platforms, has their Presstitutes selling the COVID Jab as they get 
their shot in the arm. 


TRENDPOST: “Get the Shot” is being sold globally. As the 31 March New York 
Times headline read: 


Ukraine Hoping Celebrity “Selfies” will Promote Vaccine 


A month after the arrival of 500,000 AstraZeneca doses, “fewer than half have 
been administered,” according to the Ukraine government. To help sell the jab, 
their Ministry of Health is making the vaccine available to those with large social 
media followings, such as “actors, pop stars, athletes, and social media 
influencers” and calling on all those with large social media followers to publish 
“vaccination selfies.” 


CHINESE WAY, YOU MUST OBEY: MUST GET VAX PASSPORT 


As reported by the Global Times, China - 
the first country that got hit with the 
coronavirus, imposed mask mandates, 
enforced lockdowns, and other COVID 
rules — is now leading the way in requiring a 
COVID-19 vaccination passport. 


While the WHO has said that “at this stage we would not like to see the 
vaccination passport as a requirement for entry or exit, because we are not 
certain at this stage that the vaccine prevents transmission,” China is going for 
the full vax passport. 


GT reports that China and South Korea will coordinate a “mutual recognition of 
their health codes” they believe will spur tourism activities. 
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The Trends Journal has been covering the global push for vaccine passports in 
the U.S., Israel, and the European Union. The fundamental idea is that these 
certificates will allow individuals to travel freely. 


However, Dr. Mike Ryan, executive director of the WHO’s Health Emergencies 
Program, reportedly said last month that countries will be forced to deal with 
“practical and ethical considerations” before launching any kind of vaccine 
passport. Margaret Harris, a spokeswoman, said, “There are all those other 
questions, apart from the question of discrimination against the people who are 
not able to have the vaccine for one reason or another.” 


(For more on this, see our 2 March article “NO JAB, NO FREEDOM” and our 19 
January article, “AIRLINES & BUSINESSES: NO JAB, NO ENTRY.”) 


Jab Pushers 


Among countries that have announced either specific plans for vaccine 
passports or enthusiastically support the concept and are looking into it include: 


Denmark 
Italy 
Bulgaria 
Greece 
Cyprus 
Estonia 
Kuwait 
Thailand 


While Israel calls their vax passport the “Green Pass,” each country seems to 
have a different name for their passport. 


According to Fortune, China calls their passports “International Travel Health 
Certificates.” The initiative was launched on Monday and can be downloaded on 


WeChat as a free app. The report said China worked with the company to 
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develop the app “in a black box, without input from any international 
organizations or foreign countries.” 


They describe the app as a barcode that links back to the country’s National 
Health Commission. The report stated no country agreed to recognize the 
passport. 


Yanzhong Huang, a senior fellow for global health at the Council on Foreign 
Relations, told Fortune that China is still dealing with international suspicions 
surrounding claims the country was less than transparent during the first few 
weeks of the outbreak, supposedly tied to a Wuhan wet market. He said China 
has also been secretive in the development of the new app. 


The report pointed to vaccines produced in China — namely Sinovac and 
Sinopharm — that have shown just over 50 percent effectiveness in preventing 
infection. 


Shen Yi, a professor at the School of International Relations and Public Affairs of 
Fudan University, told the paper the Chinese passport could be considered 
something of a roadmap: 


“It is a step by step issue... China could take delight to help the WHO by 
sharing its experience and providing Technical Support to the organization. 
Just as the European Commission helped coordinate COVAX, China could 
lend support to the WHO in this regard.” 


TV REALITY SHOW: PRESSTITUES PUMP COVID JAB 


Nothing says the COVID-19 vaccine is safe 
better than the “We know best” TV 
Presstitutes taking a jab live on air. 
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NBC’s “TODAY” show hosts received their first dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine last Wednesday to reassure viewers that the shot is safe and effective. 


Savannah Guthrie, one of the hosts, said, 


“| feel so grateful... | just think about this is something that has not been 
done in all of human history, a vaccine in a year. Not just one vaccine, but 
two, three, four candidates. It’s an incredible feat of science and | love 
that, and we’re so lucky to get to be the beneficiaries of that.” 


Craig Melvin, another host, went even further with his joy, saying he was on the 
verge of crying. He said he was thankful for “science and the scientists” before 
remembering those who died from the virus. 


The NBC News report pointed out that about 170 million doses have been 
administered to Americans. About 32 percent of the population received at least 
one dose, the report said. 


Dr. Dave Chokshi, the New York City health commissioner, was on hand to 
answer any questions the morning show crew may have had. He said it was 
important to get the word out and insisted the vaccine is safe. 


He mentioned some of the minor side effects that some people exhibited, like 
pain at the site of injection and a minor fever. But joked, “One thing lIl say, the 
most common side effect that I’ve seen right after getting the shot: tears of joy.” 


TRENDPOST: The transcript of the above interaction reads like something you’d 
see on State TV in an autocratic country. It is always uncomfortable when the 
government uses the press as props - even if it’s a morning show. The 
coordinated effort by the Comcast-owned network came a day after President 
Biden announced an earlier date for the vaccine to be available to all adults in 
the U.S. 


The fact is nobody knows the long-term effect the mRNA vaccine will have on 
humans because it has never been used before. 
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The COVID-19 vaccines in circulation only went through a few months trial 
period before being released under the FDA’s Emergency Use Authorization. 
Typically, vaccine trials last at least a year, if not longer. 


On 22 December, the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
published the paper, “Pfizer: The Miracle Vaccine for COVID-19?” Part of the 
paper read, “Pfizer reported no significant safety concerns to date, the medium- 
and long-term safety of the vaccine remain unknown. Public concerns about the 
longer-term safety of the vaccine remain valid, considering that it may take 
months or years for these effects to become evident.” 


Yes... it may take months or years “for these effects to become evident.” But this 


statement is ignored, and those who question the dangers of taking a vaccine 
that has not been tested long-term are censored. 
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TRENDS IN GEOPOLITICS 


BIDEN PLEDGES “UNWAVERING SUPPORT” FOR UKRAINE 


President Biden had recently pledged “unwavering support for Ukraine’s 
sovereignty” amid Russia’s growing military pressure along its border. 


The Wall Street Journal reported that some of Biden’s top officials, including 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, also held 
phone conversations with their Ukrainian counterparts. 


“President Biden’s been very clear about this. If Russia acts recklessly, or 
aggressively, there will be costs, there will be consequences,” Blinken told 
NBC’s “Meet the Press” on Sunday. 


The military buildup is seen as the largest since 2014. Officials at the Kremlin 
said these forces have been put in place to respond to any Kyiv attacks on 
Russian separatists in the region. Dmitry Peskov, the press secretary at the 
Kremlin, said the region has become a “powder keg” and voiced concerns that 
the hostilities could result in “mass” casualties. He said Russia reserves the right 
to position its forces within its borders as it sees fit. 
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Dmitry Kozak, a top Russian official, said Moscow could intervene to defend 
Russians, and he warned that any kind of escalation could lead to the 
destruction of Ukraine. He said the conflict might not be a “shot in the leg, but in 
the face.” 


Ukrainian troops have had confrontations with separatists in the conflict zone in 
2021, resulting in 25 troop fatalities. The BBC reported that German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel urged Russian President Putin in a phone call to “de-escalate 
tensions.” 


The Journal, citing a report by Janes, the information group, said there are at 
least 14 Russian ground troop units in the region. 


Forget About It 


The western media no longer reports on the U.S.-backed overthrow of Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych in 2014. Elected in 2010 to succeed Viktor 
Yushchenko, who was championed by the U.S. when it ostensibly launched the 
Orange Revolution in 2004 that put him in power, Ukraine’s Central Election 
Commission and international observers declared that the 2010 presidential 
election was legitimate and fairly conducted. 


The Trends Journal has reported extensively on the events leading up to and 
following the overthrow of Yanukovych and the replacement government led by 
Petro Poroshenko. (For one such article, see “Ukraine” from March 2014.) 


Enriching its military-industrial complex, the U.S. provided nearly $2 billion of 
taxpayer money to the country in the name of foreign aid and military 
assistance. 


The WSJ reported that Russia wants Kyiv to implement a French and 
German-backed peace deal that calls for local elections in Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas region, where there are 640,000 residents with Russian passports. 


Reuters reported that Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan called for an end to the 
hostilities in the region after a meeting in Istanbul with Zelensky. 


“We hope for the warring escalation observed on the field recently to end as 
soon as possible,” Erdogan said. He said Ankara is willing to “provide any 
support necessary for this.” 


The Reuters report noted Turkey sold drones to Ukraine in 2019, and Zelensky 
said he discussed “issues of security and joint counteraction to challenges in the 
Black Sea region” with Erdogan. 


TREND FORECAST: According to Anti-War.com, the U.S. is sending warships 
to the Black Sea in what a Pentagon official, cited by CNN, said was a 
demonstration of support to the government of Ukraine in response to claims of 
increased Russian military presence in the country's eastern border. 


They note that the Black Sea, however, is nowhere near the current conflict zone 
in the Donbas, further east of which the alleged Russian buildup is occurring. 


Last Thursday, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said, 


“The United States is increasingly concerned by recently escalating 
Russian aggressions in eastern Ukraine, including Russia’s movements on 
Ukraine’s border. Russia now has more troops on the border of Ukraine 
than any time since 2014. Five Ukrainian soldiers have been killed this 
week alone. These are all deeply concerning signs.” 


Should war break out in Ukraine, we forecast the Russians will not be defeated, 


and the Donbas region of Eastern Ukraine will move toward cession and maintain 
its open border arrangement with Russia. 
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MYANMAR MILITARY RAMPS UP ATTACKS ON PROTESTERS 


As we have been reporting in the Trends 
Journal, since 1 February, tens of 
thousands of protesters in Myanmar have 
taken to the streets to fight for democracy 
after a military coup overturned recent 
election results and arrested the civilian 
leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who 
reportedly won by a landslide this past November. 


On Saturday, security forces in the country once again cracked down on 
protesters, killing at least 80 in a town just outside Yangon, the country’s largest 
City. 


Reuters, citing the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, reported the 
killings occurred in the town of Bago, which is about 60 miles northeast of 
Yangon. The wire service, citing local reports, said the true death toll is unknown 
because these forces stacked up the bodies and did not allow other protesters 
to identify victims. 


“It is like genocide. They are shooting at every shadow,” Ye Htut, an organizer, 
told the Myanmar Now news outlet. The updated death toll is unclear, but before 
Saturday’s killings, 618 protesters, including about 50 children, are believed to 
have been killed. On Friday, security forces in Bago reportedly used assault 
rifles, heavy weaponry, and hand grenades. 


“The U.N. in Myanmar is following events in Bago with reports of heavy artillery 
being used against civilians and medical treatment being denied to those 
injured,” the U.N. said in a tweet. “The violence must cease immediately. We call 
on the security forces to allow medical teams to treat the wounded.” 


The report said the junta has denied the reported death toll and has insisted that 
automatic weapons have not been used. A spokesman from the military said 
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248 civilians have been killed along with 16 police officers. Myawaddy TV, a 
military-owned station, reported on Friday that 19 people have been sentenced 
to death over the murder of an associate of an army captain, Reuters reported. 


Leaders from the military told a press conference it appears the protests are 
dwindling. A spokesman also pointed to planned elections within the next two 
years. 


The junta claimed widespread election fraud in the country’s November 
elections that handed Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy party sweeping 
victories. 


The military justified the killings by blaming demonstrators due to their 
occasional use of Molotov cocktails and rioting. 


The Trends Journal has extensively covered the conflict in Myanmar. As we 
have been reporting, since the overthrow began, hundreds of thousands have 
been protesting in cities across the country, and work strikes have jeopardized 
commerce, shipping, and the general economy. 


Richard Horsey, a senior adviser on Myanmar with the International Crisis 
Group, told Reuters the country is at the brink “of state failure, of state collapse.” 


Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N., told a Security 
Council meeting on Friday that security forces in Myanmar continue their killing 
rampage and even target “children far too young to even know what a protest 
is.” 


“The military has blacked out their internet. By cutting its people off from the 
outside world, the military seeks to conceal its terrible actions and stifle 
protests, and unleash even more horrors with impunity. We cannot allow them to 
succeed.” 


TREND FORECAST: Myanmar’s economy is in crisis. According to Fitch 
Solutions, it may contract by up to 20 percent. 
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Civil unrest will continue to escalate as people lose everything and have nothing 
left to lose. However, we maintain our forecast that military rule will continue in 
Myanmar, and threats by the U.N., the United States, and other nations will 
achieve nothing in terms of bringing so-called “Democracy” to the country. 


Furthermore, the stronger outside countries pressure the Myanmar government — 
be they in sanctions or supporting rebel movements — the greater the ruling 
government will strengthen its ties with its Chinese neighbor. 


Zhao Lijian, a spokesman from the Chinese Foreign Ministry, told reporters on 
Friday that Beijing is committed to bringing a peaceful resolution to the unrest 
and “hopes that all parties in Myanmar will start dialogue as soon as possible to 
seek political understanding within the constitutional and legal framework.” 


Dr. Sasa, an exiled opposition figure from Myanmar, called on Beijing and 
Moscow to impose immediate sanctions on the junta to prevent the looming civil 
war. He also wants these two countries to stop selling the junta arms. 


“That’s what we are asking them to do before this bloodbath happens in the 
coming days,” he said, according to Nikkei Asia. The report pointed to the 
Russian-made SU-30 fighter jets that the junta employed to bomb the region 
near the Thai border. 


"It is no longer a military coup,” he said. “It is a military operation against 54 
million people in Myanmar.” 


Again, sanctions or not, we maintain our forecast for a continued “military 
operation” as it was even with the election of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who had 
served as State Counsellor of Myanmar (equivalent to a prime minister) and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2016 to 2021. 
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YOUTUBE CENSORS FLORIDA’S GOVERNOR’S ROUNDTABLE 
| ee 


YouTube, the Google-owned video 
platform, removed a roundtable 
discussion on COVID-19 attended by 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis due to 
portions of the video containing what the 
company called “misinformation” on the 
virus that “contradicts the consensus of 


local and global health authorities.” 


The Tampa Bay Times reported that others in attendance at the roundtable 
included health experts who seemed likely to support DeSantis’ approach to the 
outbreak, which his detractors say has been reckless. His defenders use Florida 
as an example that mask mandates and lockdowns are unnecessary, 
economy-killing, and ineffective. 


At one point during the conversation, DeSantis asked if children need to wear 
masks while attending school. Harvard’s Dr. Martin Kulldorff responded, 
“Children should not wear face masks... No. They don’t need it for their own 
protection and they don’t need it for protecting other people, either.” 


The paper pointed to the policy endorsed by the CDC that says anyone over the 
age of two should wear masks in public when around people from outside their 
households. 


YouTube issued a statement to the media website, The Wrap, which said the 
company has “clear policies around COVID-19 medical misinformation.” The 
website reported that the WHO’s guidance says masks are not required for 
children under five. The WHO says children between six and 11 should only be 
required to wear masks if they are in an area of “widespread transmission.” 


The company said the information in the video on children and face masks 
“contradicts the consensus of local and global health authorities.” 
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TRENDPOST: That a tech company determines a “consensus” of “health 
authorities,” i.e., one side of a complex equation, should be the sole arbiter of 
what is scientific fact or fiction has become the new ABnormal. No other voices 
of reason are permitted. We The Geeks are in charge. There is no Freedom of 
Speech. Those who do not buy what they are selling are denounced as radicals, 
conspiracy theorists, and/or terrorists... domestic or otherwise. 


Since last spring, the Trends Journal has been reporting on the lack of hard 
scientific data supporting the wearing of masks. And just a short year ago, the 


U.S. surgeon general tweeted: 


“Seriously people - STOP BUYING MASKS... They are NOT effective in 
preventing general public from catching #Coronavirus.” 


(See our 21 April article, “TREND TRACKING LESSON: ‘THINK FOR 
YOURSELF.’”) 


We have detailed extensively since the COVID War was launched last year the 
infectiveness and danger of wearing masks to stop the spread of the virus. 


Some of our articles on the ineffectiveness of wearing masks include: 
5 January: DANISH STUDY: MASKS OFFER VERY LIMITED PROTECTION 
9 March: DOUBLE MASK? DOUBLE-DOWN FAILURE 
3 November: FACING THE TRUTH, PART I: THE GREAT MASK-QUERADE 


3 November: FACING THE TRUTH, PART Il: MORE EVIDENCE MASKS 
ARE INEFFECTIVE 


3 November: MASK MADNESS 
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27 October: GERMAN DOC: MANDATORY MASK-WEARING IS 
“CRIMINAL” 


20 October: “MASKS ARE A POLITICAL AGENDA” 
20 October: DOCTORS: WEAR MASKS, GET SICK 


20 October: MORE EVIDENCE: MASKS OFFER “LITTLE, IF ANY, 
PROTECTION” 


6 October: FACE MASKS: POLITICS COUNTS, SCIENCE DOESN’T 


29 September: EUROPEAN HEALTH OFFICIALS AGREE: MASKS DON’T 
WORK 


TREND FORECAST: We maintain our forecast for the emergence of new 
anti-vax, anti-tax political movements of which an estimated 36 percent of the 
populations will support. Thus, on these issues alone, we forecast that Ron 
DeSantis will be the top Republican challenger to President Biden in 2024. 


Having resisted lockdowns and face mask mandates, The New York 

Times described him as the “political heir to former President Donald J. Trump.” 
The paper quoted one of his allies referring to his libertarianism as “competent 
Trumpism.” 


DeSantis made headlines on 2 April after signing an executive order that banned 
COVID-19 passports in the Sunshine State. The order said, “So-called COVID-19 


vaccine passports reduce individual freedom and will harm patient privacy.” 


DeSantis was praised for calling the passport initiative “completely 
unacceptable.” 
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MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX: $22B DEAL GOES TO MICROSOFT 


On 11 April, the U.S. Army announced a 
$21.9 billion contract with Microsoft to 
produce custom augmented-reality 
headsets, claiming it will give troops an 
advantage on the battlefield. 


The army called Microsoft an “industry leader in developing innovative 
technology,” and the Wall Street Journal reported the new goggles will be similar 
to their 2018 HoloLens headset. The Seattle-based company provided the U.S. 
Army with 100,000 headsets of an earlier model. 


The paper reported the new model will feature night-vision capabilities that will 
allow soldiers to measure exact distances. Washington Technology reported the 
contract will span over ten years, and the software giant is to produce about 
120,000 of the headsets. 


The Integrated Visual Augmentation Program, known as IVAS, will run on the 
company’s Azure cloud infrastructure and will aggregate “multiple technologies 
into an architecture that allows the soldier to fight, rehearse, and train using a 
single platform,” the Army said in a statement. 


TRENDPOST: We note this to further illustrate the power of the 
military/industrial/intelligence complex of stealing countless trillions of dollars of 
taxpayer money for use on weaponry, products, and spying resources that 
enrich the few... and will be a waste of money, as these headsets will prove, to 
deliver what was promised. 


On 17 January 1961, three days before leaving office, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
two-term president, Five Star general, and Supreme Commander of the Allied 
forces during World War II warned the American people in his farewell address 
that the military-industrial complex was robbing the nation of the genius of the 
scientists, sweat of the labors, and future of the children. 
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Yet, his words and warnings, which have come to pass and continue, were 
ignored and have long been forgotten. 


Among the results is an America in sharp decline. As Gerald Celente has 
forecast, the 20th century was the American century but the 21st will be the 
Chinese century. 


Why? Because the business of America has been war while the business of 
China has been business. 


It should be noted that the U.S. has not won a war since World War Il... and, 
indeed, the $22 billion Microsoft headsets will be useless in current and future 
wars. 


BEIJING TIGHTENS GRIP ON HONG KONG: ACTIVISTS OFF TO JAIL 


The Trends Journal has been following 
Beijing’s crackdown in Hong Kong that 
started in earnest in 2019 after China 
announced plans to enforce an 
extradition bill that would bring criminal 
suspects in Hong Kong to courts in 


mainland China. 


In fear of losing their civil rights, massive protests broke out, but despite the 
ongoing demonstrations, the extradition bill became law. 


Since then, Beijing has passed more freedom oppressive “security” laws for the 
city, and last month, China passed new electoral rules in Hong Kong that 
dramatically reduces the number of elected seats in parliament. 

The BBC reported that would-be MPs must first be screened by a pro-China 
committee to make sure they are “patriotic” enough for Beijing. 


Trends Journal 148 13 April 2021 


On 1 April, China convicted nine activists over a rally dating back to 2019. 
Jimmy Lai, a media tycoon in Hong Kong, was among those convicted of 
organizing an unauthorized assembly. The assembly in question took part on 18 
August 2019 and included about 1.7 million demonstrators. They face up to ten 
years in prison. 


The Trends Journal reported in December, in an article titled, “HONG KONG: 
MORE LOCKDOWN LAWS,” that Lai was charged with violating Beijing’s 
national security law and was denied bail by a judge who was handpicked by 
Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie Lam. 


Lai was seen at the time being led into court shackled in metal chains. He has 
been accused of colluding with foreign forces. Lai, a billionaire who was first 
arrested in August, is the highest-profile arrest under China’s new security law, 
which sparked violent protests in Hong Kong. 


Reuters reported the other activists who pleaded guilty included Lee Cheuk-yan 
and Yeung Sum. 


“| plead guilty, but I’ve done no wrong in affirming the rights of people to 
peaceful procession and | believe history will absolve me,” Lee said. 


TREND FORECAST: As Gerald Celente forecast when the virus first broke out in 
China last January, Beijing would use COVID to achieve what they were unable 
to accomplish before the virus struck Wuhan: lock down Hong Kong to stop the 
protests. Thus, Hong Kong is in full control of the city and, as we reported in the 
Trends Journal, it will remain the banking hub of Asia as more banks and 
investment gambling houses move there to get a share of the business. 
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MOZAMBIQUE: WAR AND TERROR 


The Mozambique army said Friday that the 
city of Palma is safe after last month’s 
ISIS-affiliated rebels attacked parts of the 
northern gas exploration hub, killing 
dozens and displacing tens of thousands. 


Al Jazeera reported that about 200 armed 
rebels began the attack on 24 March. There is a significant population of foreign 
workers, and many are believed to have been targeted. The report said that a 
dozen beheaded bodies were white. The nationalities could not be confirmed — 
the report said the country is working to identify the bodies. 


The Associated Press reported thousands of residents in the region have fled to 
Tanzania amid the uprising in the country’s northern Cabo Delgado province. 
The Financial Times reported the violence that has broken out in the country has 
led to energy companies suspending projects there. 


The conflict in the region started in 2017 and has resulted in 2,600 deaths and 
700,000 of the region’s 2.3 million have fled, the paper said. There are questions 
about Mozambique’s military and whether it can wage a successful campaign 
against the ISIS-Mozambique fighters. The country has employed international 
mercenaries to fight in some conflicts, the report said. 


The FT reported that the country’s gas fields in the region are important, and 
Mozambique could benefit from support from the U.S. and Portugal. The country 
was once a Portuguese colony. 


Analysts told A/ Jazeera that these rebels are “steeped in local political, religious 
and economic discontent,” which has steadily increased since the start of the 
conflict. 


TREND FORECAST: As the facts prove, the COVID War has wrought 
devastating socio-economic hardship across much of the world. As we have 
detailed, while the billionaires have gotten richer, the rest of society, especially 
the lower economic segments, have gotten much poorer. We note what is going 
on in Mozambique to further illustrate how bad situations will become much 
worse as the “Greatest Depression” worsens. 


Civil wars will escalate into regional wars, and the flood of people leaving 
war-torn regions into safe-haven nations will create strong support for 
anti-immigration, anti-global political movements. 


FRENCH AIR STRIKE IN MALI: MASS MURDER OF INNOCENTS 


The French government defended an 
airstrike earlier this year that a U.N. report 
said mainly killed civilians attending a 
wedding. 


The French defense ministry has insisted 
that the strike on 3 January killed about 30 Islamist militants, according to a 
report in the Financial Times. 


The ministry said in a statement it is “impossible to distinguish credible sources 
from the false testimony of possible terrorist sympathizers or people under the 
influence of or threatened by jihadist groups.” 


Minusma, the U.N. mission in Mali, reported the strike occurred in Bounti, killing 
19 guests and three militants. The Guardian reported that a jihadist insurgency 
has been taking place in the country for nearly a decade. 


The paper said it spoke to a guest at the wedding who survived the strike. He 
said the region at the time was under the control of jihadists, who “don’t accept 


weddings and baptisms.” 
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“If they had known about it they would have banned it. There were no jihadists, 
we were just celebrating among ourselves,” the witness said. 


TRENDPOST: As Gerald Celente noted when the U.S. declared war against 
oil-rich Iraq in 2003, “Do you think America would have invaded the country if 
their main export was broccoli?” 


So, too, with France, which is continuing its colonial strategy by forcibly stealing 
a natural resource it wants and needs from African countries that own it... such 
as Mali and Niger. 


As with other invading sources, they will kill and destroy whatever and whoever 
they want to get what they want. For France, the essential natural resource they 
require is large quantities of uranium, since some 80 percent of the nation’s 
electricity is generated from 59 nuclear reactors. 


For 50 years, France has held a colonial power relationship with Mali to exploit its 
resources, particularly uranium. Indeed, some of the world’s largest sources of 
uranium lie underneath the deserts in northern Mali and neighboring eastern 
Niger. 


The situation in Mali has significantly worsened as a result of the U.S.-led 
destruction of Libya in 2011. With the fall of Libya’s leader Muammar Gaddafi 
and the complete collapse of the government, the Tuareg fighters who had 
supported Gaddafi fled south and west to Mali loaded with Libyan weapons. 


Within months, those fighters helped ignite an armed rebellion leading to the 
Islamist takeover of the government. Under the guise of defeating these 
“terrorists,” France reinforced its colonial intentions. 


And similar to the U.S. justifying its Middle East wars on fighting terrorism rather 


than its lust for oil, France and its allies still claim their presence in Mali is to fight 
the infestation of terrorist violence by militant jihadists — not its lust for uranium. 
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TRENDS-EYE VIEW 


FRENCH DRUG COMPANY GUILTY OF “AGGRAVATED DECEPTION” 


Euronews reported on 29 March that Servier Laboratories, the second largest 
French pharmaceutical company, was found guilty of manslaughter and 
aggravated deception based on a drug accused of causing thousands of 
deaths. 


As quoted in the article: “6,500 plaintiffs had accused the company of putting 
profits ahead of patients’ lives by allowing its diabetes drug, Mediator, to be 
widely and irresponsibly prescribed as a diet pill.” 


The guilty verdict came 11 years after a study published in 2010 showed that the 
drug, created to help with diabetes, was being taken by millions of people as an 
appetite suppressant for some three decades. 


The judge of the trial said the pharmaceutical giant had “undermined confidence 
in the health system... Despite the knowledge they had of the risks incurred for 
many years... they never took the necessary measures and thus deceived 
consumers.” 
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She added, “The mere suspicion of such risks” should have forced the French 
company “to inform patients and health professionals, particularly in the 
instructions packaged with the drugs.” 


Yet, the judge imposed a fine of only 2.7 million euros, a fraction of what 
plaintiffs sued for. Plaintiffs are asking for damages totaling one billion euros. 
While one of their attorneys pointed out the important legal victory after so many 
years of trial, he said his clients are appealing the financial awards part of the 
decision. 


Dr. Jean-Phillippe Seta, an executive with the company, received a four-year 
suspended prison sentence, was fined 90,600 euros, and will have to pay 
millions of euros to victims. 


Concerns about the diabetes pill being taken to lose weight have been a 
concern since 1998 when a doctor raised the issue but said in court testimony 
he was “bullied into retracting them.” 


While Servier Laboratories was well aware of the controversy, “It took an 
independent investigation by another worried French doctor before the company 
suspended sales in its main market in France in 2009.” 


TRENDPOST: We note this article to further illustrate the deadliness and 
so-called “after effects” the Big Pharma drug lords push on the people and, as 
evidenced by the mass vaccination of hundreds of millions, the public’s 
acceptance of believing what is told to them and the reluctance to “Think for 
Themselves.” 
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NEWLY MINTED BILLIONAIRES SURGE DURING COVID YEAR 


The Trends Journal has extensively 
covered COVID-19 and its contributions to 
wealth disparities around the world. Over 
the past year, the rich got far richer while 
the poor and middle class have suffered 
financial hardships. 


On 5 January, in our article titled, “RICH GETTING RICHER: MUSK & BEZOS 
RAKING IT IN,” we reported how Amazon founder Jeff Bezos increased his net 
worth by $140 billion in 2020. Elon Musk, the founder of SpaceX, saw his net 
worth jump by $151 billion. The Washington Post reported at the time that $25 
billion would be enough to end all hunger in the U.S. eight times over. 


The Post, citing Forbes, reported last Tuesday that the world’s billionaire club 
grew by nearly a third — to 2,755 — during the year marred by the worldwide 
outbreak. The report identified 660 newly-minted billionaires. The report also 
said established billionaires added $8 trillion to their net worth in the past year. 


Dan Romanoff, a researcher at Morningstar, told the paper that a surge in online 
sales contributed to the jump in net worth for Bezos. Many stores across the 
U.S. were impacted by lockdowns, and customers got used to making 
purchases with a click — online shoppers turned to Amazon 42 percent of the 
time. Their stock jumped 60 percent in the last year and is worth $1.6 trillion. 


“Amazon had a phenomenal year,” he told the paper. “They are pretty much the 
only game in town.” 


Gabriel Zucman, an economist at U.C. Berkeley, told The Post that the top 400 
wealthiest Americans in the U.S. now own the equivalent of 18 percent of the 
GDP in wealth. In 2010, the same group owned about 9 percent of the GDP in 
wealth. 
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“The trend is unlikely to be sustainable,” Zucman told the paper. “With growing 
wealth concentration comes a growing concentration of economic and political 
power in a few hands—a dangerous evolution that governments would be wise 
to address.” 


DEADLY “FOREVER CHEMICALS” IN U.S. WATER 


The Guardian, working with Consumer 
Reports (CR) on a nine-month 
investigation of America’s water supply, 

| published the 31 March report: “Alarming 
levels of forever chemicals, arsenic and 
lead in samples taken across the US.” 


The report opens with: 
“Since the passage of the Clean Water Act in 1972, access to safe water 
for all Americans has been a US government goal. Yet millions of people 
continue to face serious water quality problems because of contamination, 
deteriorating infrastructure, and inadequate treatment at water plants.” 


Among the key findings: 


e “More than 35% of the samples had PFAS, potentially toxic ‘forever 
chemicals,’ at levels above CR’s recommended maximum. 


e About 8% of samples had arsenic, at levels above CR’s recommended 
maximum. 


e In total, 118 out of 120 samples had detectable levels of lead. 
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e About 8% of samples had levels of arsenic — which gets into drinking 
water through natural deposits or industrial or agricultural pollution — above 
CR’s recommended maximum for drinking water. 
e Almost every sample had measurable amounts of lead, a heavy metal that 
leaches from corroding water lines and home plumbing fixtures. It is 
unsafe at any level.” 
Forever Chemicals 
If the term “forever chemicals,” also known as PFAS, sounds familiar to readers 
of the Trends Journal, that’s because we have been reporting on its toxic 
effects for over a year now. 
See our articles: 

28 January: PEAS CONTAMINATION MORE WIDESPREAD 

11 February: FOREVER CHEMICALS: POISON ON TAP 


30 March: SPERM DOWN FOR THE COUNT, PENISES FALLING SHORT 


Now, the huge environmental concern is brought to light by The Guardian/CR 
collaboration: 


“Investigation into the health effects of PFAS exposure is ongoing, but 
some of the strongest evidence about their potential risks comes 

from research of about 69,000 people in and around Parkersburg, W Va. 
The research — part of a settlement between DuPont, which makes some 
PFAS, and residents of the community — was depicted in the 2019 

movie Dark Waters.” 


The investigation found a “probable link” between exposure to a type of PFAS 
and six health problems: high cholesterol, ulcerative colitis, thyroid disease, 
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pregnancy-induced hypertension, and testicular and kidney cancers. Research 
has also linked some PFAS to learning delays in children” 


“At least 2,337 communities in 49 states have drinking water known to be 
contaminated with PFAS, according to a January analysis by the 
Environmental Working Group (EWG), an advocacy organization.” 


The investigation notes that while citizens have the opportunity to lobby local 
governments for remediation, the bureaucratic red tape makes it nearly 
impossible. And as CR’s director of food policy, Brian Ronholm, writes in the 
report: “Americans shouldn’t have to navigate bureaucracy and be forced to 
make significant investments in order to access clean tap water.” 


While the U.S. House of Representatives did authorize over $22 billion for 
replacing water lines containing lead particles, the Senate refused to endorse it. 


TRENDPOST: This Guardian article was ignored by the fear-mongering 
Presstitutes, their corporate pimps, and government whoremasters who - if they 
reported the toxic dangers infecting the water supply at one-tenth of their COV/D 
War hysteria — would spark a mass movement to reverse this deadly trend. 


It should be noted that The Guardian report does not include the entire nation... 
or nations across the planet whose water supplies have long been contaminated 
with toxic chemicals that are killing people, wildlife, plants, etc. 


NEW STUDY: CHEMICALS BRING ON PARKINSON’S 


Parkinson’s disease is the fastest-growing 
neurological illness across the globe. Just 
over the past decade, the disease has 
increased 35 percent. According to Dr. 
Ray Dorsey, a neurologist at the 
University of Rochester Medical Center, 
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as quoted by The Guardian, “We think over the next 25 years it will double 
again.” 


Last Wednesday, The Guardian reported that researchers have identified a 
chemical commonly used in dry cleaning, shoe polish, and carpet cleaners that 
are a major reason for the sharp rise in Parkinson’s. 


The suspected chemical is trichloroethylene (TCE), which is used in industrial 
degreasing as well as many home cleaning products. The Guardian cites a 2008 
study published in the Annals of Neurology that pointed to TCE as “a risk factor 
for Parkinsonism.” One of the leaders of the study, Dr. Samuel Goldman, wrote, 
“Our study confirms that common environmental contaminants may increase the 
risk of developing Parkinson’s, which has considerable public health 
implications.” 


The Guardian article added that this study, as well as one in 2011 that showed a 
six-fold rise in the disease for those exposed to TCE in the workplace, led the 
U.S. Department of Labor to recommend that exposure to TCE “can be 
presumed to cause, contribute, or aggravate Parkinsonism.” 


Dr. Dorsey is convinced that TCEs are in the U.S. groundwater system along 
with “pesticides like paraquat too.” The Guardian reported that paraquat, a lethal 
weed killer, is still available in the U.S. despite being banned in the EU, Brazil, 
and China. 


The article suggests that activated carbon filtration filters can help cut down the 
amount of TCE in drinking water, but there’s no real protection when bathing in 
contaminated water or breathing TCE that rises from the soil. The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) “estimates that 250 pounds of the chemical are still 
used annually in the U.S., and that in 2017, “more than two million pounds of it 
was released into the environment from industrial sites, contaminating air, soil 
and water.” 
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The Guardian article states that 30 percent of U.S. groundwater contains TCE, 
although it quotes toxicologist Brian de Miranda, “We are under-sampling how 
many people are exposed to TCE. It’s probably a lot more than we guess.” 


Last May, Minnesota was the first state to officially ban TCE. Last December, 
New York also banned it. But everywhere else, even though the Journal of the 
American Medical Association (JAMA) has been citing the health consequences 
of TCE since 1932, the chemical continues to be added to household cleaners 
and is leaching into groundwater. 


TRENDPOST: As noted in this week’s Trends Journal article, “DEADLY 
“FOREVER CHEMICALS” IN U.S. WATER,” life on the planet is being destroyed 
by chemicals. This is old news that the mainstream media — which rely heavily on 
drug and chemical companies to buy advertising space — essentially ignore. 


In reality, it’s a revolving door. The heads of government agencies are high-level 
flunkies pulled from the private sector and vice versa. Thus, they represent the 
special corporate interests and not the public interests. Moreover, big industry 
fills the pockets of politicians with bribes and payoffs, which morons and 
imbeciles call campaign contributions, to pass and/or kill laws that affect their 
bottom line: money. 


TOXIC WASTEWATER PLANT IN FLORIDA THREATENS FLOODING 


For the last week, a wastewater plant in 
4) Piney Point, Florida, has been on the 
verge of flooding and threatening a 
widespread catastrophe in Manatee 
County. 


Scott Hopes, the acting county 
administrator, told the Bradenton Herald on Friday that the U.S. Army Corps of 
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Engineers located the leak and is now determining the best way to prevent 
further flooding. 


“The divers will be going down, and they’re thinking of the possibility of 
dropping a big steel plate to seal it off,” he told the paper. 


The New York Times said plants like the one in Piney Point are not uncommon 
across the country, and each one comes with its environmental risks. The paper 
said these ponds are usually located near industrial plants or livestock, and they 
often contain hazardous byproducts of coal and animal waste. Daniel Estrin, the 
general counsel at the Waterkeeper Alliance, a nonprofit, told the paper these 
facilities are “just an irresponsible way to store very dangerous waste.” 


He said climate change also adds to the inherent risk that comes with operating 
them. The report pointed out that Florida is famous for its phosphate production 
and accounts for about 80 percent of the U.S. output. The facility in danger is at 
a former phosphate mining plant. 


The Times said the pond held 400 million gallons of water loaded with heavy 
metals and other toxic waste, which sits on top of at least 70 feet of the 
phosphogypsum tailings. The Herald reported the state is working to treat the 
water and remove some of the harmful contents. 


The report said officials in the state managed to reduce the amount of water in 
the pond to 232 million gallons as of Thursday night but warned of possible 
issues after pumping some of the water into Port Manatee. Officials stopped 
discharging water into the port on Friday, according to the state. 


The paper said the disaster may have been averted on land, but the water 
surrounding the area could be in jeopardy and some officials worry the move 
could lead to an algae bloom. 

CBS News reported that state officials said the water was determined to not 


have harmful levels of radioactive material. State officials told the network the 
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water in the pond meets marine water quality standards “with the exception of 
pH, total phosphorus, total nitrogen, and total ammonia nitrogen.” 


“It is slightly acidic, but not at a level that is expected to be a concern,” the 
department said in a statement obtained by CBS News. “Field operation teams 
are now deploying nutrient reduction and removal treatments of the water 
on-site to address any required discharges in the future. This will significantly 
reduce nutrient loading to Port Manatee and help minimize water quality 
impacts.” 


NEW YORK LEGALIZES ONLINE GAMBLING RACKET TO MAKE MONEY 


Gambling, once a high crime that sent 
thousands to jail for breaking the law, 
became a new law in New York last week 
when state politicians approved legalized 
mobile sports betting. 


The Wall Street Journal reported Tuesday 
the state estimates they can rake in $500 million by getting their share of 
gambling bets. 


The report said the state’s Gaming Commission will select platform providers 
later this year. Reports indicate the frontrunners for the contract are DraftKings 
and FanDuel. New York magazine said about 50 percent of the profit will be 
shared with the state. 


Sixteen other states already allow legal online betting. 


“There’s no reason why we shouldn’t be able to bet on the Super Bowl,” State 
Sen. Joe Addabbo, from Queens, told the paper. 
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“The law allows the state to directly operate mobile sports betting, so the 
$500,000,000 will go to the state rather than a lot of middlemen who operate 
mobile sports betting, which is what many other states have done,” New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo said. “This is more like the state lottery, where we 
operate it and we get the resources.” 


TRENDPOST: This is just another example of the long-noted hypocrisy of 
politicians who passed laws that prosecuted number runners and gambling 
operations to the fullest extent of the law but make it legal when they take over 
the operation, as with the lottery, or get their cut in online gambling. 


SUPREME COURT VOTES FOR MORE MEDIA CONSOLIDATION 


The U.S. Supreme Court sided with the 


Fe ee EEEE a ee aati — 
CONES SCO ess, BS Federal Communications Commission 
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"Œ when it ruled the agency was reasonable 
when, in 2017, it created an easier path for 
one entity to own several news outlets in 
the same market, the Wall Street 

Journal reported. 


The New York Times reported that the ruling will likely “prompt further 
consolidation among broadcast outlets.” The paper said these companies would 
argue the ruling helps them compete with tech companies for ad dollars, but the 
paper said one obvious potential drawback is the limitation on “perspectives 
available to viewers.” 


Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote in the court’s ruling that the rules in question 
date back to 1964 and 1975, long before Facebook and Google News. He wrote, 


“Technological advances led to a massive increase in alternative media 
options, such as cable television and the internet. Those technological 
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advances challenged the traditional dominance of daily print newspaper, 
local radio stations, and local television stations.” 


TRENDPOST: As we have long noted, just six mega-corporations control over 
90 percent of American media. Now, with the Supreme Court ruling, a few will 
own even more. Thus, the larger the monopoly, the less diversity of content. And 
with few companies in control, such as with social media domination, censorship 
will continue to become the New Abnormal. 


Also, while alternative media outlets will find market share, the power of the 


mainstream media will govern. Thus, the message they sell will be the one the 
masses will follow. 
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THE ART OF TRENDS 


“GMO People” by Stephen Green 


| only put organic Did you know that the 
products in my body! Gene Therapy Treatment 
mislabeled as a "vaccine" 
is actually a genetic 
modification program? 
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TRENDS IN HI-TECH SCIENCE 


YOROGEN 
ENERGY 
STORAGE 
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By Ben Daviss 
SPECIAL REPORT: THE EMERGING HYDROGEN ECONOMY 


HYDROGEN’S NEW PLACE IN THE RENEWABLE ENERGY MIX. After 
decades of solar and wind energy dominating conversations about renewable 
energy, hydrogen is having a moment - especially now that corporations and 
governments are publicly committing to reducing their fossil-fuel emissions to 
meet precise targets by specific dates. 


General Motors has announced a deal to supply hydrogen fuel cells to 
truck-maker Navistar and a strategic partnership with Nikola to put hydrogen 
power into Nikola’s Badger pickup truck. 


Toyota — which, like Hyundai and Kia, has bet big on a hydrogen future — 
marketing its “FC Module,” a hydrogen-fueled engine that can be dropped into 
anything from a generator to a container ship. Bill Gates’s Breakthrough Energy 
Ventures has chipped in for the development of ZeroAvia’s hydrogen-fueled 
electric 50-seat commuter airplane. 
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At one of its German refineries, Royal Dutch Shell is building a hydrogen 
extraction plant that will yield 1,300 tons of the gas annually for use in scrubbing 
sulfur from petroleum, among other tasks. 


“Shell is particularly excited about hydrogen,” Paul Bogers, the company’s 
vice-president of hydrogen operations. “Very quickly...you get to a world where 
hydrogen makes up more than 10 percent of the total energy mix in coming 
decades.” 


BP and French energy giant Total also have staked out positions in hydrogen. 


National governments have jumped in as well. In 2017, Japan set a goal of 
becoming a hydrogen-based economy. China wants to use hydrogen to 
“greenify” its international Belt and Road Initiative. Brazil is hosting a $5.4-billion 
venture by Enegix Energy to build “Base One,” a plant that will use renewable 
energy to extract more than 600 million kilograms of hydrogen (equivalent to 
about 1.3 billion pounds or 2.2 billion gallons of gasoline) from CO, by 2025. 


Governments already are committing about $150 billion worth of subsidies and 
direct investment into hydrogen projects, according to energy specialist Ben 
Gallagher at the Wood Mackenzie consulting firm. 


It makes economic as well as logistical sense. Hydrogen is lighter than batteries 
or liquid fuels, burns without noxious or toxic exhaust, and can be produced 
using nothing more than electricity and air or water while making batteries 
requires lethal, hard-top-source materials. 


Hydrogen also holds more energy per unit of volume. Batteries typically can 
store about one kilowatt-hour of power per kilogram of weight, gasoline about 
12, but hydrogen tops both with 33. Compressed hydrogen also needn’t take up 
much more space than an electric vehicle’s battery pack or gas tank. 
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About $300 billion will be invested over the next ten years to build a global 
hydrogen infrastructure, according to the Hydrogen Council, a worldwide 
interest group of 92 corporations. 


Currently, about 60 percent of the hydrogen produced worldwide is used to 
make ammonia; another 25 percent is used in oil refining, according to a 
research report by Morgan Stanley. However, the report said, by 2050, 30 
percent will be used to power the globe’s factories and another 30 percent will 
be used as transportation fuel. 


TRENDPOST: Hydrogen, so far the poor relation in the alternative fuel family, is 
being recognized not only as viable but also as the preferred fuel in certain 
markets. Those markets are offering opportunities to entrepreneurs and investors 
who understand hydrogen’s limits as well as its benefits. 


THE HYDROGEN BUBBLE: HOW MUCH IS HYPE? Not everyone is climbing 
aboard the hydrogen bandwagon. Some have lived through previous “hydrogen 
hype cycles.” 


The Corporate Europe Observatory, the mission of which is to “expose any 
effects of corporate lobbying on European Union policy making,” has decried the 
sudden wave of what it calls “hype” surrounding hydrogen development. 


“You won’t see any hydrogen usage in cars, not even in ten years,” Herbert 
Diess, Volkswagen’s CEO, said in a recent interview with the Financial Times. 
Diess, an engineer, once worked on hydrogen development at BMW. “The 
physics are so unreasonable,” he said. 


Like Volkswagen, BMW has largely abandoned hydrogen development for 
passenger vehicles. 


“You can’t ramp the fuel cell up and down like a combustion engine,” Diess 
added. “So you need a 10-kilowatt battery, you need an electric engine,” adding 


cost and complexity to the vehicle. 
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Unlike Asian carmakers, who continue to invest heavily in hydrogen-fueled 
vehicles, Europe’s vehicle producers have sunk billions into battery development 
and are loath to consider an alternative at such a late date. 


Also, hydrogen vehicles are beset by a chicken-and-egg problem. 


The cost of producing hydrogen vehicles won’t begin to fall until Europe’s 
carmakers are selling 100,000 units a year, industry executives say, not the 
hundreds they sell now. 


But sales are stymied by the lack of easily accessible refueling infrastructure, 
something that won’t appear until more hydrogen vehicles are sold. 


However, vehicles that run on regular schedules between fixed points are a 
niche that hydrogen fuel could fill, particularly for vehicles such as trains and 
airplanes where the weight of batteries are a drag on efficiency, others point out. 


France and Germany already have hydrogen trains on the rails and more in the 
works to replace the 4,000 to 5,000 diesel-powered locomotives scheduled for 
replacement across Europe in the next few years. Siemens and railway company 
Deutsche Bahn have entered a partnership to engineer a hydrogen-powered 
train that can be refueled in 15 minutes. 


Daimler and Volvo have teamed to develop hydrogen-powered long-haul trucks; 
Renault and partner Plug Power plan to unveil two new light-duty commercial 
trucks running on hydrogen in the next few months. 


Renault’s informal goal is to hold 30 percent of the market in hydrogen-fueled 
light-duty commercial vehicles, Phillippe Prevel, the company’s chief of 
alternative fuels, told the FT. 

He admitted that it’s too soon to say how big that market would be or when it 


might scale up. 
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To set firm targets might just pedal the hype cycle. 


TRENDPOST: Hydrogen as a fuel is likely to follow the same path as other 
emerging technologies: specialty markets will adopt early, creating a hothouse 
where refinements and improvements can be tested and adopted, with later 
iterations of the technology gradually spreading to additional sectors as costs 
fall. 


Hydrogen as a fuel for passenger vehicles is at least 15 years away. Meanwhile, 
Europe will serve as the chief testbed for hydrogen-powered trucks and trains, 
creating a market for the fuel that will allow production methods to scale up, earn 
revenue, and justify investment in innovation that can gradually spread more 
widely. 


HARVESTING HYDROGEN: CUTTING COSTS, BOOSTING EFFICIENCIES. 
There are three ready sources of hydrogen: it can be extracted from air, water, or 
natural gas. But conventional versions of those processes take at least as much 
energy as the collected hydrogen can replace. 


The new hydrogen economy will be rooted in technologies that yield a positive 
energy balance. 


Example: Israeli start-up H2Pro, which claims a novel water-splitting method 
using renewable energy that yields hydrogen at a cost of about US$1 per 
kilogram by 2030, the equivalent of $3.79 for a gallon of gasoline. 


H2Pro’s water-splitting method works at 95-percent energy efficiency, the 
company claims, not the 70 percent of conventional methods that cleave 
hydrogen from water, and uses about 25 percent less energy to begin with. 


The venture has drawn attention, and a modest amount of seed money, from 


Hyundai, Sumitomo, Hong Kong billionaire Li Ka-Shing, and Bill Gates’s 
Breakthrough Ventures, among others. 
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The government of Australia’s Northern Territories is betting its chips on Aqua 
Aerem, a project that will use two of the region’s chief resources — desert and 
sunshine — to glean hydrogen from air using a solar concentration array that 
delivers twice the energy as a silicon panel farm, the company says. 


A 12-week trial will test the venture’s proprietary system to suck moisture from 
air, a process that works best in dry climates, according to Aqua Aerem. The 
method produces no waste and requires virtually no maintenance, making it 
ideal for remote regions. 


The trial is the first step in a project that ultimately will scale up to a 
15-megawatt plant that will supply enough hydrogen fuel to meet half the annual 
energy needs of the nearby town of Tennant Creek and its 3,000 residents. 


Once the technology is proven, Aqua Aerem plans to grow big enough to export 
hydrogen to nearby Asian nations. 


Another solar concentrator — this one set up by global mining company Rio Tinto 
at a California boron mine — is designed by Heliogen, a company that uses 
artificial intelligence to perfectly reflect the sun’s rays from an array of mirrors 
onto a relatively small collector. 


An earlier Heliogen solar concentrator exceeded 1,800°F; the Rio Tinto plant 

may exceed 3,200°F, Heliogen claims. At that temperature, an Al-controlled solar 
concentrator array 600 yards square could split enough water to deliver 1 million 
kilograms a year of emissions-free hydrogen at a cost of about $1.80 a kilogram, 
cheaper than today’s conventional water-splitting processes, the company says. 


If the test is successful, Rio Tinto is likely to not only scale up the plant in 
California but also to build similar hydrogen production facilities at its sunnier 
mining sites around the world. 


TRENDPOST: Scale also leverages energy efficiency. As the hydrogen economy 
evolves, more research and engineering will be justified to make conventional 


hydrogen extraction processes cleaner and more efficient to compete with newer 
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techniques. There will be roles for both new and old technologies, often 
depending on the physical location of the installations. 


NATIONS, INCLUDING SAUDI ARABIA, COMPETE TO BECOME “THE 
SAUDI ARABIA OF HYDROGEN.” At least 15 nations have formal, written plans 
to become a world leader in the emerging hydrogen economy. 


In 2018, Australia drafted a national hydrogen strategy to become “a major 
global player by 2030,” with hydrogen production and exports creating 
“thousands of new jobs, many in regional areas, and billions of dollars in 
economic growth between now and 2050.” 


The strategy relies on the creation of “hydrogen hubs,” which the plan describes 
as “clusters of large-scale demand... at ports, in cities, or in regional or remote 
areas” that will “make the development of infrastructure more cost-effective, 
promote efficiencies from economies of scale, foster innovation, and promote 
synergies” among transport industries, the electric grid, and industry. 


Australia’s plan details 57 actions it describes as “first steps” to chart a path 
involving developing production capacity, cultivating local demand, prudent but 
not burdensome regulation, international engagement, research and 
development, recruiting and training a workforce, and winning public backing for 
the plan. The steps cut across export industries and markets, the transportation 
sector, industry, electric grids, and considers issues of safety and environmental 
impacts. 


Germany’s plan, adopted in February 2020, describes 37 measures the country 
should take to build on its industrial heft to become the world’s chief supplier of 
hydrogen technologies. 


The measures include: 


e establishing a commercial domestic hydrogen market by 2023; 
e setting up regional centers for research, development, and production; 
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e creating a hydrogen production industry yielding 14 terawatt-hours’ worth 
of the gas by 2030, mainly to replace fossil fuels in industry and as vehicle 
fuel; 

e subsidies for the production and purchase of hydrogen vehicles; 

e finding partner countries and companies to supply Germany’s growing 
hydrogen demand and buy its new hydrogen technologies; 

e developing supply chains to ensure adequate hydrogen imports to 
Germany. 


Last month, Germany signed an agreement with Saudi Arabia to cooperate in 
the production, processing, use, and transport of hydrogen. The pact also 
commits the two countries to share hydrogen-related knowledge and 
technologies and to set up an “innovation fund” to promote hydrogen created 
with renewable energy. 


The deal is part of Saudi Arabia’s plan to use hydrogen to transition its economy 
away from oil. 


The desert kingdom has huge volumes of underground rock formations that 
have been drained of oil and could be used as natural storage for hydrogen that 
could be extracted from its vast remaining reserves of natural gas. Its cities of 
Jubail and Yanbu are centers of the petrochemical industry that could be 
adapted relatively easily to hydrogen production. 


The nation also has launched an ambitious pilot project called “NEOM Helios” to 
use renewable energy along the Red Sea to extract hydrogen from seawater, 
due to being operations in 2025. 


The project is part of the futuristic city of NEOM, a pet project of Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman now on the drawing board, that is being designed, in 
part, as a hydrogen hub and test bed to further the nation’s hydrogen ambitions. 


The U.S. energy department has drafted a “National Hydrogen Energy 
Roadmap” but has taken no concrete steps beyond the research lab nor set a 


timetable to act. 


173 


India, Italy, Norway, and Portugal are among other nations jockeying for a pole 
position in the race to lead the new hydrogen economy. 


TRENDPOST: In the Oil Age, energy dominance was an accident of geography: 
nations that happened to sit atop oil deposits could steer the global economy. 


In the Post-Oil Era, owning the rights to energy-producing technologies, not 
geography, will determine winners and losers. Nations investing heavily and 
soonest in research and development will replace today’s Venezuelas and Saudi 
Arabias as energy moguls. 


COMPANIES FORM HYDROGEN INVESTMENT FUND. Baker Hughes - best 
known as an oilfield services company — has partnered with manufacturer Chart 
Industries and Plug Power, which makes hydrogen fuel cells, to form the FiveT 
Hydrogen Fund. 

The fund will finance projects related to the production, storage, and distribution 
of hydrogen. 


Plug Power will invest about $188 million in the fund, with Chart and Baker 
Hughes chipping in roughly $59 million each. 


The fund “will continually seek alliances with industrial companies looking to 


build the hydrogen energy supply chain and form alliances to grow projects at 
scale,” the partners said in a statement announcing the fund. 
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